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Report of ALEXANDER REDGRAVE, Esq., C.B., H.M. 
Chief Inspector of Factories and Workshops, for the 
year ended 31st October 1887, 


DIR, Whitehall, December 1887, 

I wave the honour to submit to you my report for the 
year ended the 3lst October 1887 upon the administration 
of the Factory and Workshop Regulations, and upon the 
condition of the children, young persons, and women employed 
in them. 

Administration.—Since my last report some alterations 
have been made in the apportionment of the districts of H.M. 
Inspectors, with a view to provide means for increased in- 
spection in districts in which industries have been largely 
extended, by diminishing the area of some of the districts 
and creating out of them a new independent district under 
the superintendence of an Inspector drafted from a district, 
in which industries have been dying out. 

It had been for some considerable time evident that there 
was a manifest decrease of manufacturing industries in the 
south and south-west of Ireland, and when this fact is 
taken into consideration with other facts, that in such parts 
children, 7.c., those under 14 years of age, are rarely em- 
ployed in factories and workshops, and that the young 
persons, z.e., those between 14 and 18, bear a much less 
proportion to the number of persons employed, than in the 
north of Ireland and in England, it will be evident that 
although the area to be covered is large, there are com- 
paratively much fewer regulations to be enforced than in 
other parts of the kingdom. 

In these circumstances it did not appear to be absolutely 
necessary that there should be an Inspector resident in the 
south of Ireland where his services were not required day 
by day; and the south and south-west of Ireland has been 
therefore added to the central district of Ireland, under the 
charge of the Inspector residing in Dublin, who will have 
the assistance of one of the junior Inspectors from England, 
as may be from time to time desirable and necessary. 

Since the completion of this arrangement, Mr. Woodgate, 
Hi.M. Inspector of the Dublin district, has visited 625 fac- 
tories in the south and south-west, and at the period of his 
visit 155 of these were not at work. 
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He states that the following are the chief industries in the 
south-west :— 


Corn and flour mills - 790 : As a rule, neither young 


persons or females are em- 


_ Saw mills - - 115 ployed: 
Letter-press __ printers 
and bookbinders - 121 
Wool factories - 74 
Wool carding - - 92 A domestic industry, rarely 
employing more than a man. 
Tobacco factories eee 
Metal < ae OT 


Mineral water factories 26 
Breweries and  distil- . 

leries - - 38 

As a rule, neither children, 
Tobacco pipes - - at young persons, or women 

are employed. 

Seutch milis - - 11 Allidle for want of flax. 
Sibel 45, - - 
Malt: 24,5 - - 
Marble works - 
Tanyards - - 
Confectioners - - 
Dyers - - 
Bacon factories * - 
Paper? | 4; - 
Jute 3 ; 
Cotton _,, - 


Only men employed. 


99 


_— 


99 
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As a rule, only men employed. 
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This does not represent the total number of fectories in 
the south and south-west of Ireland, which would amount 
to another 200. 

Experience will show whether the present staff in Ireland 
will be sufficient to secure an uniform observance of the Fac- 
tory Regulations, and if after the temporary services of an 
Inspector from England have been availed of there should 
be a deficiency of inspecting force, I shall not hesitate to 
make a representation upon the subject. 

The witharawal of an Inspector trom the south of Ireland 
is in accordance with the opinions of the Inspector hereto- 
fore in charge of the district, Mr. Godfrey-Faussett, and of 
Mr. Coles, the Superintending Inspector, and froma personal 
investigations of my own appeared to be fully warranted. 

Concurrently with the manifest decrease of industrial 
establishments in certain parts of Ireland, there has been 
greatly increased activity and additional works in Lan- 
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eashire, especially in the cotton districts, and the transfer of 
an Inspector to England enabled me to recommend to you 
the formation of a new district, with the town of Burnley as 
a centre, which has had the effect of enabling the Inspectors 
in the adjoining localities to give increased attention to their 


own districts rendered so much more handy to be worked. ° 
The districts as at present constituted are as follow :— 





Names of Inspectors 
and 
Official Addresses. 


SUPERINTENDING INSPECTOR. 


hk. W. Coles, Manchester. 


INSPECTORS. 


W.O. Meade-King, Manches- 
ter. 


A. P. Vaughan, Salford 
Rk. P. Arnold, Ashton - 


E. H. Osborn, Rochdale - 


W. H. Brewer, Bolton - 
LL. H. Hamilton, Blackburn - 


J. A. Hine, Burnley - : 
H. 8. Richmond, Liverpool - 


H. J. Cameron, Belfast - 


A. G. K. Woodgate, Dublin - 


SUPERINTENDING INSPECTOR. 


F. H. Whymper, Home Office. 


INSPECTORS. 


E. Gould, Home Office - 


J. A. Redgrave, Home Office 
Major Beadon, Southampton 


Description of Districts. 


Manchester, Stretford, Altrincham, War- 
rington, Cadishead, Lymm, Knutsford, 
Northwich. 

Salford, Pendleton, Patricroft, Middleton, 
west side of Oldham, Lees. 

Staleybridge, Ashton, Droylsden, Hadfield, 
Glossop, New Mills, Hayfield, Mossley, 
Saddleworth. 

Rochdale, Shaw, Royton, Bacup, Bury, east 
side of Oldham. 

Bolton, Wigan, Leigh, Ormskirk. 

Blackburn, Darwen, Church, Accrington, 
Whalley, Clitheroe. 

Burnley, Nelson, Colne Padiham, Todmor- 
den, Hebdenbridge. 

Liverpool, Prescot, Runcorn, St. Helens, 
Birkenhead, Chester, counties of Flint, 
Denbigh, Merioneth, Carnarvon, and An. 
glesea. 

Counties of Antrim, Londonderry, part of 
Donegal. 

All south of the preceding district. 


The metropolis west of Farringdon Road, 
with the chief part of Bucks and parts of 
Middlesex, Berks, and Oxfordshire. 

Counties of Surrey, Kent, and Sussex. 

Counties of Hants, Dorset, Isle of Wight, 
southern parts of Wilts and Somerset, 
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Names of Inspectors 


and 
Official Addresses. 


Description of Districts. 





W. H. Johnston, Bristol = - 


E. B. Fitton, Worcester - 


J. H. Bignold, Plymouth = - 
A. Lewis, Swansea - 


SUPERINTENDING INSPECTOR. 


R. E. Sprague Oram, Home 
Office. 
INSPECTORS. 


J. B. Lakeman, Home Office 


C. R. Bowling, Horne Office 


G. T. Godfrey-Faussett, Nor- 
wich. 


G. I. L. Blenkinsopp, Peter- 
borough. 


W.D. Cramp, Coventry - 


S. H. Knyvett, Birmingham 
Major Roe, Birmingham ~~ - 


C. C.--W. Hoare, ee 
hampton. 


Capt. Bevan, Walsall - 


SUPERINTENDING INSPECTOR. 


James Henderson, Glasgow. 


INSPECTORS. 


Rk. W.C. Taylor, Preston - 


Bristol, Bath, Cheltenham, Gloucester, Stroud, 
notth of Somersetshire and Wiltshire. 

Counties of Worcester, Hereford, Radnor, 
and southern parts of Salop and Glou- 
cester. 

Counties of Devon and Cornwall. 

Counties of Monmouth, Glamorgan, Car- 
marthen, Pembroke, Brecon, and Cardigan. 


The metropolis east of Farringdon Road to 
Wapping, then northward to Cambridge 
Heath, Stamford Hill, thence to Barnet, 
Hatfield, Watford, Rickmansworth, Tring, 
West Hertfordshire, and Middlesex to 
Willesden, thence to Farringdon Road. - 

The metropolis east of Mile End Road to 
Chelmsford, northward to Buntingford, 
Hertford, and Bishops Stortford. 

Counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, Colchester, 
Kelvedon, St. Ives, Cambridge, Ely, March, 

_ Wisbeach. 

Bedford, Huntingdon, north of Northampton- 
shire, Rutland, and southern part of Lin- 
ecInshire. 

Coventry, Rugby, Leamington, Northampton, 
Oxford, Banbury, Witney, and portions of 
Buckinghamshire and Gloucestershire. 

Kast side of Birmingham and part of War- 
wickshire. 

West side of Birmingham and Tamworth. 

Wolverhampton, Dudley, Stourbridge, Bridg- 
north, Shrewsbury, Oswestry, Montgomery - 
shire, and eastern parts of Denbigh and 
Merioneth. 

Bilston, Cannock, Darlaston, Lichfield, Old- 
bury, Smethwick, Tipton, Wednesbury, 
West Bromwich, Walsall. 


Preston, North Lancashire, Settle, Hawes, 
Westmoreland, and Cumberland. 
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Names of Inspectors 
and 
Official Addresses. 


Sir W. Chaytor, Darlington 
J.S. Maitlaad, Glasgow - 


Capt. Kindersiey, Edinburgh 


H. M. Robinson, Dundee - 


SUPERINTENDING INSPECTOR. 


Capt. May, R.N., Leeds. 


INSPECTORS. 


G. H. L. Rickards, Leeds - 


W. A. Beauinont, Bradford - 


J.D. Prior, Huddersfield - 
W. E. Stokes, Stockport = - 


Capt. Smith, R.N., Sheffield 
T. A. Astley, Stoke-upon- 
Trent. 


Capt. Armstrong, Leicester - 
T. S. Oswald, Nottingham - 


There are thus 39 
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Description of Districts. 


Durham, Northumberland, and North York- 
shire. 

Counties of Ayr, Dumfries, Kirkeudbright, 
Wigton, Argyle, and parts of Stirling and 
Lanark, including Glasgow. 

Counties of Edinburgh, Linlithgow, Hadding- 
ton, Berwick, Peebles, Selkirk, Roxburgh, 
and parts of Stirling and Lanark. 

Counties of Forfar, Perth, Fife, Clackmannan, 
Kinress, and north of Scotland. 


Leeds, Selby, Hull, Beverley, Scarborough 
Thirsk, York, Ripon, Harrogate, Otley, 
Guiseley, Shipley, Bingley, Keighley, and 
Skipton. 

Bradford, Wakefield, Dewsbury, Pontefract, 
Batley, Mirfield, Normanton, and Goole. 

Huddersfield and Halifax. 

Stockport, Macclesfield, Hyde, Sandbach, 
Crewe, Nantwich, Buxton, Bakewell. 

Sheffield, Barnsley, Chesterfield, Retford, 
Doncaster, Gainsborough, Grimsby, and 
North Lincolnshire. 

The Potteries and North Staffordshire, Con- 
gleton, Leek. 

Leicestershire and Derbyshire. 

Nottinghamshire and Mid-Lincolnshire. 


districts, over which there is an 


Inspector resident in the part most convenient for the per- 
formance of his duties, and in addition there are the follow- 
ing junior Inspectors, acting under the instructions of the 
Inspectors of districts which are the most closely filled with 
factories and workshops :— 


W. J. Davis acting in the Sheffield district. 


A. Platt 4 
G. B. Snape sh 
J. Pearson z 
J. L. Dutwistle ., 
R. Tinker a 


G. Sedgwick 4 


Manchester district. 

Central Metropolitan district. 
Liverpool district. 

West Metropolitan district. 
East Birmingham district. 
Glasgow district. 
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C. W. Shaw acting in the Kent, Surrey, and Sussex dis- 


trict. 

Ee. Dawson” ,; Leeds district. 

One vacant at Nail and chain district of Wol- 
verhampton. 


In the summer of 1883 the Government of Bombay 
applied for the services of an experienced Inspector of Fac- 
tories to administer the regulations of the Indian Factory 
Act in that Presidency, and in pursuance of such applica- 
tion, Mr. Jones, the Inspector for the Wolverhampton dis- 
trict, was selected, and left this country in the September 
following. Mr. Jones was appointed for five years, with the 
option of returning before the expiration of that term, and 
he availed himself of that option, and returned to duty as an 
Inspector of Factories in England, the Treasury having sanc- 
tioned, in the event of his returning, his resuming his position 
here as a redundant Inspector on the Staff. There not being 
a district vacant to which Mr. Jones could be posted, you 
approved of his services being utilised in the districts of 
Manchester, Salford, Bolton, Blackburn, Burnley, Rochdale, 
Preston, Oldham, Ashton, Staleybridge, Stockport, Maccles- 
field, Hyde, &c., taking up his residence at Manchester as a 
centre, with a view to additional inspection being made at 
meal times and those periods of the day, when work either 
in conjunction with machinery in motion, or in cleaning and 
other work when machinery is standing, is illegal. 

From the commencement of his duties in this matter there 
has been 20 prosecutions of occupiers of factories in whose 
factories work was going on at illegal times, upon the 
evidence of Mr. Jones. These prosecutions were of occupiers 
of factories in Manchester, Stockport, Bolton, Oldham, 
Ashton-under-Lyne, Darwen, ‘Todmorden, Staleybridge, 
Haslingden, Preston, Ramsbottom. 

State of trade and condition of the operatives.—The first 
report I shall quote as to the state of trade is that of Mr. 
Coles, H.M. Superintending Inspector for Lancashire and 
Treland. It is as follows :— 


“ Generally speaking, trade has improved since I made my 
report last year. 

“ Cotton trade.—The fine spinning mills are very busy, though, 
I am told, the profits are small. Coarse and medium spinning is 
not so good. The limited companies in and about Oldham, though 
the trade is somewhat better than it was last year, are mostly 
working at a loss, though they continue to run their mills, only 
two, I am informed, being stopped. ‘There can be no doubt, 
I think, that the limited companies in the cotton trade in the 





1887. ] of Factories and Workshops. 11 


Oldham district have increased too rapidly, and cannot find sufficient 
markets for the yarn they are producing. 

‘The cotton weaving trade, judging from what J have seen at 
Burnley, its chief seat, is very busy, though all say the margin of 
profit is very small. Fresh weaving sheds are, however, being 
built, and the wages of the operatives are good. 

“¢ The velveteen trade has been bad during this past year, and 
the fustian cutters have consequently suffered. There is, I am 
sorry to say, great distress among them. 

“ The unfortunate strike at Bolton, which lasted over 25 weeks 
and has only terminated a short time since, has been a serious 
blow to the Lancashire engineering trade. This sad strike, which 
might easily have been settled by arbitration, which, I think, in 
all trade disputes respecting wages should be made compulsory, 
entailed a loss of over 50,000/. in wages, to say nothing of the 
loss of orders to the employers, and a great loss to Bolton itself 
by damages during the riots, and the employment of military and 
county constabulary ; and now, after all this loss both to masters 
and men, the question of wages is to be settled, as will be seen by 
the enclosed paragraph, by a board of conciliation :— 


‘“<* Settlement of the Bolton Strike. 


‘<¢TLast night, after a strike extendiug over 25 weeks, the 
dispute in the Bolton engineering trade was brought to an end. 
Lengthy conferences have been held during the past two days 
with a view toa settlement, and it has been arranged that the 
men shall resume work at once, as required, at the old terms. <A 
board of conciliation, composed of both masters and men, is to be 
appointed to settle what, if any, is to be the rate of advance. 
The objections as to overtime also are to be withdrawn by the 
men. The final arrangements have not yet been announced, but 

it is understood that the above forms the basis of the resumption 
of work. The news has given the liveliest satisfaction in the 
| town and neighbourhood. The dispute involved over 2,000 
- men, and has considerably affected the trade and prosperity of the 
town.’ 

‘“‘T have not been able to visit Ireland this year, but I am 
informed that the linen trade in the north is going on steadily, 
| though business both in yarns and cloth is still unremunerative. 
In Belfast and other places the cuff, collar, and shirt trades are 
| pretty brisk and fairly prosperous. ‘The handkerchief industry, 
now very extensive in Belfast, is good and advancing. The same 
may be said of the fancy box trade, which follows the making up 
of handkerchiefs, &c. ‘The operatives are doing well in all depart- 
| ments. There is no change in wages, no short time, and living is 
| cheap. 

‘‘The Irish flax crop will only yield about one half the usual 
| supply this season, but there is the prospect of a good supply from 
| abroad.” 


Mr. Meade-King, H.M. Inspector for Manchester, War- 
| rington, Northwich, &c., in his report deals with the 
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condition of some of the more prominent industries in his 
district :— 


‘‘ The conditions of employment in textile factories are generally 
so uniform and well known that I do not propose to trouble you 
with any remarks on them, but there are other classes of factory 
and workshop labour concerning the conditions of which a few 
observations may be interesting and, perhaps, useful. 

‘“s Salt-making.— Within the limits of my district two distinct 
trades are carried on. Salt-making (at Northwich) and fustian- 
cutting (at Warrington, Lymm, Cadishead, and Manchester), 
which, during the last few years of general depression, have suf- 
fered perhaps more severely than any other trades in the district, 
but it is curious to note how differently, the rates of wages have 
been affected in these two, by what is known as ‘depression of 
trade” In the manufacture of salt, by the evaporation of brine, 
each pan is usually worked by two men, whose joint weekly 
earnings may now be averaged at 54s. Although a great number 
of men have been thrown out of employment by badness of trade, 
it is remarkable that there is no appreciable difference between 
the rate of wages paid now, and that which was paid when the salt 
trade was in a most flourishing condition. On the other hand, 
the wages paid to fustian-cutters now, are not more than one third 
of what were paid four or five years ago when the velvet trade 
was at its best. 

‘« Letter-press printing, &c.—In letter-press and lithographic 
printing, and bookbinding works, the customary period of employ- 
ment is from 8 a.m. till 7 p.m., but as many of the firms avail 
themselves, toa considerable extent, of the overtime special excep- 
tion, it is difficult to arrive at the average weekly earnings of the 
employed with any degree of accuracy. The same difficulty pre- 
sents itself with regard to the weekly earnings in all trades to 
which the overtime exception is applicable. 

‘* Glass works.—Wages in the glass trade are high, but-no one 
conversant with the conditions of labour in glass factories will 
think they are too high. The number of turns per week, as well 
as the duration of each turn, vary a little in the different glass 
houses, but the usual arrangement in this district is to work eight 
or nine turns of six hours each, so that practically each person 
works 48 or 54 hours per week. The glass house is always closed 
from midday, Friday, till 1 or 7 o’clock a.m. on the following 
Monday. 

** TVarehouses. —in the Manchester warehouses women and 
young persons are allowed to work overtime in ‘ hooking, lapping, 
‘ making-up, and packing, or either of these processes,’ but, whereas 
there are more than a hundred of such warehouses in Manchester, 
less than a dozen appear to be availing themselves of this legal 
privilege. There is a practice of making overtime peculiar to this 
industry and worthy of notice. In the processes of hooking and 
making-up a given quantity of work is required to be done in each 
hour, and, if employers require the speedy execution of an order, 


any addition made to the allotted hourly work of those employed 
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is allowed to be counted as so much ‘overtime’ and paid for 
accordingly. Thus yeung persons engaged in such work can 
make as much as 10 hours’ overtime in a week without having 
worked on any day a minute beyond the ordinary legal period. 
I may add that overtime work is paid for at a somewhat higher 
rate than ordinary work. 

““¢ Hooking’ is a process in which women and girls are finding 
employment in increasing numbers, though men and boys are 
more commonly engaged in the work. 

*“‘ Skirt-making, by power, was a few years ago a very impor- 
tant and thriving industry in Manchester, but, owing to a fitful 
change of fashion, and perhaps other causes, it seems to have 
declined very much, and firms which were the busiest, have either 
closed their establishments or discharged a large proportion of 
their hands, and can only find employment for the remaining ones 
for eight or nine hours a day. 

“In the miscellaneous branches of the wearing apparel trade 
the classes and conditions of labour, and rates of wages, vary sc 
materially that it is impossible to venture on an average which is 
not liable to contradiction. 

‘* Tailors.—A very large and rapidly increasing number of 
foreigners engaged in this trade, willing to work for lower wages, 
and many of them apparently regardless of the number of hours 
they work in each day, must eventually materially affect the 
average rate of wages throughout the trade. 

“‘The earnings of dressmakers and milliners must always vary 
very much according to the class of work and material on which 
they are engaged, and the ‘quality of the articles they turn out. 
That the conditions of this description of labour continue to be 


unsatisfactory is made evident by the number of complaints we 


| 
| 
| 
| 





receive. Friends and relations of girls employed in millinery, 
dressmaking, and like establishments have yet to be convinced 
that the law allows such employment to be continued from eight 
in the morning till 10 at night on 48 days in each year. 

** Children.—W ith regard to the employment of children in this 
district, 1 observe with regret a very marked decrease. Whereas 
there were about 3,000 children employed when I came ‘o the dis- 





_ trict, there are now scarcely 300. School authorities were in some 
| eases so averse to ‘half-timers’ that they exacted higher schoo! 
| fees from them than from ‘ full-timers.’ That most useful section 
| of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1878, which prohibited children 
| from cleaning machinery in motion, dealt another severe biow to 
| their employment. These and other causes combined seem to 
| point—in this district at least—to a speedy termination of half-time 
| employment of children.” 


Oldham is now the most important of the cotton districts, 


upon part of which, combined with Salford, I have the 
| following report from H.M. Inspector, Mr. Vaughan. He 
| says :— ae 


“‘ Cotton trade.—The cotton trade is the principal industry in 


| my district, comprising cotton spinning, doubling, and weaving, and 
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incidentally, dyeing, bleaching, and printing. For some years past, 


since about the year 1876, the trade has been very much depressed, _ 


owing to a variety of causes, of which the principal one is the 
increased severity of competition with the other countries, where 
the conditions of labour are more favourable to cheap production, 
whilst many and in some cases almost prohibitive duties are 
placed upon cotton goods exported from this country. At this 
moment, notwithstanding a more hopeful feeling, the margin of 
profit is infinitesimally small, and where profits are made they 
arise chiefly from speculation rather than from legitimate trade. 
During last summer there was a very general recourse to short 
time in order to defeat a cotton ‘corner’; but in the neighbour- 
hood of Oldham it is impossible to obtain unanimity on such a 
question owing to the keenness of rivalry between the limited 
companies, and the short time movement did not last more than 
three weeks. At this moment a good many private firms are 
stopped, but only two limited companies have closed their works, 
partly owing to the fact that they have every incentive to keep 
running as long as possible in order to sustain a good appearance 
before their shareholders and the general public. At the same 


time almost all the machinery in cotton mills is running full time, ° 


with the exception of the velvet trade, and business, as apart from 
profit, is in a fairly satisfactory condition. 

“Whilst, however, the position of employers has been for some 
time unremunerative and precarious, the operatives are probably 
better off than at any previous time. Their wages are good, and 
the purchasing power of their wages, owing to the cheapness of 
food and clothing, is enormously enhanced. In a paper read. 
before the British Association this year by Mr. Samuel Andrew, 
Secretary to the Oldham Master Cotton Spinners, he says: ‘If 
‘the profit of spinners and manufacturers had been commensurate 
‘with these wages, we should have had a very flourishing 
‘country. Very frequently all the members of a family over 10 
years of age are employed in one or other of the mills, and their 
joint earnings may easily amount to 5/. or upwards, whilst the 
opportunity of spending money would seem to be confined to the 
‘week end,’ z.e., from Saturday to Monday morning. But their 
habits of life are generally expensive, and a very small proportion 
of their earnings is invested, except in clubs, loan societies, and 
the like. A very small per-centage of the shares in cotton mills 
are held by the operatives themselves. At the last ‘wakes’ in 
Oldham a sum of between 40,0002. and 50,0002. was drawn out 
of their clubs for going away; but this can hardly be looked 
upon as an evidence of thrift, although it shows that the wages 
obtained are largely in excess of the expenses of living. A large 
number of operatives in Oldham own the houses in which they 
live, and, speaking generally, they are well to do. Moreover, 
the trades unions have done much to improve their position, and 
have, on the whole, made a wise use of their powerful influence, 
although occasionally unnecessary “friction has through their 
action been introduced in the relations between employers and 
employed. There is a growing disinclination to the employment 
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of children as half-timers, especially amongst the limited com- 
panies, and some private firms, who still employ them to a con- 
siderable extent, act as a sort of nursery or training ground for 
children. An exception to this is found in mills where rine 
spinning has been adopted, and if ring spinning should, as appears 
not improbable in the near future, rival or displace mule spinning, 
there would probably be an increased demand for the labour of 
children. 


“In Salford and Pendleton the wages paid in the cotton trade 
are not so good, partly owing to the fact that the mills are mostly 
of an older pattern, and the machinery, not being of the most - 
modern type, does not travel so fast or turn out so much work. 

“In Salford, too, there is a large floating population, as in 
most large cities, who neither work nor wish to work, whilst in 
Oldham almost every man, woman, and child is employed in a 
mill or machine shop. Consequently there is less appearance of 
poverty and squalor, as there is more independence and self- 
respect, which are to a great extent characteristic features of the 
workpeople about Oldham.” 


In the textile district, of which Bolton is the centre, Mr. 
Brewer, H.M. Inspector, reports :— 


“ Cotton trade.—In Bolton, Wigan, &c. trade is decidedly on 
the mend. 


‘In Bolton orders are plentiful, and I am told so in Wigan. 


*‘ Prices, though, are not better, and if the price of yarn goes 
up so does the price of cotton. 


“Tn Bolton and throughout my district hosiery manufacture or 
stocking knitting has had a wonderful development within the 
last few years. 

“ Hosiery trade.——In Bolton there is a hosiery factory em- 
ploying 140 hands, mostly females. 


“In Wigan there is one on a smaller scale employing some 12 
females. 

“Thanks to the courtesy of the inventor or patentee of the 
machine, I can give the numbers of machines supplied by him in 
my district. 

“To what be calls workshops he has supplied - 212 
“To what he calls private houses he has supplied 740 


‘“¢ A large number of the so-called private houses means virtually 
a workshop, as there are a large number who buy these machines 
who work for shops, and who employ one or more of their own 
children at home and teach them to knit and take the goods to 
shops or hawk them from door to door. 

‘s Of these there are 140 workshops in Bolton alone, and 20 in 
Farnworth, and a number of these are under inspection. I am 
not referring to those absolutely given as private houses. Nor 
has he given me all, for 1 know of some at Atherton which he 
has not given. 
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“This most likely arises from the fact that he has not supplied 
them with machines. 

“7 know of numerous places where this knitting is carried on 
where his machines are not used. 

“Women, female young persons, are all more or less employed 
in these workshops or private houses. 

‘*‘'The hosiery factory not only produces stockings but petti- 
coats, under vests in cotton and wool and, I believe, half silk. 

“The workshops more or less confine the manufacture to 
stockings. 

“6 Mineral water trade, &c.—Another manufacture which has 
made great progress is that of aérated waters, herb beer, &c. 

‘‘ When I first came to Bolton there were only at the outside 
some dozen aérated water factories. There are now some 36. 
Many started this year and last. 


‘They are scattered all over my district, even Ormskirk has 3, . 


Westhoughton 1, Maudsley 1, and Skelmersdale 1. 

“ The makers of herb beer and pop are infinite, They crop 
up on every side, and most come under the Act. 

‘In nearly all male young persons or children are employed, 
and in many femules. 

‘“‘Rope-making by hand, except for mill purposes, has nearly 
died out. 

“In Ormskirk it has been all the year exceptionally bad. 

“© Children.—The number of half-timers employed in mills and 
factories is greatly reduced. 

“In 1879 in a large cotton mill at Wigan 500 children of both 
sexes were employed. 

‘In 1887 I should be puzzled to find 40. 

“ In Bolton mills they have wonderfully decreased, and the whole 
numbers all round would have dwindled down very perceptibly 
were it not that dressmakers, milliners, undertakers, coffin makers, 
umbrella coverers, &c. are now taking them. 

‘« Dressmakers especially take children now, and this I regret, as 
the stooping over the work is very injurious to young children, 
and tends to sow consumption, ‘The reason often given for 
taking them is that the mothers wish them to learn to sew, which 
they allege they are not well taught in school. Taking young 
girls at more mature age is objected to, as they only spoil material 
and then leave at the end of their two years and set up for them- 
selves.” 


Mr. Taylor, H.M. Inspector for Preston, who has a district 
comprising a good deal of the cotton industry, and the iron 
trade of the north-west, reports upon the general state of his 
district :-— 


‘ Cotton trade—The cotton trade in my district is improving 
more than the woollen or other textile trades, especially in the 
weaving branch. Several sheds, closed of late, have recently been 
re-started, and several others are in process of construction ; while 
small extensions for the accommodation of new looms are very 
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' general. In some quarters there is even a complaint of a want of ~ 


weavers; and on the other hand I have heard nowhere lately, except 
in a few instances at Carlisle, of either spinners or weavers wanting 
work and being unable to obtain it. It is to be noted, however, 
that so far as Preston is concerned the depression of trade that 
spread over the factory districts after 1875 was never felt in so 
aggravated a form there as in some other quarters. There is a 
greater diversity in the fabrics woven there than is common in 
most cotton factory towns, and in particular there was a cotton 
texture called ‘sateen’ that was a very successful manufacture 
just at the height of the distress.. This texture is not at present 
indeed in such demand, and the manufacture of it is more dis- 
persed, but the Preston masters have learned the lesson of 
adapting their looms to what happens at the moment to be in 
request, and have thus managed for the mcst part to keep them at 
work throughout this and other changes, — ' 

“* [ron trade.—In the iron district, alung the north-west coast, 
there were encouraging symptoms that the long depression that 
has prevailed there was drawing to a close. A few furnaces, out 
of blast for some years, had been blown in again; the plate rolling 
and steel rail mills were more actively employed; and in at all 
events one instance the plant of a large new rail mill has recently 
been put down; but more recent accounts lead to the fear that the 
furnaces lately blown in may be put out. 

“ Wages in tron trade.—The wages in this trade have varied 
surprisingly little during the last few years notwithstanding the 
great fall in the price of iron. Of course I exclude the period of 
the great inflation 10 to 15 years ago, when they ranged ridiculously 
high, and am considering ouly the time that followed. Moulders 
are making now 2/. 5s. a week and upwards (that is for a week of 
75 days); labourers, 19s. or 20s. That is to say, they are makiny 
as much now when pig iron is selling at from 40s. to 42s. a ton as 
when it was selling at from 50s. to 52s. Notwithstanding this com- 
paratively favourable position, hawever, there are probably few 
classes of operatives among whom there is greater real distress. This. 
little varying wage is far from being, or having been, a continuous 
one, but cn the contrary has been, amd is, uncertain and intermittent. 
Periods of great exertion in this industry alternate with periods 
of complete idleness, for the great machinery employed cannot 
be set in motion and worked at a profit except at considerable 
cost and with a view to very rapid production. The mills and 
furnaces must either be in full work or not at work at all. The 


“consequence is that owing to causes over which they have no 


control, and of which even they have commonly no knowledge, 
the workers are in receipt of wages or not, as the case may be. 
The result is deteriorating and demoralising ; and poverty and 
misery prevail among them to a large, though I am happy te 
believe a decreasing, extent. 

‘“‘ Of the minor industries in my district those under the work- 
shop regulations are the most numerous, and the most numerous 
of them such as are concerned about the production of articles 
of wearing apparel. There kas been a decided improvement in 
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the manner of conducting these industries of late years. The 
_ workshops are built better and kept better than formerly. The 
hours of labour are shorter and more regular, and the whole 
tone and spirit of employment and occupation in them has been 
ameliorated. I seldom visit a workshop of the dressmaking or 
millinery class in country towns now without obtaining gratifying 
assurance of the value of the statutory provisions applying to 
them. 

‘‘The work-rooms occupied by tailors are not quite so satis- 
factory, nor those where clog-making (a considerable trade in 
Lancashire) is pursued. Nevertheless even these afford but little 
substantial ground for complaint, and are moreover steadily 
improving.” 


The slate trade of North Wales is reported upon by Mr. 
Richmond, H.M. Inspector of the district :— 


“ Quarries.—This is an industry which employs many thousand 
hands, and almost all of the chief quarries are included in my 
district. A few particulars in connexion with it may therefore be 
interesting. Iam glad to be able to report that this important 
trade has shown signs of considerable briskness of late. There 
has been a ready sale for slates and stocks are not large, but prices 
are still very low. : 

‘“The employment is almost entirely piece-work, but of a. 
peculiar order. Every four weeks the ‘bargains’ in the quarries 
are let to the different ‘ crews,’ which consist of two or sometimes 
three partners and a dayman or dresser. The crew is thus made 


up of — 
1 or 2 rockmen (working in the quarry to get 
“ Partners slate). 
I splitter, who works on the surface. 


**] dresser, who dresses the slates to size after 
they have been split. 

“‘ The standard wages which are approximately aimed at are 4s. — 
per day for the rockmen and splitters and 3s. per day for the 
dresser. 

“ When a ‘bargain’ is let, it is taken at so much per thousand 
slates, according to size; but as the ‘ bargain’ may consist of good 
or indifferent rock, and the quantity of slates made will vary very 
much accordingly, ‘ poundage’ is added to what is earned by the 
men through slates made according to the fixed tariff. In some — 
cases where the rock is poor as much as 40s. ‘ poundage’ is added 
to each 20s. earned by the manufacture of slates according to 
tariff. 
‘* Hence the word ‘bargain, whereby it is meant that the — 
quarrymen bargain for a certain amount of ‘ poundage’ when the — 
four-weekly letting takes place. The quarrymen or partners may 
therefore earn a little more than 4s. per day, but the standard — 
aimed at by the letting is as stated above. Boys are also admitted — 
to the quarries on piece-work, and a boy so admitted is termed — 
in Welsh a ‘rybelwr’ or rubbler in English. A boy so admitted 
has no connexion with the bargains, but obtains pieces of slat 
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rock from the rubble or rubbish heaps, wherever he can, or. some- 
times from the quarrymen for helping them. From the pieces 
of rock so obtained he makes slates, and is paid according to the 
tariff. 
‘* Most of the quarries are now working six days per week; but 
Lord Penhryn’s are only open five days per week, having worked 
only four days for the first 14 weeks of the year.” 


The two following reports are from H.M. Inspectors 
Cameron and Woodgate. 

Belfast and north of Ireland.—Myr. Cameron’s report deals 
with the north of Ireland, small in area but full of manu- 
facturing life, and reviews the different industries seriatim. 
The first industry named is— 


“Flax spinning and weaving—The condition of the staple 
industry of the north of Ireland calls for no special remark. It 
continues depressed though retaining as much vitality as has been 
evidenced of recent years. There are no changes to be chronicled 
in the conditions of employment other than advancement in fencing 
of machinery, ventilation, &c., and a decrease of accidents of a 
severe nature. Child labour continues to be an important feature, 
and I have noticed an increase in the number of children who 
have been enabled to avail themselves of certificates of educational 
proficiency in order to work full time. 

_ * Print works.—It is to be observed that as large an amount 
of block printing is done by hand as before, and the number of 
printing machines now in use has considerably increased ; and I 
believe this to arise mainly from the large extension in the hand- 
kerchief industry. In the hand printing, child labour, as tearers, 
is still largely used, the children being paid by their respective 
| printers, though, of course, working under the responsibility of the 
firm. A noticeable feature in the handkerchief printing trade, 
and one worthy of remark, is the introduction by one firm of 
| women as hand block printers, with girl tearers. I am informed 
that although considerable difficulty attended this innovation, its 
| continuance is secured, and the experiment has been thoroughly 
satisfactory. 

_ “ Rope and twine works.—Here is an example of the great 
| commercial prosperity which, in spite of considerable dulness in 
the staple linen industry, exists in Belfast. Ten years ago the 
‘number of hands employed at one firm was 100 all told, now 800 
are employed, and it is hoped that soon 1,000 may be at work. 
| Demands upon one firm come from almost every important seaport 
town, whilst they supply a considerable portion of the trades of 
|the United Kingdom. The largest cable and the smallest fishing 
| twine are manufactured on the premises; and some idea of the 
‘extent of the factory and the machine and hand labour employed 
_can be obtained from the fact that upwards of 20 tons are pro- 
iduced daily of this species of manufacture. The whole area of 
the works covers a space of over 7 acres, of which about 6 acres 
}are under cover. The importance of such an industry, and its 


se: 













20 Annual Report of H.M. Chief Inspector [81st Oct. 


value to the prosperity of the working class in Belfast, may be 
estimated by the above facts. 

“ Handkerchief trade —There are two distinct branches of the 
handkerchief trade in Belfast. ‘The one dealing with linen hem- 
stitched handkerchiefs, the other with handkerchiefs hem-stitched, 
but of cotton material. The former has been established for many 
years, and calls for no special remarks, ‘The latter is of recent 
growth, and within the last three years has extended very largely, 
having become indeed quite a feature among the industries of the 
town. This development has arisen, I believe, from the fact that 
the hem-stitching process was first introduced in the north of 
Ireland, and that the labour obtainable in Belfast is better in- 
structed than elsewhere, and also that educated habits perhaps 
enable the Belfast manufacturers to turn out with greater facility 
a superior article, cotton in texture, and fine cambric in finish and 
appearance. ‘These are reasons alleged to me, and certainly the 
fact remains that within the time I have named the number of 
new concerns started, and attaining rapid growth, in this industry 
have been very and exceptionally large. 

“ Pinafore manufacturers.—The pinafore trade may be said to 
have commenced in Belfast some 10 years since, having hitherto 
been confined chiefly, I believe, to Glasgow. Since its introduc- 
tion here, and owing mainly to exceptional opportunities for 
obtaining linens at moderate rates, with occasional odd lots, it has 
considerably extended; and as an additional reason for this in- 
crease it may be said that, perhaps here, the rates of wages are 
more moderate than elsewhere. ‘Ten years ago there was but one 
firm in the trade in Belfast. There are now 10 at least. 

* Shirt-making—Shirt-making is the staple industry of the 
City of Londonderry, where there are four large non-textile fac- 
tories, besides many very important places under the Workshop 
Act through not using power, and, in addition, what are called 
‘stations’ in connexion with the Derry centres, and scattered — 
through the country, where hands are employed and work given 
out. Belfast also does a considerable shirt trade, but small in 
comparison with Londonderry. I have no particular observations 
to make regarding the industry itself, save that, seemingly, it 
continues to hold its own, and is in a fairly prosperous condition, 
yielding a very important field for labour. 

“ Shipyard and engine works.—The principal firm is that of — 
Messrs. Harland and Wolff. 

“It is, perhaps, unnecessary to remark on the character and — 
importance of this firm, their name being so well known. I may 
say, however, that the works now cover an area of over 40 acres. — 
Some few years back separate engine works were erected, com- — 
prising brass and iron foundries; forges; turneries; and pattern, — 
boiler-making, fitting, machine, and erecting shops. The ship- 
building premises include spacious workshops for smiths, 
machinists, joiners, cabinet-makers, French polishers, spar-_ 
makers, boat builders, riggers, upholsterers, plumbers, galva- — 
nisers, and other trades; also sail-lofts, sawmills, and stores. The — 
firm now build for many of the largest firms in the shipping © 
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trade, and they occasionally receive orders from the Admiralty. 
They pay about 5,000/. a week in wages, and employ some 4,800 


men and lads. 


“ There exists likewise in Belfast two other important ship- 
kuilding works, Messrs. Workman, Clark, & Co., and Messrs. 
McIlwaine, Lewis, & Co., and these are yearly increasing in size 
and importance. 

‘“* Tobacco factories—The number of tobacco factories has de- 


ereased within a period of years. At the same time, there has 


arisen in one instance a very marked extension. Enlarged pre- 
mises, additional employment of labour, and an amount of weekly 
duty paid to the Revenue, which ot itself exceeds considerably the 
sum obtained when there existed more numerous works, being in 
fact, in this one instance, an average of 8,000/. weekly. The firm 
to which I allude some few years since employed under 100 hands. 
It now gives employment to over 400. 

“* Confectionery, jams, jellies, and marmalade.—A very marked 
prosperity has attended the gradual extension of a firm in Belfast. 
Their premises have been considerably enlarged, and as an evi- 
dence of the amount of business done, I may mention that in one 
week during the month of August last 2,197/. worth of sugar was 
used in the manufacture of preserves. On one day of the same 
month the town traveller of the firm sold in Belfast 50 tons of 
preserves, and orders came in on the same day from wholesale 
houses in the town for 30 tons additional. The firm started some 
12 years ago, commencing with about 380 hands. They now 
employ in the preserve and confectionery departments 130. 

“ Patent ‘ glacier’ window decoration manufacturers.—This 
industry is peculiar to one firm, and has been referred to before 
in my reports. It was opened six years ago, and has gradually 
increased, having now a market and agencies all over the world. 
Briefly explained, the process is manufacture of a material which 
when placed on ordinary glass renders a close imitation of the 
more expensive staining operation, and one difficult to detect. I 


| deem the mention of the industry to be interesting, if only as an 


illustration of the push and vitality of general trade in the north 


| of Ireland. 


“ Soap and candle works—The industry of paraffin candie 
making in Belfast is a comparatively recent one. I believe it to 
have been in a measure forced owing to the fact of English 
manufacturers having so largely introduced cheap wax candles, 
and so compelled abandonment of the inferior tallow lights. The 
industry is extending. 

“ The soap trade may likewise be said to show expansion. TI am 
informed that whereas some years since customers were limited 
to Ulster, these are now to be found throughout the whole of 
Ireland, as well as in England and abroad. 

“ Lucifer match works.—I am informed that there is a marked 


+ social improvement in the class of workers engaged in this trade. 


In former times the industry was somewhat looked down on, 


| and there was considerable difficulty in securing respectable 


hands. This was met by employment at an early age, and gradual 
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education, which, in a measure, secured continuance of service, but 
such difficulties have now disappeared. The employment of 
children also has ceased owing to improvements in machinery in 
the factory. The trade, besides supplying largely in Ireland, 
exports to England and the Isle of Man. 

“ Scutch mills—No great aiteration is appar ent in this in- 
dustry. It was thought that the ‘Cardon’ scutching machine, 
alluded to in my report of last year, might, if practically suecess- 
ful, do away with many of the small mills, and centralise the work 
in different districts; but J am led to understand from inquiry 
that the flax turned out by this patent does not entirely recom- 
mend itself to the spinners, although sufficiently useful in, espe- 
cially, coarse spinping. The use of the machine has not therefore, 
so far as I have observed, become general, and the patent has been 
brought to the notice of the public quite recently, but whether 
this will obtain popularity and general use remains to be seen.” 


Central, western, south-western, and southern counties of — 


Treland.—Mr. Woodgate, whose district comprises the City 
of Dublin and the central, south-eastern, southern, western, 
and south-western counties of Ireland, refers in general 
terms to the condition of the factories under his supervision, 
which, with the exception of those in Dublin, Cork, and a 
few other towns, are scattered over a wide area, and present 
few features of interest :— 


“7 beg to report that during the last year there has been no 
improvement in trade in this district. In some of the factories 
at times they have been kept busy, but the one complaint is the 
continued fal! in prices, and the consequent unremunerative 
prefits. 

“ Handkerchief industry.—Among the number of different in- 
dustries which come under inspection under the Factory and 
Workshop Act the handkerchief hemming, veining, and em- 
broidery work shows the greatest amount of vitality. The num- 
bers of factories and workshops in this particular branch have 
steadily increased year by year fcr the last few years. This 
industry is chiefly confined to the counties Armagh and Down. 
A few months ago I received numbers of overtime notices from 


the different handkerchief factories, which showed the masters q 


were kept busy ; but of late I find great depression has set in in 
this branch of trade, owing chiefly to over-production, a natural 
result of the keen competition and of the great increase in the 


number of new works. At present I find many of the masters — 


are only able to keep the workers employed three-quarters time. 
All the workers in this class of industry are females, and, as a 


rule, are able to earn good and constant wages. It is a class of © 


work much appreciated by the workers, who seem to prefer it to 
employment in spinning or weaving factories. 

“A gentleman in the handkerchief trade in Lurgan has kindly 
supplied me with the average rates of wages, which may be of 
interest, and which I append :— 
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‘“‘ Handkerchief washers - - - 9s. 6d. per week. 
i smoothers - - 8s. Od. as 
+s folders and pressers - 10s. Od. 5 
5 drawers (children em- 
ployed at home) - 2s. 6d. sy 
3 overseers or hand sewers 
5s. to 11s. Od. is 
veiners - - 12s. to 16s. Od. 


99 19 

“The town of Lurgan, of which the population is 10,133, is 
- the chief seat of the handkerchief industry. Out of Belfast I 
should say it is the most important town in Ireland from an indus- 
trial point of view. There are recorded in the factory register 56 
factories under the Act in the town and immediate neighbourhood, 
as well as a large number of workshops and domestic workshops. 
There seems to be employment for every one, especially females of 
all ages. Unlike numbers of other towns in Ireland, Lurgan is a 
busy, prosperous, industrious, increasing town. 

“In addition to the persons employed in the handkerchief 
works, there is also a very large domestic industry carried on in 
the country round Lurgan, Portadown, Dromore, &c., where the 
mothers of families and children are able to get handkerchiefs 
from the factories to take home and hem, vein, and draw. This 
domestic industry is much valued by the poor people, as it gives 
them almost constant employment in their homes, where other- 
wise they would be idle. The want of such a domestic industry 
as this is much felt throughout the south and west of Ireland. 

“At each of the factories lately visited I was told they were 
greatly in want of female labour. Every female in the town, 
whether married or not, is supplied with ample means of work in 
the handkerchief industry, such as drawing, veining, hemming, 
folding, and embroidering, a great deal of which can be, and 
is, done in the private dwellmg-houses. Mr, Bullock tells me, 
owing to the scarcity of female labour, he has been obliged 
to establish agencies in Donegal, Newtown, Hamilton, Cross- 
maglen, &c., where he sends handkerchiefs in large quantities 
to be embroidered by the country people in and around these 
villages. These villages are all in Ulster. It seems to me that 
in the south and west of Ireland, where the absence of all indus- 
tries is very remarkable, that it might be a good opportunity if 
this industry could be opened up in any part of the country out 
of Ulster, and I remarked to the gentlemen, viz., Mr. Bullock, 
Mr. Clendenning, and Mr. Watson, that if in my travels in the 
south and west 1 met any persons who could give the industry a 
start I should be glad to put them into communication with the 
firms. I find in this country that the people in Ulster know very 
little of the people out of Ulster. All the above gentlemen said 
they would be very glad to try the experiment of sending hand- 
kerchiefs to any town out of Ulster where the people could be 
depended on, and they—especiaily Mr. Bullock—would see that 
they were taught how to do the embroidery. If this industry 
could be extended to the south it will be productive, in my humble 
opinion, of real and lasting good among the poor people, whose 
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great want is industrial employment. I have already reported 
that the only industry in all my district which shows any vitality 
is the pocket-handkerchief one. I am told as much as 5s. 6d. and 
6s. a week can be earned at the embroidery by females working 
in their own homes. . 

‘‘ Since I reported last year on the hand-loom weaving trade, 
i regret there has been no improvement in the prices the weavers 
ean earn, which average between 6s. and 8s. a week for 12 to 14 
hours’ work a day. These weavers are a most industrious class 
of persons, and are very numerous in the province of Ulster. 
They chiefly make fine linens and Irish cambric handkerchiefs. 


The masters tell me they have a greater demand for the cheaper. 


handkerchiefs made by the power loom ; hence the small prices 
these poor weavers are able to earn.. 

“ Corn and flour mills form the chief industry in the west and 
south of Ireland, and I regret to report that I find this about the 
most depressed of all the trades in the country. I have seen 
numbers of large corn and flour mills closed, not to be re-opened, 
and numbers are closing every day. Nearly all the owners attri- 
bute the cause of the depression to the action of free trade, and 
nearly all, with very few exceptions, would be glad to sce a pro- 
tective duty introduced. The depression in this trade also ma- 
terially affects other classes of factories in the west and south, such 
as the machine makers and the spinning and weaving factories, in 
which are made the sacks for the flour. 

“The number of wool spinning and weaving factories in the 
Cork district is 74. Some of them are very small, and in very 
isolated parts of the country, carrying on a local trade, often only 
working at the times of the year immediately after the sheep are 
shorn. I find, on the whole, these mills are fairly prosperous. 

‘¢In addition to the above 74 wool mills, there are 16 wool mills 
in the Dublin and nerthern district, and 4 in the Belfast district, 
making a total of 9+ in Ireland. 

“There does not appear to be any tendency to start any new 
industries in Ireland out of Ulster, if I except butter and condensed 
milk, 

“ Holidays in Ireland.--When visiting a large wool mill in 
July last I was particularly struck, on examining the factory 
register book, with the number of hclidays given in the work. I 
give the holidays as extracted from the register up to July :— 

‘‘New Year’s Day, Epiphany, St. Patrick’s Day, Lady Day 
(March 25), Races, Ascension Day, Corpus Christi, St. Peter 
and St. Paul; and, in addition to these days, the following, I am 
told, are always given :— Lady Day (August 15), All Saints’ Day 
(November 1), Christmas Day. 

‘Tt will be seen from this list neither Good Friday nor Easter 
Monday is given; one of these latter days is, however, required to 
be given in Ireland under the Factory and Workshop Act, 1878. 

“This makes a total of 12 days. 

‘“* The master of the factory informed me he was obliged to give 
a holidays, although a very serious loss and inconvenience to 
nim. 


ee 
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*¢ When it is considered all the expensive machinery in the mill 
is standing idle on these holidays, that full wages must be paid to 
the heads and overseers of the factory, although the younger hands 
are not paid for the holidays, it will be seen how serious must be 
the loss. With the great competition which at present exists, not 
only among all classes throughout the United Kingdom, but also 
with foreign countries, where the operatives work longer hours 
and for less wages, this compulsory closing of mills must cause 
creat loss to master as well as worker.” 


Flax scutehing.—I recently went to Newtownards, in the 
co. Down, to see a new flax scutching machine invented by 
Mr. Johnston of the Kiltonga Bleach Works. 

Two gentlemen owning flax spinnivg mills in this district 
spoke to me in very favourable terms of the machine. 
Mr. Johnston had the machine set to work in order to show 
it. It scutches the flax very clean, and does not appear in 
ny way to injure the fibre. It requires no rollers and is so 
constructed as to be almost impossible for an accident to 
happen. A great advantage it possesses is it can be readily 
moved about the country, and any farmer possessing one 
could, after he has scutched his own flax, let it out to his. 
neighbours. In fact it seems to me the very thing wanted 
to encourage the growth of flax in the south and west of 
Ireland. Mr. Johnston informed me he js in communica- 
tion with a gentleman near Clonakilty, in the co. Cork, who 
is anxious to try it. It seems to me, as a commencement, 
it should be tried near seaport towns within easy distance of 
steamboat communication. The cost of the machine is 551, 
and for economy of labour Mr. Johnston Tecomnmends a pair 
to be used together. 

Between the years 1848 and 1858 I ipdercuend the 
Government gave a grant of 1,000/. a year, paid through the 
Royal Dublin Society, towards encouraging the growth of 
flax in the south and west of Ireland; and as a further 
means of encouragement I am informed the Flax Supply 
Association, Belfast, spent between 1868 and 1877 the sum 
of 7,495/. 6s. 9d., which was subscribed for by manufacturers 
in Ulster. 

Railway rates.—In these days of acute competition and 
reduced rates of profit I find one of the causes which acts 
injuriously against the manufacturing interests of this country 
is the excessive rates charged by some of the railway com- 
panies for the carriage of manufactured goods and coal. One 
gentleman, the owner of a large factor y on the Great 
Northern Railway Company, Ireland, a few miles fron: 
Belfast, recently informed me to get coal from Belfast 
costs 2s. 9d. a ton by rail, and he is consequently obliged to 
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get it by canal, which costs him only 2s. a ton. This gentle- 
man informs me his consumption of coal amounts to 3,000 tons 
a year. Thesame gentleman informs me he sends his manu- 
factured goods to Belfast by cart. In another mill, on the 
same line of rail, I am informed the consumption of coal is 
1,560 tons a year, and in another mill it is 2,340 tons a year, 
all sent by canal boat. I am informed by ‘millowners’ that 
manufactured goods, to escape the heavy railway rates, are © 
carted from Lisburn, Banbridge, Armagh, Newry, Lurgan, 
Portadown, &c., and in addition quantities of provisions are 
also sent by road. One millowner tells me there are now 
more carts carrying goods between Lurgan and Belfast than — 
have been known before for years. When one hears com- 
plaints all over Ireland of bad trade, small profits, the 
closing of mills, and the causes attributed, viz., free trade, 
the want of fair trade, reciprocity, &c, it would seem 
anomalous that one of the causes should be a policy which 
keeps up high railway rates. The loss to the railway com- 
panies by the carriage of goods, coals, &c. by other means 
than by rail must be very great in the course of the year ; 

and of course it becomes an open question whether it does 
not afford ameans of enabling the foreigner to compete with 
us on more favourable terms and undersell us in our own 
markets. Nor is this less felt only by tne manufacturer and 
the railway company, but, indirectly, it must tell on the poor 
operatives, inasmuch as no millowner will carry on business 
at a loss. It must tend in the long run to the closing of too 
many of our industries, thereby swelling the numbers of the 
unemployed poor. 

The manager of one of the largest factories in Dublin 
recently informed me his firm were obliged to send their 
goods from Dublin to Glasgow for delivery in Cork in con- 
sequence of the heavy railway rates and the reduced cost of 
transport by steamboat. 

The closing of any industry causes in too many cases wide- 
spread distress among the poor operatives, breaking up many 
a home and frequently resulting in enforced emigration. 

It will be seen from the reports sent in by me it is the 
exception in Ireland to report the starting of any new 
industry. 

To use the words of Cobden, * the country that has not 
“ many factories will have many workhouses.” 

Should not advantages and encouragement, where possible, 
be held out to capitalists to embark in industries which would 
give employment to our increasing numbers of unemployed, 
and at the same time be valuable feeders to our railway 
system ? 
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On the subject of railway rates I extract the following 
from the Irish Manufacturer’s Journal of January 14, 1888: 
“ The commencement of a rapid and permanent revival of 
‘ alJ Irish industries will date from the day when there is a 
** radical reduction of all inland freights, and a thorough re- 
*“ adjustment of foreign through freights.” 

Mr. Henderson, the Superintending Inspector of Scotland, 
and the four northern counties of England with the north of 
Laneashire, has favoured me with some most interesting 
observations upon the condition of the prominent trades in 
his district, and comparison of wages, showing the present 
condition as respects wages, and the social condition of the 
wage earners :— 


“ State of trade.—It is with much satisfaction that I feel able 
to report to you that there has been a sensible improvement in 
trade in my division during the last month or two. The fact that 
this improvement is not limited to any particular branch of manu- 
facturing industry encourages the hope that we have at last seen 
the end of the long period of commercial depression under which 
the country has laboured. 

“‘ Iron trade.—I have recently visited the iron manufacturing 
districts of the north of England, and although so far as profit is 
concerned there is not yet much to boast about, yet some confidence 
is felt that the winter will be got over without any of that severe 
suffering and distress among the operative population which has 
been experienced for several successive years. ‘The gradual substi- 
tution of steel for iron in shipbuilding, bridge building, and other 
engineering work has given a fresh impetus to the manufacture of 
steel from the hematite ures found in the north-west of England, 
and the furnaces in Cumberland have been much better employed 
this year than for some time past. The opening up of some 
additional iron ore mines in the district has also increased the 
demand for labour there, and if the cost of the freight of Spanish 
ores increases as it now promises to do, a good deal more will 
probably be done in this direction. 

‘‘In the Middlesborough district the price of pig iron although it 
has improved is still so low as to lea¥e but a slender margin for 
the maker; but in this district also the demand for steel and 
finished iron has increased, and some of the establishments engaged 
in their production may be said to be busy...The same remarks 
may be said 10 apply generally to the iron and steel irades of the 
west of Scotland. 

“In shipbuilding some good orders have been booked during 
the last month or two, and the building yards on the Clyde, the 
Tyne, the Wear, and the Tees will present a busier aspect this 
winter than they have done for several years. 

“In the textile industries in my division a considerable im- 
provement in trade can also be reported. The cotton manu- 
facturers of Lancashire are well employed, and in some places they 
are within a measurable distance of suffering from a scarcity of 
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labour. In the border counties, in the tweed and hosiery industries, 
the depression has been comparatively speaking but lightly felt, 
and trade there continues fairly satisfactory. In the north-east 
of Scotland an improvement may be reported also in the jute 
manufacture, which has suffered from great depression in common 
with some branches of the linen manufacture. In the west of 
Scotland, in and about Glasgow, such has been the improvement 
lately in manufacturing that I have found some employers with 
looms standing idle for lack of weavers. 

“ Wages.—The most striking fact, I think, in connexion with 
the trade depression which has prevailed throughout the country 
is the comparatively slight reduction which has taken place in wages 
Although thousands of skilled workmen and labourers have at 
times been out of employment, yet reductions in the rate of wages 
paid to them generally have been the exception. The earnings of 
the workpeople in Lancashire from all I can learn are as high if 
not higher now than they have ever been known to be since the 
cotton manufacture was introduced. In the tweed and hosiery 
industries of the south of Scotland the experience is the same. 
In the jute manufacture the rate of wages is 10 per cent. higher 
than last year, although it is still 25 per cent. beiow what it 
was when the trade was in the heyday of its prosperity. The 
wages of skilled artizans in what may be termed the miscellaneous 
trades practically remain unaltered. ‘The mason, the joiner, the 
bricklayer, the painter, the blacksmith, the letter-press printer, 


the bookbinder, and others have suffered no sensible general’ 


reduction. In the iron and shipbuilding trades the rates paid for 
piece-work have, however, been reduced, and the day labourer 
has suffered severely. A reduction of 10, 20, 30, and even in 
some exceptional instances of 50 per cent. on his remuneration 
has taken place. The fall in agricultural wages also has been 
very considerable. I am indebted to numerous correspondents for 
most valuable information which they have sent me in detail in 
regard to the wages paid now and formerly; but it is, perhaps, not 
necessary to give more than a summary of the results which I have 
arrived at. 

Shipbuilding.—The following figures represent the time rate 
of wages paid weekly to a shipbuilding yard on the Clyde at the 
duties mentioned: 1881 when the trade was fairly prosperous ; 
1882 the year the largest tonnage on record was launched; and 
1887 after several years of serious depression. 
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Rivetters and caulkers - af di Bye 0 129: 28 i? 30.40 
Holders-on - - - O18 7 £0.10 0 16 103 
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——- | 1881. | 1882. | 1887. 

2 A a £s. d £. 3. d 
Joiners - - = = 1 12° 8 lst 9 aco 43 
Blacksmiths - - - 110 4% 1s 1L2pced, beatin 
Painters - - - 114 4 113 9 110 4% 
Plumbers - - - 1 14 4 113-9 Pytoy 45 
Engineers - - - Ei 6 Togs is boee 9 

0 16 11 016.4 0; Tos 9 


Labourers S - < | 


The rates of wages paid may have differed from these slightly 
in different establishments, but they may be accepted as fairly 
representative. 


Agriculture.—With respect to agricultural wages, which in 
certain districts have an important influence on the labour market 
of the district in manufacturing, I have been furnished with 
the following statement from the border counties :— 








Hinds’ Wages. | 1877. | 1887. 
Hiss oO BE S58 
In money - - = - -/| 25 0 0 21 0. 90 
65 stone of oatmeal - - - - G10" £0 412 0 
2 bolls of barley - - a - | 2) 1850 114 0 
700 yards potatoes, value - - ~ 2.0" 0 210 Q 
Coals - - - - - - T2200 bee 0 








3547 O_O 3b Sing 





‘‘ Tn addition to this the hind receives produce for one cow and 
harvest food for one month, and a free house and garden, 

“Tn the same district the wages of women working in the fields 
was ls. 6d. a day in 1877 and 1s. 3d. in 1887. 

“ Boys from 14 to 16 years of age received in addition to board 
and lodging in 1877 from 6/. to 7d. 10s., in 1887 from 81. to 
5d. 10s. 

‘“‘] have also been furnished with some interesting statements of 
the wages paid in the north of Scotland, and the following, which 
are those current on a farm in Aberdeenshire, may be taken as 
fairly representative. 
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el 1875. 1887. 











. a) a eee LB Be GS. ae 
With board and lodging : ae 
Managing grieve - - 42 0-0 36 0 0 
Foreman or ordinary grieve - 36 0-0 32 0 0 
First horseman ~ - - 30 0-0 24 0 0 
Second horseman - ee 27 0 = 0 21 0 0 
Cattleman - - - 30 0.<~0 25. 20s 
Married men : 
In money - - A260" % 92 O 
In allowances - ~| 19 4 15 16 
-45 4 — 37 16 0 
Way labourer, per day - - 0 38.0 03597549 
Harvest hands - - ~ | SOO ADS &.0 








“The result of my inquiries respecting the wages paid in Scot- 
land go to show that the reduction during the depression has 
rarely exceeded from 15 to 25 per cent. In Ayrshire a firm of 
ironmasters by the introduction of a number of foreigners, Russian 
Poles, have succeeded in reducing the wages of their labourers to 
12s. a week; but Iam glad to be able to say thai this is so tar 
quite an exceptional experience. 

«At the present time the average rate of wages paid in Scotland 
may be accepted to be for skilled artizans from 25s. to 30s. weekly, 
for labourers 15s. weekly, and for women from 8s. to 10s. weekly. 

“‘ Professor Thorold Rogers in his well-known and exhaustive 
book on work and wages states that the end of the 15th and 
beginning of the 16th centuries was the golden age of the English 
labourer. The prevailing wages paid during that period were 
Gd. day to artizans and 4d, a day to labourers. The average 
price of wheat during the period 1401 to 1540 was 5s. 113d. per. 
quarter. That is to say, an artizan at this period could earn 
enough by a week’s labour to purchase two thirds and a labourer 
- one third of a quarter of wheat. The wages and prices now 
current present a marked contrast to this. An artizan with a 
much shorter day’s labour will earn ds. a day, and a labourer 
95, 6d. to 3s. A week’s labour of the former would enable 
him to purchase a whole quarter of wheat instead of a haif, 
while the labourer could command a half or something more 
instead of a third of a quarter. Measured by the mere cost 
of food the workman of to-day is clearly better off than even in 
the days described by Professor Rogers as golden. But the 
difficulties which even the best paid class of our operatives find in 
maintaining themselves and their families even in these times 
forcibly illustrates the great change which has taken place in the 
social habits of the people. At the opening of this century the 
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condition of the operative classes in this country must have been | 
most wretched. The highest wage then paid to a skilled artizan 
was 18s. a week, and in country districts they had to be content 
with 10s. or 12s., while the labourer got at least a third less. 
Before the harvest of 1801 was secured the average price of wheat 
rose to 180s. a quarter, and the quartern loaf was sold as high as 
ls. 10}d. Bread of a much better quality has been and is now 
selling in Scotland at 4d. and 4§d. The great rise in wages 
which has been experienced in this country has practically all 
taken place within the last 40 years, and the facts which I have 
just stated show how slightly they have been affected by the de- 
pression which has prevailed so long. but which it is to be hoped 
is now passing away. ‘Two causes have been at work, so far as I 
have been able to judge, preventing any serious fall in wages (1) 
the influence of the trades unions, and (2) the disinclination of 
many of the employers to reduce wages if they could possibly 
avoid it, and the fear entertained by others of provoking a contest 
with the unions. Although it would be idle to deny that there 
has been a considerable amount of suffering and distress among the 
working population in some districts during this depression, yet 
in others the margin of surplus labour has never been great, and 
employers even though they had been inclined to reduce wages 
could hardly have ventured to do so without the risk of losing 
their most efficient workpeople. I feel free to add aiso that during 
my service in the Factory Department, which has now extended 
over a quarter of .a century, 1 have noted a growing indisposition 
on the part of employers to reduce wages during a temporary 
depression. 

“ The statistics of pauperism in Scotland may be quoted as a 
proof that the depression in trade has not pressed so heavily upon 
the population as might have been anticipated. Since 1880 the 
number of paupers of all classes in receipt of relief in Scotland 
has actually diminished. In 1880 the total number was 103,186, 
or 2°7 of the population ; in 1884 it fell to 94,642, or a proportion 
2:4 per cent. of the population; and although the numbers for the 
current year 1887 was somewhat higher—96,536—vet the propor» 
tion to the population remains unaltered owing to its increasing 
numbers. 

‘¢ Several causes have contributed to this result; (1) the unpre- 
cedented low price of food; (2) the comparatively small extent to 
which the wages of those in actual employment have been reduced ; 
and (8) the great expansion which has taken place in the employ- 
ment of women and girls by the establishment of new industries, 
aud the expansion of old ones in which women’s work is found 
suitable. | 

“ Confectionery, &c.—Some of these new industries we owe to 
the fiscal policy of our foreign manufacturing competitors, and 
others to the introduction of new and improved machinery. 
The extremely low price of sugar has given a great impetus to 
the confectionery and fruit-preserving industries in Scotland, and 
the workpeople employed in these factories are mainly women. 
In the City of Glasgow within the last few years large factories 
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have been established for the manufacture of a class of fancy goods 
which have hitherto been obtained almost exclusively from Austria 
and Germany. They include picture and photograph frames and 
eases, and a variety of fancy articles, which may be described as 
useful ornaments. Silk plush enters largely into these manu- 
factures, and, thanks to the enterprise of a British manufacturer, 
Mr. C. S. Lister, of the Manningham Mill at Bradford, silk plush 
is produced cheaper here than on the Continent, and as our 
continental competitors insist upon levying a heavy duty upon 
it, the manufacture of these fancy articles is being rapidly trans. 
ferred to this country. There is one factory in Glasgow alone 
making from eight to ten thousand frames a week, which finds a 
ready market both at home and abroad. 

** Hosiery.— Another branch of industry which has recently ex- 
panded with leaps and bounds in Scotland, and which has given 
employment to large numbers of women, is the manufacture of 
hosiery by hand machines. These machines have now been brought 
to such a high state of perfection that they can compete success- 
fully with the machines driven by power, and are rapidly super- 
seding knitting by hand. The best of the machines are manufactured 
in Germany, although in some cases the iron castings for them are 
exported from this country. Therapid growth of this manufacture 
may be measured by the fact that one firm in the City of Glascow 
which employed less than a dozen hands at these machines now 
employ close upon 700. The wages of these operatives, who are 
almost exclusively women and girls, will average from 9s, to 22s. 
weekly. 

“ Fancy box.—TVhe fancy box-making trade is another industry 
that has expanded largely within recent years, and which gives a 
large amount of employment to women. The experience has been 
the same in the boot and shoe industry, which is carried on on 
a very extensive scale in Ayrshire. There the manufacturers 
follow the methods adopted in this trade with so much success in 
the United States, and with, I think, even more satisfactory results. 
Beginning with the hide as the raw material. The most perfect 
appliances and machinery are made use of to produce the 
finished article in the most economical manner, having regard to 
quality and finish. In these days when we hear so much about 
excessive competition, shoddy manufactures, and starvation wages, 
it is refreshing to come across an experience so much to the con- 
trary in every respect as is to be met with in a boot and shoe 
factory which is to be found in the town of Kilmarnock, and of 
which an interesting description has been sent to me by my 
colleague Mr. George Sedgwick. ‘The success of this establish- 
ment, which is owned by Messrs. A. L. Clark & Co., is a proof 
that good well finished work is still appreciated by our customers 
abroad. The factory in some respects is a model one, the goods 
manufactured in it are of a high class, and the wages earned are 
in proportion. Some of the women in this place earn 25s. a week 
on time, a rate which is very exceptional in Scotland. 

“ Female labour and wages.—The additional employment found 
for women of late years in these and other occupations which I 
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‘could name has beyond a doubt had a great influence in keeping 
down pauperism in Scotland during the recent depression in trade. 
As an illustration of how it has operated in this way I might cite 
the experience of the town of Dumbarton. ‘The chief industry of 
this place is shipbuilding and engineering, and during the last 
three years it has suffered most severely, some of the building 
yards being entirely closed fora time. Fortunately in the Leven 
valley there are large print works and dye works in which large 
numbers of the women and girls from Dumbarton have found 
employment. They do not earn high wages it is true, but food 
having been cheap the gaunt wolf of famine has been scared from 
many a household by their self-denying efforts, for these poor 
women had a three mile walk to face daily both in going to and 
returning from their work. 

“‘ Some surprise may be felt that with the high rate of wages 
paid to some women, to which J have more than once referred, I 
should have fixed the average so low as 8s. to 10s., and I am 
aware that it has been stated to be much higher by others who 
have written on the subject. Women’s wages vary much more 
than men’s, according to locality. There is a wonderful contrast 
in this respect between the north and south of Scotland if we 
draw the line at the Forth and the Clyde. The highest wages 
earned by women in Scotland are those paid to the skilled work- 
women in the tweed factories of the Border towns, such as Howick 
and Galashiels. They will be at least double the wages paid for 
much the same class of labour in the factories of Dundee and 
Aberdeen. In Glasgow, where there is a growing demand for 
female labour on account of the rapid growth of what may be 
termed our miscellaneous industries, women are paid a somewhat 
higher rate than in Edinburgh, but their average would still fall 
very far short of that paid in the south.” 


Mr. Robinson, H.M. Inspector for Dundee and the 
north-east of Scotland, has reported for the past year as 
follows :— 


“ Jute trade.—With the beginning of the present year the jute 
trade of Dundee, which since 1883 had been gradually getting 
worse and worse, showed signs of improvement, which, on the 
whole, have been fairly well maintained, though more perhaps in 
the spinning than the weaving branches of the trade. 

‘There are a few looms in some of the factories still standing 
idle, but the spinning machinery in the mills that are occupied is 
all running, and one mill that had been standing for 18 months 
was re-started in July last. | 

“In the month of January, when the trade began to improve, 
wages in Dundee were increased 5 per cent.; previous to this, 
since 1883, there had been a gradual reduction, amounting in all 
to 25 per cent., as shown in the following table, with which I was 
supplied at Bow Bridge Works (Messrs. Grimmond) :— | 

March 1884. Reduction of 5 per cent. 
July 1884, As 5 . 
March 1885, * 5 + 


o 52641, C 
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Sept. 1885. Reduction of 5 per cent. 
June 1886. 5 5 34 
Jan. 1887. Rise o 5 5 


- The wages now standing much the same as they were previous 
to the succession of rises commencing in 1871. 

«“ The carpet-weaving branch of the jute trade has been very 
much extended in Dundee of late years, and is fairly prosperous. 
There are at present some 9 or 10 firms engaged in this business. 
Great improvements have been made in the colouring and dyeing 
of the yarn for this purpose, it having always been found 
very difficult to obtain ‘fast’ colours in dyeing jute. Carpet 
weavers receive slightly higher wages than the ordinary plain 
jute weavers. 

“ Flax trade.—With regard to the flax trade in this district, I 
regret to say that I am unable to record any improvement; on the 
contrary, it has still further declined during the past year. In 
Arbroath there is a large quantity of machinery idle, and many 
of the mills are running short time. The rate of wages, however, 
has never varied so much in this trade as in the jute manufacture, 
but there must be a considerable number of hands out of em- 
ployment. 

“In Aberdeen, as you are aware, there is a greater variety of 
industries than in Dundee, and for that reason partly the depres- 
sion in trade has not been so severely felt there as in some other 
places. 

‘‘ Shipbuilding, &c.—The engineering and shipbuilding trades 
have, however, suffered very much, and the number of hands 
employed in them has been greatly reduced. There are in con- 


sequence a large number of men out of work, though, I believe, — 


several of them have left the town. On the other hand, the 
cutting and polishing of granite, which is now one of the principal 
industries of the town, has been greatly extended, and I am in- 
formed that the number of firms engaged in this trade has been 
more than doubled within the last 10 years or so, and, notwith- 
standing that business has been very quiet lately, they are still 
on the increase. J heard complaints, however, on all sides of 
the low prices obtained consequent upon the increased competition. 

‘‘ Comb-making, another of the industries of Aberdeen, has 
been doing well, and the number of hands employcd by the prin- 
cipal firm engaged in this trade has been increased by over two 
thirds since 1888. 

“Going further north, work in the quarries and pavement 
works in the neighbourhood of Thurso has been very slack ; this 
is principally owing to the competition caused by the introduction 
of newer and cheaper kinds of pavement. The number of hands 
employed in this industry has been greatly reduced, two of the 
principal firms employing only a little over half as many men at 
present as they did two or three years ago. 

‘Qn the whole, I think the wages of those employed in the 
various industries in my district, with the exception of the jute 
trade, have not been much reduced during the general depression ; 
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the cost of living is very low, oatmeal being exceptionally cheap. 
At the same time I am given to understand that this article has 
given place very much to the wheaten loaf in the daily food of 
the working classes, principally, I believe, because by the use of 
the latter there is considerable saying of trouble in covking or 
preparation.” 


The trades of Sheffield, Wolverhampton, Walsall, and 


Birmingham are reported upon by— 


Capt. Smith for Sheffield. 

Mr. Hoare for Wolverhampton. 
‘Capt. Bevan for Walsall. 

Mr. Knyvett for Birmingham. 
Major Roe for Birmingham. 


Fach of them contains very valuable information. 
Sheffield, Capt. Smith, R.N. :— 


‘The conditions of labour in the manufacturing centres must 
always be of especial interest to those entrusted with the adminis- 
tration of the Factory Acts, for on those conditions must largely 
depend not only the framing of Acts for the regulation of 
labour, but also the exercise of discretionary powers contained i in 
the Factory and Workshops Act of 1878. 

“ Although I fear I can tell you nothing that will be new to 
you personally, I hope to carry out your wishes by giving in the 
form of a report facts which though known have not been so 
embodied before. 

“To my colleague, Mr. Davis, I am indebted for collecting 
- most of the information relating to the cutlery trades. 

“The cutlery trade is, of course, the most important in my 
district, and owing to this trade we have now the important town 
of Sheffield, with its population of 316,288 against 4,000 in the 
reign of Charles Il, and (according to Macaulay’s History of 
England) 120,000 in the year 1848. 

“TI find in Taylor’s History of Sheflield that early in the 
eighteenth century 6,000 persons were engaged in the manufac- 
ture of cutlery; I hoe not any exact knowledge as to how many 
are so employed at present, but we have at present registered in 
the towns of Sheffield and Rotherham 3,110 factories and 1,242 
workshops—not all, of course, but most of them for the carrying 
on of the several branches of the cutlery trades. In the number 
of factories I include 1,804 separate rooms, occupied in most 
cases by several persons, ‘occupiers’ within the meaning of the 
Factory Acts. 
“These Acts, although comparatively new in the district, are 
} certainly not the first for regulating labour, for in 1624, in the 
reign of James IJ., the Culters’ Company was incorporated for 
the purpose, amongst others, of ‘maintenance of good order and 
‘ government of the makers of knives, sickles, shears, and scissors.’ 

“ Amongst other regulations (according to Taylor’s History of 
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Sheffield) we find that ‘no master, workman, or apprentice is to 
‘do any work appertaining to the said “seyence or mystere of 
‘cutlers” for twenty-eight days next following after the 8th 
‘ August in each year, nor from Xmas to Jany. 23rd, under a 
‘ penalty of 20s.’ 


“In 1814 the trade was thrown open, and was afterwards 


harassed by secret societies, which were exposed in 1867 by the 
‘Trades’ Outrage Commission.’ 

“If there are serious differences of opinion now between em- 
ployers and employed, or between the men themselves, it must be 
admitted that they do not appear before the public. Week after 
week we read in the local press of complimentary banquets, and 
complimentary speeches, given by masters to men or by the men 
to the masters; on the other hand, we hear little of bad feeling, 
and in the few cases of cutting mill-bands, that have recently been 
reported, I could detect no sympathy for the miscreant. 

“In March 1885 a very pleasing incident happened 1 in Sheffield 
to which it may not be out of place to refer. A number of work- 
men employed in the puddling, heating, and rolling mills of a 
large firm came to the manager and stated that they knew the 
iron trade was in a very depressed condition and that they were 
willing to help the company, but as they could not make any 
reduction in their wages (these being ruled by prices paid in 
South Staffordshire) they would work for a week for nothing ; 
this offer was accepted. 

‘According to what we read in the History of Hallamshire 
the condition of the various workshops was very bad in 1750. 

“<The apprentices lived with their masters, and were often 
roughly treated! the workshops had mud floors on the bottom 
rooms, the chamber above, attained by a ladder, was open to the 
slates. ‘There was no glass in the windows, but oiled ge" 
served the purpose in winter.’ 

“ Such a picture could not be drawn in the present day, many 
of the workshops are clean and well ventilated ; but I regret to add 
that many, very many, are dirty and discreditable, this owing to a 
system which I will describe, and which again bears out the 
saying that ‘ what is every man’s business is no man’s business.’ 

“The following typical case practically describes the divided 
responsibility in most cutler y works :— 

‘A few days ago I entered a large building, on the outside of 
which appeared the name of a well-known firm. In the office I 
asked to see some representative of the firm, my answer was, Oh! 
you need’nt trouble about us, we only employ a few girls to wrap 
up goods in the warehouse. I then went to the engine tenter, 
knowing that like the rest of his trade in Sheffield he would be 
obliging and intelligent. From him I learn’t that the owner of the 
extensive factory was a gentleman in another town and in another 
business, that a Sheffield accountant was the local agent, but I 
could find no one in authority on the premises. Proceeding to 
the numerous shops occupied by tenants, my attention was first 
called to a very dirty cutler’s shop, which I requested might be 
limewashed ; some of the men (all separate ‘ occupiers’) replied, 
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well, Pil do my bit! Others said they had lately done theirs, a 
statement more or less borne out by the varied tints on the walls. 

_ & My next request was that a fan to carry off dust in another 
shop might be provided, but here the occupier, a working man, 
pleaded want of work and poverty. 3 

“‘ Passing to the grinding wheel, I noticed a defective ‘ horsing ’ 
chain; the grinder told me he worked for someone carrying on a 
different business in another part of the town, and it was difficult 
to find out who was the legal occupier. 

“In another ‘hull’-the ‘drum boards’ or boards over the 
shafting between the drums were missing; here the grinders 
worked on their own tools, paid for power, but worked for a 
firm having no responsible representative on the premises. 

“ With such a divided responsibility to encounter our difficulties 
in seeing all the requirements of the Act carried out are naturally 
increased. 

‘Legislation must be on broad principles, and in framing Acts 
it would be almost impossible to provide for all difficulties; we 
have endeavoured to produce the best results with the means at 
our disposal, and have met with nothing but civility and sympathy 
from alike masters and men ; but I would like to see a greater 
effort made by the men in the position of ‘separate occupiers’ to 
keep their shops clean and wholesome, and to carry out in practice 
theories which they never dispute. 

‘*‘ The following particulars may be of interest :— 


Cutlery Trades. 


“ Forging mainly carried on in separate small shops by journey- 
men piece-workers, each employing an underhand of about 18 
years of age. 

“In blade forging few young persons are employed, out workers, 
and many employed in factories find tools, breeze, &c., and pay 
rent. 

“ Steam flying or biade stampers.—This work when carried on 
by manufacturers is given to a sub-contractor, who employs day 
workers. The fly and tools are found by the manufacturer, who 
generally finds workshops rent free. 

“ Steam forging.—The remarks applying to ‘steam flying’ 
apply to this process, but many young persons are employed. 

“ Blade grinders, with few exceptions, work with their own 
tools, buy their own grindstones, pay for ‘ power, and also shop 
rent; they employ men and strong young persons as underhands, 
and these work by the piece. 

‘* Saw, edge tool, and stove grate grinders sometimes work by 
the piece, but power and tools are found for them. 

“ Dry yrinding is found chiefly in the scissor, fork, razor, and 
hammer trades, and is almost always carried on in ‘ wheels,’ 
where the power is rented by the grinder, who being a separate 
occupier is legally responsible for the fixing of the fans absolutely 
necessary to carry off the dust generated. 
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“In requiring these fans to be provided we seldom meet with 
active opposition, the feeling of the workmen is strongly in their 
favour, but in depressed times the outlay is a serious consideration 
for the grinder. By patience and perseverance, however, the 
desired end is generally arrived at, and it is very exceptional indeed 
to see a dry stone running without proper pipes and fans for 
earring off the dust. 

“ Table-knife hafting—Almost without exception piece-work ; 
the journeymen or outworkers pay shop rent, find all tools (except 
shafting, bench, and lathe head). ‘They employ underhands, 
including men, women, young persons, and children. 

“These workmen are nearly always separate occupiers within 
the meaning of the Act, and the difficulties as to limewashing, the 
providing of fans, &c. before referred to again appear. In what 
is known as the scale-tang process, the bone hafts are rounded off 
or reduced on a glazer, this process is locally known as ‘ mousing,” 
and the fine dust generated will in a short time render it impos- 
sible to see across the workshop. This bone dust is admitted to 
be very injurious. Several years ago I found many table-knife 
hafters working without fans; having taken the opinions of some 
of the most experienced workmen in the trade, and also that of the 
medical officer of health, J made it a rule to require them, and I 
think their utility is now generally recognised. 

“ Spring-knife cutlers almost always work by the piece, finding 
their own tools and paying for power; they employ under them 
men, women, young persons, and children. In many cutlers’ 
shops there are, perhaps, eight or ten separate occupiers, and it is 
only by pressure brought to bear by the power owner, by co- 
operation between the men, and by constantly impressing upon the 
men its importance, that there is any hope of getting the laws 
relating to limewashing and cleanliness duly carried out. 


“‘ Bone and horn cutting is carried on by tradesmen not cutlery 
manufacturers. Men and male young persons are employed on 
both piece and day work. 


“ Engine drivers, or ‘tenters,’ as they are generally called, 
occupy an exceptionally responsible position in Sheffield. Many 
of the power owners have no interest in the works-other than to 
receive the rents from the various occupiers, and in such places 
the engine tenter is a sort of responsible agent; he lets rooms, 
collects rents, sees to repairs, &c. As inspectors we have to 
thank these men for uniform politeness, and for the readiness they 
show in giving us information and in carrying out our sugges- 
tions. 


“ File cutting is largely carried on in and around Sheffield in 
shops fitted with sitting ‘saddles’ hired at so much per saddle. 
Blank files are carried by the cutters to the various shops from 
the warehouses and cut according to list or piece prices. Men, 
women, young persons, and children are employed. 

“Much has been said and written about lead poisoning in this 
trade. A former report of mine dealt with this subject, and I 
was able to forward some interesting remarks from the Secretary 
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to the Union, who has always been obliging in giving informa- 

tion. 7 
“The danger is now known, and one safeguard—scrupulous 

cleanliness and washing after work—generally observed. 

‘* Much file cutting is now done by machinery. 

“ lvory cutting, like bone and horn cutting, is carried on apart 
from the cutlery works. 

Ivory and pearl fluting.—The conditions much the same as in 
spring knife cutlers’ shops, except that the journeyman has 
generally a small shop to himself. 

“ Fork guarders.—The conditions same as spring knife cutlers. 

“ Horn pressers generally work without power ; they are piece- 
workers, but have rooms and tools provided for them. 

‘* Horn turners work by the piece, but have rooms and power 
provided. 

‘““ Warehouse work is carried on chiefly by women and young 
persons in well-ventilated healthy rooms, the hours of work being, 
except in busy seasons, fewer than those allowed by law. 

“ Timekeepers are seldom wanted in Sheffield, as the system of 
work generally allows the workers to come and go as they think 
fit. ‘The engine runs between certain times, but on many days 
no one can be found in many of the shops. 

“Once I visited some large works at about 2.30 p.m. The 
occupier said he would go through the works with me. We 
passed from shop to shop, but found no one at work. This 
seemed to grieve my friend, who justly remarked that had the 
men said they were not coming he could have stopped the engine 
and gone with his wife to the flower show, where he supposed 
they had taken theirs. 7 

“ Cutlery casting is done by journeymen, who employ their 
own under hands, chiefly young persons. All tools are found. 

“Scales and springs are made by manufacturers in a small 
way of business; where springs are made several young persons 
are employed. 

** Cutlery engraving is done by mechanics, who generally occupy 
a small workshop and employ an apprentice. 

‘¢ Sheffield is probably the most important centre for the manu- 
facture of armour plates and heavy steel ordnance ; but there is 
nothing exceptional to report as to the conditions of labour in 
these trades beyond the risk run by the workers. A few weeks 
ago nine men were killed and many injured by the explosion of 
molten metal being poured into a mould for the manufacture of a 

gun jacket. After a lengthened inquiry no satisfactory explana- 
tion of the cause was arrived at. At the same works, those of 
Messrs. Vickers, Sons, & Co., nearly the same number of men 
met their death by the spilling of molten metal about six years 
ago. Every known care and precaution is taken by the firm, yet 
accidents happen. | 

‘Our manufacturers are more than courteous to foreigners, who 
pay numerous visits to the works, and carry back with them 
knowledge that doubtless may some day be of great value to 
them. 
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~ & Electro plating is a Sheffield trade. The mechanics, fitters, 
spinners, and solderers are paid both by day and piece-work, tools 
and power being found by manufacturers. The finishing and 
buffing is done by women and girls, piece-workers. Much of the 
buffing is done by ‘ wheel’ tenants. In some factories one person 
pays for power in one rocm, employing his or her own under- 
hands. 

“* Buffers’ being piece-workers come and go much as they 
like, and great difficulty is experienced in enforcing the Factory 
Act regulations as to meals. 

“‘ Burnishing is done by women and girls, piece-workers, the 
women finding tools and employing under-hand labour. 

‘“* Electro-plating.—Large firms do their own; men, women, 
and young persons, generally day workers, are employed. 

“¢ Klectro-plating and gilding is also carried on as a separate 
trade. 

“ Cabinet case making is an extensive Sheffield trade, the 
cases being used by electro-plate and cutlery manufacturers. 
Employment for a large number of women and female young 
persons is found in this trade. 

‘“‘ Many other trades besides the ones specially noticed are, of 
course, carried on in Sheffield, but the conditions of employment 
are much the same in them as in other parts of the country. 

‘Years ago water was the chief motive power, but now the 
steam engine takes the place of the water wheel, although the 
time-honoured water wheel has not ceased to exist. In the 
Rivelin, Loxley, Sheaf, and Porter valleys many of the old 
‘wheels’ are still runring, about 40 of them driven by water- 
power. 

‘‘In a few picturesque country places the trade of hackle-pia 
grinding is carried on. Excellent fans are provided to carry off 
the dust generated, so I should consider the trade free from ex- 
ceptional risks. Many of the works unfortunately only work 
five days a week at present, the wages averaging for— 


Grinders, 30s. per week. 

Hardeners, 20s. to 30s. per week. 

Wire drawers, 25s. to 30s. per week. 
Hackle-pin scourers, 20s. to 20s. per week. 


“ Fish trade-—You wil of course, remember that the important 
town of Grimsby forms part of my district, this being one of the 
most important, if not the most important, fishing port in the 
kingdom. Much female labour is employed in the cleaning, gutting, 
splitting, salting, and packing of fish. ‘This labour cannot like other 
female labour be regulated by law, it being necessary for the pre- 
servation of food for the work to be done as soon as the fish is 
landed. 

“* Wages and systems of work vary in this trade, but the follow- 
ing may be taken as an average :— 

Men who ‘smoke’ kippers and haddocks, 24s. to 80s. per week 

(these men are often kept on all the year round). 

Carters, 20s. to 25s. per week, according to season. 
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Boys aged from 14 to 17 employed in packing, cleaning, 
hanging, and box making earn from 7s. to 10s. per week. 
Lads of from 17 to 20 performing the same duties from 12s. to 

20s. per week. 


“ Women employed in splitting and gutting are paid from 3d. 
to 4d. per hour during the herring season, and when that season 
is over the same hands are employed to put herrings on sticks for 
smoking, and are paid 6s. per last, a last being 10,000 herrings. 
This work lasts for about 10 weeks in the autumn, the earnings 
varying from 8s. to 21s. per week. 


‘‘ Haddocks are cleaned and smoked all the year round, and 
many of the women who work in the herring season are kept on 
for this work during the rest of the year. They are paid by the 
‘kit’ (about 17 stones of fish), at the rate of 8s. per kit, and 
probably average 15s. per week in winter and 7s. 6d. in summer. 


“During busy seasons I am told that female workers come 
from other ports for the season, 


“T have in my district a few extensive confectionery works in 
which numerous women and young persons are employed, who 
earl wages averag:ng from ds. to 10s. per week. 

“In a report such as this it may be of interest to refer to the 
large number of impostors who parade as workmen out of work. 
Genuine workmen seldom parade their distress, which in recent 
years has at times been very trying. One typical case of im- 
posture came under my notice. During the winter of 1886 E 
B called at my house. I saw him and found him to be an 
intelligent and apparently well-educated man. He said he was 
the author of certain articles which appeared in the ‘ Pall Mall 
Gazette, describing the lengthened sufferings of an artisan who 
had tramped from town to town in fruitless search of work, the 
artisan being himself. He produced letters from Messrs. Child, 
of Hathersage, showing that they had communicated with the 
‘Pall Mall Gazette, and now he rejoiced to say these gentlemen 
offered him work. He was too weary to walk to Hathersage 
and wanted help, which he got. 

“ Last May E——- B—— appeared again to represent himself 
as broken in health by being kept at regular work from 6 a.m. to 
6 p.m., then on two or three nights a week he was kept at work 
till 2 a.m. either in packing goods or making packing cases. He 
had saved nothing. ‘ How could a man save on 1/. a week with 
‘ clothes to buy and a cottage to furnish.’ I made inquiries and 
found that this man had obtained an advance cf wages from the 
firm to get his furniture, &c. With this advance he decamped, 
and doubtless to-day he poses as a distressed artisan in other 
parts of the country. 


“ Sanitary condition.—Dr. Sinclair White the medical officer of 
health for Sheffield has kindly sent me a copy of his interesting 
report for 1886. In 1886 he began an inquiry into the deaths of 
persons engaged in a number of trades, this inquiry is being con- 
tinued, and in time the collected information will be of great 
value. 
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“Dr. White estimates that 17,347 persons are in Sheffield 
employed as grinders, cutlers, tool, fork, and scisser makers, 
Amongst this class of workmen there were 336 deaths, a death 
rate of 19°3 per 1,000 per annum, whilst the death rate among all 
males over the age of 15 was 16°8 per 1,000. 

“The deaths in the case of grinders, due to phthisis and to other 
diseases of the respiratory system, are much in excess of the 
proportion found in the comparative mortality column; there were 
96 deaths. 

‘Among cutlers there were 126 deaths ; these also showing an 
excess due to phthisis. 

“ Among tool, fork, and scissor makers there were 114 deaths, 
showing an excess from disease of the liver and nervous affections, 

“Dr. White estimates the number of workmen employed in 
various Sheffield trades. These figures are interesting— 


Grinders, cutlers, tool, fork, and scissor makers 17,347 


File-makers, cutlers, hardeners - - 4,923 

Engineer, fitter, turner, mechanic - - 2,803 

Bricklayer - . - - - © 1,024 

Engine-driver, engine-tenter, fireman - - 1,199 

Blacksmith, striker  - - - - 41,698 

Furnuacemen= - - - - - 

See melter, moulder, puddler ~ - 410,497 
ammerman - _ - - - ~ 

Roller - - - - ~ 

Tailors - - - - - 1,040 


867 ” 


Painters, plumbers, glaziers - - 
Wolverhampton, Mr. Hoare :— 


“T think the trade in this district is in a healthier state than it 
was at the end of last year. 

“Prices may not be any higher, but production has in many 
works increased. 

“ Galvanizers, bicycle-makers, japanners and enamellers are 
busy. 

co Chain trade.—The chain trade is still upset, the workpeople 
have been on strike nearly all the year, they had returned to work 
at the 4s. list, i.e., 4s. for a cwt. of half-inch chain, but they have 
been again withdrawn by their Union, owing to their employers 
failing 1 to keep faith with them. 

“ Nail trade.—The nail-makers are also on strike for an in- 
crease, or, in other words, to return to the wage list of 1879, ze., 
an increase of probably 20 per cent., the rate of wages now being 
paid being little better than starvation. I have just heard that 
the masters have agreed to the 1879 list, less 10 per cent., which 
will, I believe, end the strike. 

“The building trade still continues depressed, and this, of course, 
makes the brick and tile trade quiet. 

“‘ Glass trade.—From year to year I am impressed with the 
great stride that art is making in many industries ; this is peca- 
liarly the case in the glass trade, in which, by beauty of design 
and taste in execution combined with the most charming colours, 
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many admirable specimens of ornamental glass are produced. 


Then, again, the glass cameos, the engraved crystals, the splendid: 


specimens of cutting, and the endless variety of ornamental lamp 
globes, show that English workmen will and do hold their own in 
this trade. 

“In the japanning trade we have the prettily polished and 
decorated coal case, in place of the zinc bucket ; the brass repoussée 


bucket, or brass and oak coal box, instead of the old copper 


skuttle; the brass or painted artistic jug in lieu of the ‘ hot water’ 
can ; and the japanned tray grained and painted to imitate the 
most beautiful woods. 


The fender-makers use brass and steel, both for fenders, fire-irons. 


and dogs, most skilfully, where formerly only cast iron was used. 
Our fire grates,.&c. are decorated with encaustic and mosaic tiles. 
In fact, the improvement is visible in every room of a house from 
the top to the bottom ; and even in the kitchen, for our cooking, we 
have steel saucepans and enamelled ware. 

“There are but few children working in the district; they have 
much decreased in number from the school boards raising the 
standard of exemption. I think they lose sight of the fact that 
half-time employment is in a sense technical education, that 
working half-time breaks a child in to work, that in many trades 
a child masters a trade better by beginning to work at it when he 
is a child and is thereby enabled to earn higher wages when he 
attains an age to work full time.” 


Walsall, Capt. Bevan :— 


‘Taking a general review of my return, Walsall compares 
favourably with all the other centres of my district ; the women 
and young persons earning good wages, and those employed in 
the manufacture of saddlery and harness being of a superior class ; 
in most instances piece-work is the custom in this trade; many 
women and young persons are employed in it; the half-time 
system is almost obsolete—indeed, rejecting half-timers is the case 
all through the district. 


“Tron trade-—Turning to the staple industry of the Black 
Country, the manufacture of iron, I am informed that the position, 
amongst their fellow men, of the ironworkers has much improved 
in the last 20 years; they read and study politics and social matters, 
though a portion of them are still devoted to pigeon-flying and 


. dog-racing. 


“‘ Wages.—Referring to the wages in the South Staffordshire 
iron mills at present, and taking the puddlers as an example, they 
are no doubt low comparatively, being now at 6s. 9d. per ton, 
whereas some 14 years ago the price paid was from 12s. to 13s. 9d. 
per ton, that is to say, where a puddler could earn neé about 12s, 
per diem, now he only makes about half that sum ; the same applies 
to the other departments of an ircn mill. From the wages of 
rollers and shinglers discount is deducted, which varies according 
to the market price of finished iron, which is decided by the 
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price of ‘bar’ iron, and fixed by the ‘ Conciliation Board,* which 
meets once a quarter in Birmingham. 

“ Social condition—The treatment of boys in the iron mills, 
which used to be rather rough, is much improved. ‘ Munching,’ 
another term tor personal chastisement, is quite unknown. 

“The manager of a large ironwork in my district informs me 
that he finds country-bred men to be better scholars than those 
town bred; 15 years. ago he found when making a special 
inquiry that all grown people from the country whom he took 
into his works could read and write intelligently, only about 
70 per cent. of the town-bred people could do so; he kindly 
allowed me to question some of his workpeople, and I was sur- 
prised to find how many, in responsible positions, came from 
the country districts, several from purely agricultural counties ; 
he states that he still finds the country people (men) have a higher 
standard of education than those from the towns. 

‘‘The young women generally employed in my district come 
from the same class as domestic servants ; they reside, as a rule, 
with their parents or relations in the town where they work ; a 
lodger is the exception. 

‘¢ Rents..—I have made some inquiries respecting rent of houses 
occupied by workpeople; rent has not increased of late years, 
rather the {reverse, a 3s. house can now be had for 2s. 6d. (per 
week) ; there appears to be no inclination to take a better house 
unless on an increase of wages. The following may be given as 
the average house rent as paid by workers in a large work ina 
populous and fairly thriving district :— 


Per cent. S$... 
73, of workpeople pay - - 2 6 per week. 

15 x « - - 3 O - 
10 ne - - or OG ss 
20 _ - - - 3 6 rs 
ee ra 
99 5y i e 99 
Balance a - -4s.6d.to5 6 ‘5 


‘“‘Tn another sub-district, which has suffered much distress from 
closed works arising from bad trade, the manager of a large work, 
with which are connected workpeople’s houses, teJls me the rents 
vary from 1s. 9d. to 4s. 6d. per week; in the most flourishing 
part of my district the rents vary from 3s. to 6s. per week. 

“ The small chain trade appears to be in a bad way; in a work- 
shop conducted on co-operative principles the manager told me 
that the chain makers (men) were only making 10s. per week, 
which was equalled by a woman employed in the same workshop 
japanning the chains they made. 

“The eunlock trade which used to be the, or one of the, staple 
trades of Darlaston and Wednesbury is at a very low ebb in those 
places ; the military trade has left the district and gone to the 
Government’s Small-arm Factories; the men are glad to take any 


* Or South Staffordshire Mill and Forge Wages Board. 
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work they can obtain in the nut and bolt works at low wages, 
and many are now ‘ walking about.’ 

“ As to the general social position and manners of the workers 
in South Staffordshire, I think they compare favourably with 
those cf the other districts in which I have been stationed, in 
spite of the hard things occasionally said about the Black Country 
J very rarely experience an uncivil word when carrying out my 
duties. 

“The general state of trade is bad in the iron works, with the 
exception of the sheet-iron and galvanizing trades, which are 
fairly brisk, but ‘margin for profit’ small; the Walsall saddlery 
and harness trade is fluurishing at present, especially with South 
America.” 


Birmingham, Mr. Knyvett :-— 


“ State of trade.—I stated in my last annual report that, at 
the time of my writing it, there were signs of an approaching 
revival of trade, and I am happy this year to be able to tell you 
that, speaking generally, this revival has taken place; and that 
although in some branches of manufacture, and especially in the 
gun and hand-made nail trades, extreme depression still continues, 
and is, I fear, likely to do so under existing conditions ; in others 
there has taken place a marked improvement during the past 12 
months. 

“The rise in the price of copper, which, although it may be 
merely speculative, and not entirely justified by the demand, is, 
as | am informed by manufacturers well acquainted with the 
movements of the market, a direct result of the general opinion 
held as to the prospects of trade. Of late the price of copper has 
been abnormally and unreasonably low; and it has been known 
by merchants in Birmingham that as soon as there might arise a 
sufficient revival of demand, some such sudden rise as has recently 
happened would take place; and many have kept metal in stock 
during the period of extreme depression waiting for this result, 
and are now reaping the advantage of doing so. 

‘6 Overtime.—There are two other sources of information as to 
the existing state of trade which I will refer to as evidence of the 
improvement therein. The notices of overtime which are sent 
in refer almost entirely, in this district, to places influenced by 
local demand : to milliners and makers of wearing apparel, and 
to printers and others whose business, or the lack of it, depends 
upon the general state of trade and prosperity in the neigh- 
bourhood. | 

«“ A comparison of the total number of notices received by me 
during the past year, with those forwarded during the five previous 
years, will show a considerably increased activity in these branches 
of trade, and indirectly of trade generally. 

In 1882 I received 420 notices from 48 different firms. 


ae Lose i 422 oi 45 ‘ 
% 1884 ys 015 9 52 “4 
», 1889 ” 716 ” 6 »” 
5, 1886 ” 514 ” Ai, F) 
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On analysing this table, I find that in many instances firms 
which had no need to work overtime during last year, have again 
had enough business to necessitate their doing co; and that in 
some cases firms have exhausted their 48 opportunities of making 
overtime, an event which has not previously occurred since I came 
to the district, 

“The reports of various local authorities tend to confirm this 
view. ‘Three years ago a committee, of which I was a member, 
passed several hours daily considering the cases of a stream of 
half-starved men in terrible destitution from want of employment. 
Now, notwithstanding the moderately cold weather we have expe- 
rienced, the clerk to the guardians reports that there has not 
been a single application for relief from an able-bodied man of 
the unemployed type; and the chief constable similarly reports 
the absence of unemployed from the streets. The Charity 
Organisation Society and the Society fcr Promoting Employment 
for “Reserve and Discharged Soldiers tell the same tale as ‘ the 
ease with which situations can be procured. 

Gun trade.— While there is sufficient business in the town to pro- 
duce this satisfactory result, it cannot, unfortunately, be said that all 
trades are prosperous ; and ‘this remark applies especially to the gun 
trade, which is suffering equally from an ever increasing Belgian 
competition, and from a decrease, shared, J am informed, equally 
by the foreign gunmakers in the demand. The condition of the 
operatives is so gloomy that an appeal has recently been made in 
the town on their behalf; and it is stated therein that the number 
of gun barrels passed this year by the Proof House will be 
60,000 less than during 1886, and will only be slightly in excess 
of those passed 30 years ago, when the numerical strength of the 
trade was a tenth of its present standard. 

“Of the six or seven thousand men engaged in the various 
branches of the trade, it is calculated that more than half are 
absolutely without employment, whilst the remainder are, generally 
speaking, working on short time. 

“The abolition of protection in the United States might afford 
a temporary relief, even in the face of foreign competition, to this 
position ; but it seems to be considered by gunmakers, as by other 
manufacturers, that the effect would be only temporary, and that 
within a relatively short period, after the free introduction of 
European goods, the widened knowledge and popular acquaintance 
with them gained thereby, would enable the Americans to fall 
back on their own unrivalled resources. 

“‘ Another branch of industry which, although not practised in 
Birmingham, is yet, or rather until lately has been, found in my 
district, namely, the hand-made nail trade, is et becoming 
extinct, and must shortly be entirely so. The nailers are wisely 
not educating their children to the trade, and leave it themselves 
when able to do so. 

‘* Tailors.—A. considerable amount of attention has recently 
been directed to the subject of tailoring, and more especially to 
the sweating system. An article appeared in the local press, a 
short time since, stating that with the exception of Bristol the 
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evil had taken deeper root in Birmingham than in any other 
provincial town; that owing to picketing, &c., the matter com- 
pletely baffled the Ifactory Inspector; that there existed a middle- 
man between the retail tailor and the operative who extorted all 
the profits; that the insanitary state of the workshops was a 
scandal; and many other matters of a very sensational character. 

‘TJ have no experience of the Hast-end of London; but I may 
say that I have considerable experience of the streets in which 
the Jewish tailors work in Birmingham. The whole district they 
inhabit is a very small one, and would be covered by a radius of 
half a mile from the centre point ; and the difficulties of super- 
vision are, to my mind, mostly imaginary. There is no class of 
operatives to be found who so readily, and even willingly, give 
information to the detriment of their neighbours (and, indeed, 
they admit this themselves) as the Jewish tailors. By far the 
larger number of the anonymous complaints I receive refer to 
them ; and when I am investigating these, the offender is always 
ready to tell me who has reported him, and where I can find a 
greater sinner than himself. Moreover, as to the picketing and 
the various elaborate plans said to be devised for the defeat of the 
Inspector, I can mention cases where I have in the same street, 
and in close proximity, visited three workshops successively, and 
found women at work when my presence might easily have been 
announced. 


‘Undoubtedly these people work for very low prices, and in 
dirty unhealthy workrooms; but this is, in my opinion, but a 
very narrow aspect of the question. ‘The occupation and the 
dirt is entirely a matter of choice with them. They are mostly 
immigrants, and they are by their presence the direct cause of the 
lowness of the wages which is so often quoted as a hardship. 
The noisome stench, and the filth they work in, is found, as I 
know to my sorrow, in their sitting and bedrooms, not less than 
in their workrooms, and is an incident rather of their aversion to 
cleanliness than of any system of employment. 

«“ And this very system is popular with them. It is compara- 
tively easy to distinguish between the half-hearted support an 
overworked milliner girl will give her employer when the latter 
orders her to ‘tell the gentleman what time you leave off, and the 
energetic manner in which a Jewish tailoress urges her-wish to 
work late on Thursdays. 


“Passing on to the question of the economic and social condi- 
| tion of the operatives generally in the district, I have found that 
the further I inquire into these matters the less am I able to make 
any report of even approximately a reliable nature. 


“Tam informed by small retail bakers that there is far more 
money about than was the case a few years back ; and the same 
report is made by the brewery supplying the local public-houses ; 
put I have been unwilling to investigate the conditions of the 
private lives of operatives, and how far these are affected by the 
state of trade, as it seems difficult to enter on these points unless 
for some purpose of administering relief without giving offence. 


a 
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“ Before closing this report Iam glad to add that my annual 
chapter of accidents is a comparatively small one. One fatal 
accident caused by aman mending a belt which the latter was 
laying on a revolving shaft, and one of the loss of a limb, consti- 
tute the only serious ones that have occurred. 

“A considerable amount of fencing has been recommended by 
Mr. Tinker and myself during the year, and in all cases our 
suggestions have met with ready acquiescence.” 


Birmingham, Major Roe :— 


“ Jewellery trade—The most important industry in my district, 
insomuch as it affords occupation directly or indirectly to 14,000 
to 16,000 persons, and supports probably 40,000 to 50,000, is that 
of the making of jewellery and plate, and this industry, for obvious 
reason, has suffered probably more than any other during the last~ 
few years from the prevailing depression. The Post Office 
Directory for 1865 gives 1,123 mastermen as thus engaged in 
Birmingham, and to these must be added a large number of 
‘carret’ masters or ‘ outworkers,’ who perhaps employ two or 
three hands. ‘The increase of female labour, particularly in 
‘silver jewellery and warehouse duties is very considerable, and 
‘has tended to keep down the wages of men. Still these have 
‘risen to very high points in season of prosperity, and even in the 
‘ present time of depressed prices a skilled journeyman jeweller 
‘earns with his own hands 30s. to 45s, per week of about 54 
‘hours. Most of the manufactories are well ventilated, the newly 
‘ built ones being large and commodious in every respect.’ 

“Gilt and plated jewellery has been almost superceded by 
silver, and these departments, which 25 years ago were of large 
proportions, are now almost obliterated. The workmen have 
turned their hands to working in silver. 

“© « The statistics of the Assay Office form an index to the con- 
‘dition of the gold and silver trades of the town,’ and by the 
courtesy of Mr. William Westwood, Assay Master of the Bir- 
mingham Assay Office, I am enabled to give the following figures, 
showing the increased manufacture in the last 20 years -— 





Amount of Plate | Gold Wares assayed | Silver Wares assayed 


Year. Duty collected. and marked. and marked. 
To June £ 

1867 9,941 34,114 83,501 

1887 21,755 108,233 858,662 





“The manufacture of watch cases in gold and silver, more par- 
ticularly in the latter metal, is a new and very considerable trade, 
employing hundreds of people. It is estimated that between 
60,000 and 80,000 silver watch cases are annually made in 
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Birmingham factories. One factory employs ‘about 100 hands 
making the cases for American companies. 

“ Many hundreds of people are now employed in Birmingham Mr, L, 
and the neighbourhood in the metal bedstead trade. ‘The Brierley’s 
‘ average earnings of men are about 23s. per week, and of women Handbook 
‘about 14s.’ eet og 

“Mr. John Rabone, writing of the measuring rules and tapes 7°” 
trade, says, ‘The employment of automatic machinery has: quite 
‘revolutionised the trade, by bringing larger capital into it, and 
‘increasing the number of workpeople sixfold, at the same time , 93. 
‘enabling employers to pay higher wages than they could 
‘ possibly do when all depended upon unaided hand labour.’ 

“The manufacture of wire nails has been introduced into y;,. 
Birmingham since 1865. ‘ Women get about 10s. a week, youths nails, 
“as feeders about 15s. to 20s., skilled mechanics from 80s. to 50s., Mr. R. F. 
“and labourers 15s. to 20s. per week.’ Martineau, 

“<The weekly average of pens produced is about 160,000 P. 199. 
erosses, requiring from 16 to 18 tons of steel. The number of Steel peus, 
girls and women employed is from 3,200 to 8,600, whilst the p. 285. 
number of men employed as tool makers, engineers, stokers, &c. 
hardly exceeds 500.’ 

The wages (piece work) vary from 15s. to 8s. for women, with Paper 
an average of 10s. per week, and for young girls, 13 to 16 years bags. 
of age, from 3s. 6d. to 4s. 6d., with an average of 3s. 9d. a week. 

Day workers, girls as learners, earn 3s. a week, women (piece- Tin plate 


| work) average lls. to 12s. workers. 
Men average 1/. 10s. per week. Weod 
turners. 


Women (lathe) polishers average 8s. 4d. 
Women, polishing by hand, average 15s. 9d. 
Average men’s wages 28s. per week of 54 hours, but vary from Die 

| 20s. to 42s.; whereas women (day workers) over 18 years average s’nters. 

; 8s. a week, and women (day workers) under 18 years average 6s. 

| a week. 

So far as I have ascertained the hands employed in making Buttons, 

| buttons (metal and linen) work under as favourable circumstances Metal and 
/as can be conceived. hinen. 
The hands are mostly women and children, and it is practically 

ithe only business where half-timers are employed in this town. 

If skilful women can earn in the best paid branch large wages. 

| One woman in August last earned 19s. 5}d. in the week (from a 

| wages’ book), and I am informed that, as a fact, there is no 

| difficulty for such a woman exceeding 1/. a week as her earnings, 

i} except the unwillingness to do so, for fear of the prices for their 

| work being reduced; and a case was mentioned to me of a widow, 

iwho is still working for the same firm, having brought up her 

\family of six children entirely by her own labour. 

‘‘T am informed that ‘in this trade werk is good and better Do. 

|< than it has been for years. Many thousands of grosses have Pearl. 
|* been and are being exported to America, where ball buttons on 

|* ladies’ dresses are the fashion.’ 

| “My experience tells me that there is nothing in my part of Making of 
ithe town analogous to the sweating system of the Hast-end of oes 

o 52641. D ; 
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London, in fact, female labour is too much sought after in other 
occupations. The proprietor of a large millinery (ready made) 
establishment here, who until a year ago employed many hands, 
now informs me that he can buy in London cheaper than he could 
make here, owing entirely to the lower price paid for female labour 
in London. 

‘But there is in the town of Tamworth a large tailoring work- 
shop employing indoors, and as outworkers, many hundreds of 
hands, where clothes are made and sent to all parts of the 
country, and no doubt this is successfully carried on not only by 
the skill and knowledge of the firm, but by the fact of the cheap- 
ness of female labour in this generally rural district. 

‘The accidents from machinery in my district have materially 
decreased, being 77 for the year ending 31st October, as com- 
pared with 96 in the years before; but how far this decrease is 
due to lessened trade or to better fencing can only be a matter of 
opinion. There have been three (8) fatal accidents from 
machinery, two to boys being caught by belts hanging loose on 
revolving shafts (no strap hooks being provided}, and one to a 
man, who .whilst putting on a belt was caught by it and thrown 
into scme heavy cog-wheels ; this happening in a factory which, 
owing to a misunderstanding and mis-statement of one of the 
Corporation officials, that the work was not done by way of trade 
or for profit, was not then under my inspection. 

‘* As you wish for any special appliances which tend to lessen 
machinery accidents to be reported to you, I would recall your 
attention to the small attachment to the end of the shaft of a gas 
engine, which I mentioned in my last year’s report. The in- 
ventor has now patented it, and it is being manufactured in sizes 
(by Messrs. Piercy & Co., Engineers, Birmingham,) to suit engines 
of various horse-power. It is now in practical use in a factory 
where a 12 horse-power gas engine is at work, and is highly 
approved of, and the cost being small I hope to be enabled next 


year to report them as being very largely used, when the inventor _ 


is in a position to advertise them and place them on the market. 
The great advantage of them is that it enables the whole of the 
working parts (flywheel, crank, &c.) of the engine being per- 
manently fenced, and does away with the pulling round by hand 
of the flywheel, which during the year led to a serious accident to 
an engine tenter, whose foot was severely injured by the crank. 

‘The use of power driven machinery is daily increasing, with 
the results that the output is largely increased, and the sub- 
stitution of female and youthful labour for that of the skilled 
artizan is caused in many trades, although the making of the 
machinery and tools required perhaps more than compensates the 
adult male workers for the substitution of females, &c. in the 
actual processes of manufacture. 


“The employment of half-time children has practically ceased | 
in all businesses, except as before mentioned in some branches of | 
the button trade, where female children are still employed to a 
limited extent. A child earning about 1s. 6d.a week working | 


under a female at a press. 


4 
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“ An increasing number of children under the age of 13 years 
are now reaching the exemption standard (or 5th) in this town ; 
and I find that parents are averse (as also the school authorities to 
receiving them) to keep their children at school as half-timers 
when this standard is reached, and I cannot but think that in any 
scheme of technical education it would be most beneficial to the 
working classes that children under 13 years of age (who must 
attend school as half-timers if employed in factories or work- 
shops) should have facilities afforded them to attend technical 
schools whilst working half-time in a factory. The technical 
school in this town, which has been doing very good work, is not 
open to half-timers, nor to children unless they have reached the 
6th Standard, and then only if the parents will engage to keep 
them at the school for at least 12 months; so practically they are 
debarred from earning any wages whilst so attending, and the 
small earnings cf the children are of great moment in many cases 
of widows and those parents out of work themselves. 

“In many works the hands voluntarily give a small weekly 
sum to the hospital funds in this town, men taxing themselves 
perhaps 1ld., and women and girls 3d. per week for this praise- 
worthy object, and in this way large sums are annually raised for 
the local hospitals, and this in addition to the hands largely sub- 
scribing to ‘ sick’ and ‘ funeral’ funds. 

“‘T have been furnished by the courtesy of the Chairman to the 
‘Birmingham Schools Cheap Dinner Fund’ with the Annual 
_ Report for 1886-87, in which he says, ‘continued testimony is 
_ ‘being produced as to the beneficial effects of the dinners upon 
_ ‘the children, physical, educational, and moral,’ and again, 
‘regularity of attendance at school, the diminution of street 
© “begging and juvenile crime, . . » . . «© « « are directly 
» ‘traceable to it.’ 

“The dinners are paid for at the rates of $d.-or 4d. each, 
and 356,480 such dinners have been provided at a total cost of 
6647. 9s. 1d. They are given free to absolutely necessitous 

children out of the committee funds or private benevolence, and 
_ these free dinners are about four fifths of the total. 

TJ have ascertained that clean, well-built four-roomed cottages, 
situated about one mile from the Town Hall, and near factories, 
ean be had for 4s. a week, and six-roomed cottages at Sparkbrook, 
‘about two miles from the centre of the town, for rents from 8s. 6d. 
a week. 

At no time has food, I believe, been cheaper than at present, 
_ Ad. for a 4 lb. loaf of good wheaten bread being the usual price 
_ in this town, and fresh meat (Colonial) can be bought for from 3d. 
_ to dd. a lb., whilst good fresh cod is frequently sold at 2d. a lb. in 
_ the markets. 

_ *T have been furnished with the weekly statistical statement 
for week ending 26th November 1887 of the guardians to the 
_ poor, and find there is an increase of 35 men and a decrease of 48 
_ women receiving indoor relief, and an increase of 18 vagrants, as 
compared with the corresponding period of last year, and with 
reference to the outdoor poor, last year the number was 3,097 
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receiving relief, and this year this has decreased to 2,524, or a 
decrease of 573, of whom 383 only were able-bodied persons. 

‘‘ Before giving my own opinions as to the present condition of 
the working classes, I will give those of gentlemen in this town, 
who being employers of labour, &c. are, perhaps, the best qualified 
to give their views with authority. 

“ One says, speaking generally of the town, ‘That the indus- 
‘trious steady artizan can obtain work readily, but that the 
‘struggle for a living of the unskilful or unsteady man is very 
‘ sévere:: 

“ Again, a gentleman (speaking of the tin-plate workers). 
‘ Machinery is reducing the number of skilled workmen;’ and, 
speaking generally, ‘the reduction of the hours of labour and 
‘lessened cost of food, &c. is, in my opinion, quite equal to a 30 
‘ per cent. increase of wages as compared with 30 years ago.’ 

‘From another source, himself a working foreman. ‘The 
‘industrious working man is better off in every respect than 10 
‘ years ago.’ 

“A gentleman, a guardian to the poor, speaking generally. 
‘The workmen of to-day are, in my opinion, a different type of 
‘men to those of 10 years ago. Drunkenness has materially 
‘decreased, and the men are more attentive end steady at their 
‘work ; their homes are cleaner ari in a better sanitary condition 
‘than in the past.’ 

“From the foregoing opinions and my inquiries I have been led 


conclusions tg form the following conclusions: that in this town, with its 


i 
j 
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infinite variety of industries, most of which require an increasing 
supply of female and youthful labour, that except in the wholesale 
jewellery and gun trades (of the latter I have but little in my 
district) the demand for labour is fair, and the wages on the 
whole good, and I have to report a slight improvement recently 
even In the jewellery trade. During the year there has been but 
littie friction between employers and employed by way of strikes. 
The fact of so many women being employed, enables a family, 
even when the head of it is unemployed, to earn something through 
the females or young persons, and that both rent and food being 
low in cost, enable the wages to provide more substantial comfort 
than probably has been the case in years gone by. The small 
fees for children’s education is also doing much to enable parents 


to bring up their families respectably and at no great tax on their 


resources. Year by year the factories and workshops are becoming 
more and more salubrious, and as the leases of old shopping fall 
in, the low, ifl-ventilated, and, therefore, necessarily unhealthy, 
‘work rooms are being gradually replaced by fine lofty buildings, 
ventilated on the most approved principles, sometimes lit by elec- 
tricity, tending to add greatly to the happiness and well-being of 
the workers. 


The next report is that by Mr. Blenkinsopp, whose head- 
quarters are at Peterborough, and his report begins by 
describing his district :— 


“My district is, of course, mainly an agricultural one, with 
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what one may call agricultural towns, such as Grantham, Peter- 
borough, Stamford, Huntingdon, Bedford, &c.; a seaport, Boston ; 
shoemaking towns and villages, e.g., Wellingborough, Kettering, 
Higham Ferrers, Rushden, Olney, Bozeat, &c.; and the straw- 
hat making towns of Luton, Dunstable, &e. In addition to which 
there are many flour mills and brickworks Bcenterne about over all 
the counties under my inspection. 

“Tn what I have termed agricultural towns and valtngas there is 
not much to which one need call attention. Of course there is work 
to be done, and there is need for inspection, but the manufacturing 
is not the dominant feature, as it is in other places. The chief 
thing to be noted about these towns is the general stagnation of 
business, owing to the fearful depression of the agricultural in- 
terests all around them. In most of them, however, there are 
many millinery and dressmaking establishments, in some of which 
a large number of hands are employed. ‘These often require con- 
siderable attention from the Inspector. ‘The wages, which are 
low, will be considered afterwards. 

“ Straw hat trade.——In the straw-hat factories and workshops, 
the trade of which is, as: you are aware, to a great extent a season 
one, a great deal of overtime is worked, especially in the spring. 
I can recollect some 17 or 18 years ago when ladies’ hats were so 
small, and not much straw in them, the people of Harpenden and 
St. Albans thought their trade was gone, but now the straw-hat 
people seem to be fairly flourishing. 

“ Flour mills —With regard to the flour mills to be found in 
most parts of the district, the old fashioned water-power mills are 
now used chiefly as orist or meal mills, a great portion of ,the 
wheat-grinding being done in large new steam-power mills, or 
in old mills into, which the new roller machinery has been in- 
troduced. 

“This machinery was brought in, as doubtless you know, in 
order to obtain a whiter and drier flour to compete with the 
foreign. But now even those people who have this new ma- 
chinery complain that they cannot make money in the face of 
foreign competition. Respecting these complaints made by flour 
millers of foreign competition, [ have seen the following in an 
agricultural report :— 

“ «Trade is said to be terribly bad with the millers, and here 
and there we hear of old firms relinquishing the business, closing 
their mills, and discharging their hands, not only compulsorily 
through failure, but voluntarily through want of profit. This 
arises from the increased quantities of flour sent in from abroad. 
The extent to which this portion of our food supply has increased 
is shown at once by our trade returns for the past two months of 
this and two previous years. Whilst the quantities of wheat 
imported in 1885 was 2,531,000 quarters, in 1886 it had gone 
down to 2,160,000 quarters, and in 1887 to 1,982,000 quarters, 
the imports of flour had increased from what was equal to 581,000 
quarters of wheat in 1885 to 818,000 quarters in 1886, and 
968,000 quarters in 1887. Ory, in other words, there was in the 
two months’ import of wheat a difference of 598,000 quarters 
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decrease in the three years, whilst those of flour increased in the 
same period 387,000 quarters (when reckoned as wheat), and 
when the combined decrease of flour and wheat together was but 
211,000 quarters.’ 

‘The object of sending flour instead of wheat is that an equal 
amount of food supply is conveyed in less bulk and at less 
freightage in the shape of flour than in the shape of wheat. 

“In this way not only is another British industry seriously 
attacked, but also the flour being ground abroad and not at home 
causes bran, sharps, and other offal, all useful to farmers for 
feeding purposes, to be scarce and dear. 

“ Wages.—I fancied that the wages in these new mills would be 
higher than in the old, but, with the exception of the few principal 
men who understand adjusting the machinery, I find the contrary 
to be the case. Theireasorfor this isthat in a roller mill the work 
is more automatic than in a stone mill; consequently less skilled 
labour is required (in proportion) in the former. In a stone mill 
the men must understand how to dress a stone, take out old stones 
and put in new ones, so that, as I said, except in the case of two 
or three men at the top of the tree, the labour in a roller mill is 
common labour of the most ordinary kind, and some wages paid 
may be as low as 10s. a week. The men who can adjust the 
roller machinery may, in some mills, get 25s..a week, and in others 
as much as 2/. I find that this difference in wages depends chiefly 
on the employer. Some firms will only pay so much, and when a 
man has gained experience and can ‘better himself’ he goes, and 
another is got in his place. I find the same difference in the 
mineral water trade. In one town, in the same street, are two 
factories in this trade; in one the head man, or ‘mixer,’ the man 
in whose charge are the ingredients, the chemicals, &c., and who 
puts them into the water, gets 25s.a week; in the other 2/. When 
the ‘mixer’ in the former gets older and more experienced his 
wages are not raised, as I expected would be the case, but he 
leaves and another man comes in his place. 

“Tn the old stone milis (flour and grist) the wages run pretty 
even. If the mill is small and only one man employed, he gets 
about 24s. a week; if large, and, say, three men are employed, 
one will have 25s., the other two 20s. They have to carry or 
wheel the sacks of flour, dress stones, and take their turn at night 
work. Young persons are seldom employed, though one finds 
them occasionally. 

“There are, of course, many breweries, and the wages of the 
‘brewers’ vary. In a brewery of, say, 20 hands, the brewer 
might receive 1/. a day, or about 800/. a year. But if the master 
is partly his own brewer, the brewer might’ probably be paid half 
that amount. The wages of the ordinary hands would run about 
18s. a week. Ina small brewery, where there is no steam or other 
mechanical power, the ‘brewer’ would receive about 30s. a week, 
and other men (if any) 18s. 

“ Engine-drivers.—In breweries, flour mills, oileake mills, and 
ae similar factories, the engineers have from 23s. to 25s. a 
week. 
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“ Oilcake mills——A man has so much work set for him to do, and 
the amount varies in different mills. In those in which American 
machinery is used some men are called ‘moulders,’ and get 25s. 
a week. In all mills there are ‘pressmen,’ who in some mills 
earn 21s.a week. In those mills, however, where ‘ pressmen’ 
are the leading hands, they earn up to 30s. a week. ‘ Parers’ 
get 18s.a week. ‘Thus, taking one trade with another, we find 
a very large amount of labour paid at the rate of 18s. a week. 

“ Brickmaking.—The trade in this part of the country differs 
very much from what itis in Staffordshireand Worcestershire. There 
most of the work is done by women and girls, but in this district 
I have, up to the present, come across only two females in brick- 
yards, one under the age of 16. Nor is there so much boy labour. 
As far as I can understand, people were so much afraid of the 
trouble of half-timers, and of being prosecuted about them and 
other things, that in many works they got rid of all boys under 
18 altogether.. Now, however, there seems to be a teadency to 
employ young persons again, but not half-timers. In brick works 
where there is machinery day men get 4d. an hour for 10} hours 
per day. Men who fill the clay into small trucks get so much a 
ton—about 80s. a week. In hand-made brickyards the moulders 
get, say, 5s. 38d. per 1,000. Out of this he pays the man at the 
pug mill, who also wheels the clay to him, ls. 8d. per 1,000. If 
he employs a boy to ‘carry off’ the bricks, he pays him 6s. to 
7s. 6d.a week. If the moulder merely ‘stands at his bench’ and 
has all help found, then he is paid 1s. 9d. per 1,000. A very 
strong man has been known to make 3,500 bricks a day, but this 
is exceptional. The average would be 2,000 to 2,500. 

“ Engineering works and foundries.— Throughout Hunts, 
North Hants, Lincolnshire, &c. moulders receive 26s. to 28s. 
a week. Fitters, lathe (or tool) men, 22s. to 24s. a week. 

‘“‘ Letter-press printing.—There are many factories of this kind, 
and I do not suppose that wages differ much from other districts. 
In some of the smaller towns the regular hands seem to be paid a 
little more-than in larger places, for one man has to turn his hand 
to everything connected with printing, and he raay be paid up to 
28s. a week. Where there is machinery machine men get, say, 
26s. a week in Boston, and 28s. in some smaller towns. I have 
found some female conipositors, and in one newspaper office a 
custom prevails which I fancy is somewhat unusual. The wages 
of the young girls there begin at 2s. 6d. to 38s. a week, and the 
employer stipulates that they must do so much work per hour for 
him for the above sum. If they are quick and can do more in the 
hour than he stipulates for, he pays them extra; so that all that 
they can earn in the hour over and above the requirement of the 
employer is so much gain for themselves. In this way their 
earnings often run up to 5s. and 6s. a week, and more as their 
wages rise. In this factory boy apprentices are paid 3s. per week 
the first year, 4s. per week the second year, and have the same 
privilege of getting extra pay as the girls, so that in a short time 
they may earn as much as 9s. a week. If a small newspaper is 
published in some small town, a man may have to be both a press 
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and a jobbing printer. Generally speaking, however, men on 
newspaper work get a little more than jobbing printers, for they 
are supposed to be better up in punctuation and grammar, though 
one knows by experience of newspapers that these are often two 
very weak points. As a rule, boys get 3s. a week, rising up to 
8s. if apprenticed for five years, and 3s. up to 12s. if apprenticed 
for seven years. 

“In an elastic web factory many females are employed, and 
here I find a great difference in wages. These vary from 7s. up to 
14s. Some of the looms work a little quicker than others, making 
a difference of a shilling or two in the week; but the chief 
difference is due to the skill and industry of the hands. Some 
girls are naturally quicker than others, and those who ‘gossip ° 
and do not at once observe when a thread breaks lose a great deal 
of time before they can set the loom in motion again. ‘This fac- 
tory belongs to a firm in Leicester, and I find that they have come 
from Leicester, not merely with a view of getting cheaper labour 
in the country, but that, the weaving in Leicester being done by 
men, the latter would strike it women were employed there. 

“ Corset making.—One trade in my district appears to be a 
growing one, and affords employment to an increasing number oi 
temales. I refer to stay and corset making. Factories are put up 
in various small towns and even villages, and thus work is provided 
in places where it may be much required. The reason, I find, for 
thus seek.ing labour in villages is not merely to obtain cheaper labour 
in those places, but this growing industry cannot obtain a suffi- 
cient supply of female labour in towns like Birmingham, Leicester, 
and other places where there is much other occupation for women. 
Wages vary very much according to the class of work and the 
skill or experience of the hands. Under one firm a really good 
hand can earn on first-class work 16s. or 17s. a week ; on common 
corsets 12s. to 14s. Under another firm the machine hands are 
all on piece-work, and some earn 8s. to 14s. ; average is about 
10s. a week. Girls about 14 or 15 years old work at first by 
time, and get 2s. 6d. to 4s. a week, and then go on piece-work at 
something or other, and soon advance, unless they are very slow. 

“ Milliners and Dressmakers.—There are a large number of 
these establishments, some employing up to 60 or 70 hands. These 
large firms do not care about the trade, but they are drapers as well, 
and they find that they cannot sell their stuff unless they are also 
prepared to make it up. [suppose itis that London is now so close 
to most places, and London fashions so soon known, that unless 
firms in the country are prepared to meet every demand a lot of 
their trade would go to London. Consequently a head dressmaker 
has to be employed at a large salary, 80/. to 100/. a year, while 
the real working hands earn little. Formerly, apprentices used to 
pay a small premium, as well as work for nothing at first. Now, 
employers are glad if they can engage girls for two years for 
nothing. I know of one firm that never pays its apprentices any- 
thing. These work two years for nothing and then leave, and 
others take their place. Some firms pay a little the second year, 
say 2s,a week. Other firms keep their apprentices on after the 





1887. ] of Factories and Workshops. 57 


second year and pay them. So that we have: head milliner, 40J. 
to 60/. a year and board; second milliner, 12s. 6d. to 14s. a week 
and board ; improvers, 2s. to 10s. a week out of the house, 2.e., 
no board or residence ; head dressmakers, 60/. to 1002. a year 
with board; apprentices, two years for nothing, unless they turn 
out very well, when they may be paid a small sum after 14 or 15 
months. Where the hands are retained after the end of two years _ 
they are paid hands, and earn all sorts of sums from 3s. a week 
upwards. Girls of 18 or 2) earn from 8s. 6d. to 17s. a week, all 
out of the house; less if they have board. Thus we find the 
greater number Of hands in these trades earning comparative 
trifles, especially when we consider that on 48 occasions in the 
year they may have to work 14 hours a day. If they can live at 
home they may do very well, but what if they cannot? I have 
not had enough experience of establishments in which a number 
of girls are boarded on the premises to speak positively on the 
subject ; but I suppose that, socially speaking, if a girl has a 
fairly good home it is better for her to reside there than to be 
mixed up with a lot of others boarded on the premises. .It will 
be observed that all these girls are paid by the week, and thus 
have no chance of earning more by hard work. Iam informed, 
however, that a firm at Cambridge adopts the piece-work system. 
But in this case a girl who makes, say, the body of a dress, would 
not do any necessary alterations. When the body is finished her 
interest is at an end, so that, I suppose, a second staff must be 
kept for that purpose. The evil effects on the health of over: 
erowded and ill-ventilated workrooms we all know, but not 
having been long in this district I will not touch upon this ques- 
tion at present further than to say that in most of the places I 
have visited the girls seem fairly healthy and cheerful, though I 
have already been compelled to reduce the hands in some rooms 
by fully one half. 

I will turn now to the more manufacturing part of my district 
as opposed to the agricultural. 

“© Boot and shoe trade——\ refer to the boot -and shoe-making 
towns of Kettering, Wellingborough, &c., and the numerous villages 
in that part of the county, Disborough, Rothwell, Raunds, Higham 
Ferrers, Bozeat, &c. Here, no doubt, manufacture may affect the 
social condition of the people, for employment is given to every 
class of worker. The boot and shoe trade is an increasing in- 
dustry, and there is certainly no diminution in the employment of 
females and children. It is, however, curious to note how 
the conditions of a trade alter, The increase is chiefly taking 
place in those towns where a complete boot is made. Formerly 
the trade was principally the manufacture of boot ‘uppers.’ ‘The 
‘uppers’ only were made, and these were sent out all over the 
country, and perhaps the world, and made into boots by the 
local bootmaker. In those days the ready-made boot (when such 
were made) was a clumsy, mis-shapen affair, and badly put 
together. But such is no longer the case. No doubt common 
and poor boots are still made, but there is now an immense quan- 
tity of first class stuff twmmed out. Some regard is paid to the 


58 Annual Report of H.M. Chief Inspector [31st Oct.. 


anatomy of the foot, as well as to the appearance of the boot. 
When a traveller comes round with specimen lasts I have observed 
the critical eye with which the boot manufacturer examines them, 
suggesting a little more fulness here, or a little less ‘spring’ - 
there, and I have often been surprised at seeing the care and 
pains the workman in his small workshop takes over the better 
class of goods. Consequently the chief increase of trade and 
population is, as I have said, in places where the boot is made 
throughout, such as Kettering and Rushden. The population of 
Kettering, 11,000 in 1881, is now estimated at 16,000; that of 
Rushden is supposed to have risen from about 2,500 to about 
5,000 in the same period. This increase is the more surprising 
in the case of the latter place, for it is comparatively far from any 
railway. On the other hand, Wellingborough and similar places 
where ‘uppers’ only are made are at a standstill, and a. Welling- 
borough manufacturer the other day told me that he thought that 
if they are not to go back altogether they will have to turn their 
attention to making the entire boot. ‘The effect of this on the 
country. generally will be that the local bootmaker will, to a great 
extent, die out; the cobbler may remain, but not the bootmaker. 
At present a great part of the work is put out to the small work- 
shops; but there is now evidence of another alteration in the 
trade, there is a growing tendency to concentrate the labour, 2.e., 
to bring it more together into the factory or large workshop. 
Many firms have enlarged their premises so as to have most of 
the work done under their own eye. Even the men called riveters 
who used to work at home are brought in to work at the factories. 
This, as I will show, may have some: effect on the number of 
half-timers employed. 

‘The making of a boot is divided into many branches. The 
man who cuts out the leather for making the ‘ uppers’ is called a 
‘clicker.’ In the sewing rooms the men would be called ‘ skivers ’ 
. and ‘ finishers,’ and the women ‘ machinists,’ ‘ fitters,’ or ‘ liners,’ 
but the term ‘ boot closers’ or ‘ upper closers’ will do to include 
all in this branch of the business—men, women, and children. 
As there is only one factory in Wellingborough where boots and 
shoes are completed, there are not many employed in the other 
branches of the trade there. But in other places we have ‘ press- 
men,’ who cut out the leather for the sole by machinery ; ‘ stitch- 
ers, men who stitch on the sole either by hand or machinery ; 
*yriveters,’ who fasten on the soles with nails or rivets; ‘lifters,’ 
who make the ‘lift’ or heel; ‘ finishers,’ who do the final touches 
and complete the boot. 

“The labour being thus distributed, and a boot passed about 
from one workman to another, an immense amount of light labour 
is required. ‘This will account for the great number of half- 
timers. Not merely is there the light work such as tying knots, 
making ‘channels,’ and other small jobs in a factory or workshop 
on which half-timers can be employed, but there is all this what I 
may term ‘errand-work.’ The technical term is to ‘ go to shop.’ 
Lhe work is given out at a certain establishment, whether factory 
or workshop, to men or women who have their own small work- 
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shop, say, so many pairs of uppers to a riveter. It would, of 
course, be a great loss to him if, when he had finished (7.e., so far 
as his share of the labour is concerned), he had to go to the fac- 
tory with them and wait for them to be examined and approved, 
and so many more given out to him. He, therefore, employs a 
half-timer to ‘go to shop’ for him. Some of these half-timers 
are set to do odd jobs in the workshop, and some few even begin 
to learn the trade and in their spare moments ‘knock in a few 
rivets. But a very large number are purely and simply errand 
boys, who go to and from the factory or large workshop. There 
is often no room for them inside the small workshop, no bench 
for them to sit down on, and no place at which they can stand to 
‘knock in a few rivets.’ When the riveter’s boy has taken the 
boots, now with the sole on, back to the factory, the finisher’s boy 
(or girl) takes them out to the finisher’s workshop, and a certain 
few half-timers in these finishing shops algo are set odd jobs, such 
as polishing the edge of the sole. 

‘“‘T find that, as a rule, these half-timers are really well looked 
after by the school boards, school attendance committees, and 
school teachers, and of late I find. most of them furnished with 
labour certificates, but the standard for half-time labour is in 
some places the third, and in others only the second. With refer- 
ence to what I said above, it appears to me concentration or 
centralisation of labour will do away with many of these half- 
timers, for the ‘errand’ labour will not be required. This cen- 
tralisation, this change in the ‘condition of employment, may 
affect wages in another way. ‘There will be less piece-work. 
Instead of working piece-work at home the hands will be paid by 
the day at the factory. 

‘‘ As regards the social condition of the workers in the boot 
trade, they seem fairly happy and comfortable. Many working 
men have complained to me of the lowness of prices, but when 
they are fairly well employed, I should consider them well off. 
Not a few own their own homes, acquired entirely by their 
savings, and I should say that the majority may be considered 
steady and respectable working people. The women and girls 
have not the good looks of others, say those in the straw-hat 
places, and by no means the physique of the Staffordshire women, 
but they seem to me to be, generally speaking, exceedingly quiet 
and steady. And I should say there is very little real poverty 
about. 

‘‘ The trade being distributed into so many branches, each 
branch is easily learnt. Boys soon acquire a certain amount of 
knowledge, and this seems to me to affect the social condition of 
the people. L[ know a boy, 134 years old, who gets his own 
work out of the factory, hires a stand, or rather a stool, in a 
workshop (the owner or occupier of which has nothing to do with 
him) for which he pays 3d. a week. He carns his own money, 
and is under no control as regards his work, which is that of a 
riveter. ‘Trade being slack, he has never yet made 6s. a week. 
It is true that, at pr esent, he lives at home and gives his earnings 
to his mother, but in 18 months or so he will probably refuse to 
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do this. He will pay her so much for board, and become inde- 
pendent. Before he is 15 he will himself probably become an 
employer of labour, engaging a half-timer to ‘ go to shop’ for 
him. JI have found several boys of 15 or 16 employing half- 
timers. ‘This early independence leads to early marriages, which 
will account for the comparatively diminutive size of many of the 
children, and also even of adults. Thus far I got by my own 
observation. And my view as to early marriages was confirmed 
by inquiring of working men, and my opinion as to the size 
of the people was upheld by a manufacturer at Kettering, who 
was decidedly and strongly of the idea that the race is dete- 
riorating. On the other hand education is more advanced, I 
think, than in many other parts of the country. IJ understand 
that it is not an uncommon thing for children to pass the dth 
Standard at 11 years of age. 

“ The hours of labour are not long, being, generally speaking, 
in factories and large workshops, from 6.30 a.m. to 6 p.m., if 
breakfast time is given, or from 7.30 to 6.15 if no breakfast time 
is given; the dinner hour being from 12.30 to 1.80. There is 
not much overtime made. Some few of the larger places avail 
themselves of Notice No. 21, and keep the overtime register, 
but I refer more particularly to irregular overtime, that is, over- 
time without special notice, or exceeding the two hours allowed. 
In a few smaller workshops I have once or twice found workmen 
keeping half-timers late, and they gave as their excuse that they 
could not get the work given out at the factory in time to com- 
plete it within the proper hours. I followed this up by going to 
one of the factories referred to, for I thought it hard for the men 
to be kept waiting for their work. I was informed, however, that 
the men who made this excuse would be those kept ‘ Saint 
Monday,’ and that if they went to the factory at a proper hour 
on Monday morning they would have ample time for completing 
their work without keeping their half-timers after hours. 


“ Wages.—I obtained from one large firm the following as to 


the upper closing business. 
“ Tn culting-out department :— 


OM: 
* Average paid to men - ~ . - 23 Oa week. 
a Do. to male young persons learn- 
ing this trade - ae i ake 
“* No women or children in this department. 
‘‘ In the upper closing department :— 
“« Average: Men - -- SE rd oy 
us ‘ Women - - aE TERE A 
» . Young persons - mn nS AG RP aes 
#8 . Children - sidieiiioiiige ibd” Dak Sie 


‘“‘'The above are averages, but as regards half-timers we may 
take it that they get from ls. 6d. a week in the villages to 2s. a 
week in the towns. I have, of course, made many other in- 
quiries, and the rule seems tc be that even when women and girls 
are not on piece-work they do not all get the same wage, but are 
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paid according to the class of work they are on, and their skill 
and knowledge in doing it. We may reckon that a girl, a really 
good hand, on a good class of work would be paid as much as 
18s. a week, but probably the average for big girls and women 
would run about 10s. A girl of 14 would be paid about 3s. a 
week. Riveters and finishers work either at, home or in their 
own shop at back of their houses; or they hire a stool in another 
man’s workshop. When they work ina factory or large work- 
shop they can make from 12s. to 24s. a week. A man must work 
very hard to earn the latter sum. Pressmen at the machines vary 
irom 17s, to 23s. a'week, and lads of 16 or 17 get about 8s. 6d. 
When men and youths work outside the factory, as above 
described, their earnings, of course, vary with their skill and 
industry. The work is given out to them, and they are paid so 
much a pair of boots, or so much a dozen pairs; and it is clear 
that one man can rivet more boots than another in the same space 
of time, and an industrious man will naturally earn more than an 
idle one. As youths begin to rivet at an early age, earnings vary 
mueh, but we may reckon them at an average of from 12s. for 
youths to 23s. or 24s. for industrious and skilful men. 

“ Curriers and Leather Dressers.—The average for these is, for 
men, about 24s.; for youths, about 7s. 

* As an instance of how entirely the trade of a place can 
change, I may take Desborough. ‘The trade of Desborough was 
formerly silk. This has now entirely disappeared, and boots 
have taken its place. Only 20 years ago the very factories in 
which boots and shoes are now made were devoted to the manu- 
facture of silks or silk plush. 

“ As an instance of a trade almost perishing, I may refer to that 
of pillow-lace making, formerly so much followed in Bucking- 
hamshire and Bedfordshire. It used to be said, some years ago, 
that in some parts of Buckinghamshire there was not a child of 
four years old that could not make pillow-lace. Now it is in a 
miserable plight. Children are not taught it, and women tell me 
that they have to work terribly hard to earn 6d. a day. They 
allege that French machine-made lace has completely ruined 
them. 


Major Beadon reports for Hampshire, Dorsetshire, parts 
of Berkshire, Wiltshire, Somersetshire, and Devonshire :— 


‘‘In these days the subject which places itself in the front rank 
for observation is, unfortunately, the condition of trade generally. 
Although there is at present not much of a very cheering nature 
to report, still I cannot conceal from myself that there is a decided 
improvement in almost all classes of factories and workshops, as 
compared with the state of affairs 18 months or 2 years since. 
Larger works are more busy, as a.rule, and many smaller ones 
which seemed likely to close altogether have again more hands on, 
and a slightly more cheerful aspect is apparent. Against this, 
it is true, some have collapsed, and among the more important [ 
regret to say some flax mills, beaten chiefly, as I am informed, 
by foreign (so-called) competition. 
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“ Among workshop industries, dressmakers and other pur- 
veyors of wearing apparel have of late been decidedly more 
active, except the boot and shoe makers, perhaps, some of whom 
say that among other drawbacks the prolonged dry weather has 
materially intervened, as boots not only last much longer in dry 

eather, but the wearer is prone to defer repairs or new pur- 
chases so long as it continues. 

“Slight, however, as the improved aspect of things may be, it 
is, no doubt, better that it should be gradual, 

“‘ Speaking generally, I cannot learn that there has been any 
very important alteration in rates of wages, or rather the amounts 
which good workers can earn; for although, by the increased 
and increasing introduction and development of machinery, pro- 
duction has vastly increased, matters have so adjusted themselves 
that in many trades the earnings’ have not much increased, though 
there are some exceptions which I shall allude to hereafter. 

‘‘As a rule, also, the numbers employed have not diminished, 
notwithstanding the increased out-put ; indeed the acknowledged 
rule that the introduction of machinery in the long run tends to 
cause more hands to be employed seems to be maintained. ‘This 
can only be accounted for by the increase of populations, the ad- 
vance of civilization, and the constant opening up of new markets 
all over the world; in other words, the increasing purchasing 
power of the world. 

“There are few of the leading industries in my district on 
which I propose to remark specially; but there are some circum- 
stances which appear to apply to nearly all, hence I can allude to 
them generally. 

“1, Strikes and lock-outs are practicaily unknown; the rare 
occasions on which such have oceurred being generally not of 
sufficient importance or duration to be worthy of attention. I 
cannot learn that either employers or employed are any the less 
happy or contented on this account, nor that the latter fail to 
get reasonable grievances redressed whenever they are found to 
exist. 

“ Although the rates of wages may not be ostensibly perhaps so 
high as in the midland and northern counties, &c., there is no 
doubt that. the people are, for the most part, able to live in more 
comfort, and that they possess many advantages. 

“In country districts, in which so much of my work lies, this 
is notably the case in the usually good class of house, with a bit 
of garden, obtainable for a small rental, and often built specially 
by the employers for their hands. Also in the enjoyment of 
pure air, which enables them to maintain a robust condition on 
comparatively less costly diet. Moreover, even that diet can be 
procured at a lower rate. In almost every point of view, in fact, 
the south country rural operative is able to get more for his 
money, and possesses many advantages contributing to the enjoy- 
ment of life, which are positively unknown and unobtainable by 
their more highly paid fellow-workers in some parts. ? 

“ The flax manufacture. — At Bridport and Crewkerne the 
time-honoured centres of the textile work, including for material, 
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flax, hemp, jute, &c., and producing twines, ropes, nets, canvas, 
and at the latter place various kinds of webbing, &c., there has 
of late been serious depression, arising from the general dulness 
everywhere, foreign and colonial competition, &c., and last, but 
not least, the fnilure of some of the fisheries. 

“The people can earn good wages when trade is brisk, but 
unfortunately a very small minority have sufficient thrift to save 
out of their abundance, and directly bad times come the poor rates 
became heavily burdened and distress widespread; but this, I 
fear, is not peculiar to the Bridport flax workers. 

‘‘ Great changes have taken place in the mode of et te 
among the twine spinners. Some years ago, hundreds of twine- 
walks existed at the backs of the houses, there are now com- 
paratively few. The work is now done in the factories chiefly, 
where the hands can work in comfort in all weathers, and earn 
better wages ; but doubtless, in- this instance, numbers of women 
who were able to attend to their household duties concurrently 
with their twine spinning, have lost their occupation. Their 
earnings, with long hours, were but small, and their robust ap- 
pearance, always to me, seemed to constitute a striking example 
of the theory that much physical support is to be obtained by 
being much in the open air, especially in good air. 

“ At Crewkerne things have not been so dull as they are not 
dependent on the production of nets, but there is much room for 
improvement. Much injury is said to have arisen through the 
false marking of goods—that is, marking an inferior quality by a . 
number properly representing a higher. one. ‘This is done by 
merchants in some trades in order to undersell or compete with 
the foreign producer whose article is inferior to ours, and although 
it may succeed for the moment, owing to purchasers being unable 
to detect the difference until proved by defective wear, the result 
is naturally disastrous, the customers declining to buy again in 
the same market. Honesty, however, is always best policy, and 


_ those who have steadily refused to connive at this deplorable 


practice, find that they do not lose by their firmness in the end, 
as in most trades the Britisher can produce, as a first-class article, 
the best in the world, and the trade (for such goods) eventually 
comes back to those who have persisted in an upright course. 

“ The lace factories at Chard, where tulles, laces, curtains, 
and so on are produced, do not seem to suffer so much as some 
other trades, and there is no material change in rates of wages. 

“ There is a tradition of a sort of mixture between a strike and 
a lock-out some 15 years ago. The employers refused to employ 
those who would not break off connexion with the north country 
union, and now there is only a local one; and there seems to be no 
talk of troubles in this way. 

“ The raw silk-throwing factories have been much more active 
of late, and the numbers of hands, half-timers, &c. seem much as 
jor? 

“ Of the Por ledeassi stay (or corset) factories and workshops 
I have always one tale to tell, and that is of continued and in- 
creasing prosperity.. The trade i is a most important one for the 
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‘three towns’ of Portsmouth, Portsea, and Southsea, inasmuch as 
the wages earned must mean the spending of a very large sum 
among the local tradesmen every week. ‘There are comparatively 
few men and boys employed, but some thousands of women and 
girls who can earn from 10s. to 25s. a week, according to the time 
given, the workers’ skill, and class of work, &e. ‘The hands seen in 
the factories by no means represent the chief part, as by far the 
greater number take away the work and do it at home, and the 
great value of the existence of this lucrative employment will be 
more fully realised when it is stated that the majority of those 
engaged are the wives and daughters of men employed in the 
naval and military services, others are the families of the dockyard 
men. Those employed in the factories generally earn more money, 
as they sit steadily at it during the required hours. There was 
once a sort of strike among the females, which lasted only a few 
days, and resulted in their having to givein. Their grievance 
was only a fancied one arising out of some new arrangement in the 
hire of the machines. The number of these garments produced, now 
that the sewing machine plays so important a part, is prodigious ; 
the ladies of all shades and descriptions demanding large and in- 
creasing supplies, about as much money as ever, or rather more, 
can be earned, and the numbers employed have much inereased. 
The employers have kept pace with all this by erecting large, new, 
commodious, and healthy factories, a very great improvement on 
the places known as stay factories only a few years ago. 

“ The west of England glove manufacture, of which Yeovil has 
been always considered the centre, has suffered much from the 
general depression and has undergone considerable changes of late 
years. ‘There are also important glove works at Stoke Hamden 
and other places. ‘The original leather glove trade mostly kid 
(so-called) is practically dead, and never likely to revive, that is, 
so far as to constitute the one staple article produced here and 
hereabouts ; for although it is still largely carried on, foreign 
competition, alteration of fashion, and other changes, have neces- 
sitated the introduction of other sorts of gloves. For example, 
at Stoke Hamden great attention has for some time been devoted to 
the fabric gloves, made of silk, cotton, &c. - The trade in certain 
makes of ladies’ and also men’s gloves, mostly white and lighter 
shades for evening wear, has for some time practically gone to 
Italy, and it is pretty well acknowledged that we cannot beat them 
in price. France and Belgium alsocompete. The Germans have 
of late years largely interfered, by flooding our market with gloves 
ata price at which we could not possibly produce them, both in 
leather and fabric, but only of an inferior quality, and the venture 
does not seem to be an unqualified success; competition from this 
source seems to have somewhat slackened. In certain classes of 
gentlemen’s gloves of best quality we appear likely to hold our own. 
In this trade also, the number of hands employed at home very far 
exceeds that in the factories; indeed a small proportion only of 
gloves is made at the works, the cutting out and other preparation 
being the chief work there, and the making being doneat the 
workers’ homes. They areable to earn much more since machines 
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were introduced, but owing to foreign competition and general 
causes there are less numbers employed. 

“ The source of income is a great boon to women and girls in the 
towns, and in remote villages spreading over a wide district. 
From 10s. to 25s.a week can be earned, money which in these 
days of agricultural depression is of great consequence in country 
localities. Most of the leather used is also dressed and prepared 
locally, which affords good employment to a good many men, who 
ean earn good wages, which have not been reduced in rate 
although successive improvements have been introduced giving new 
facilities for the work, so that the wages have in reality increased. 
Strikes are happily almost unknown, the people’s demands when 
reasonable being generally well considered. 

“In this trade, asin others, I do not gather the that advance of 
temperance principles has effected any tangible improvement, for 
although temperance men have slightly increased ‘ drink’ is stilla 
terrible drawback to the prosperity and well being of many. 
Some improvement has, however, been caused in another way. 
Formerly if a man absented himself on the drink, when his money 
was spent, he came to the office and an advance was made to him, 
but this system has been stopped for the most part with satis- 
factory results. 

“ | had been much puzzled in trying to arrive at some conclusion 
as to the recent and present state of the local trade, owing to the 
conflicting accounts given me, but this was explained on my 
seeking an opinion froma gentleman of much experience. He 
said, ‘ The trade has now-a-days to live by its wits” And he 
went on to explain that by this he meant that the old kid glove 
trade, through fereign competition, changes of fashion, and so on, 
could no longer be relied upon for a living, but that they had to 
keep their wits all alive and take up the first new thing that 
seemed likely to be in demand and mace to pay for the time being. 
The man who has been the quickest to do this will tell you ke is 
very busy and doing well, while one who has at all lagged behind 


tells you just the contrary. At this moment a glove called the 


‘astracan, a combination of woollen and kid, is the source of 
considerable activity. Next year, perhaps, it will be something 
else, and so on. 

“ The collar, cuff, and shirt manufacture.—It is satisfactory to 
find that this very important iadustry, of comparatively modern 
growth, has arisen, and become firmly established, in these districts, 
chiefly, where the decline in the gloving work had been rarely 
felt. Here again, although considerable number are employed in 
the factories, still greater numbers are provided with a clean and 
pleasant kind of work, which they can do at their own homes, 
good wages can be earned, and the use of the machine renders the. 
labour light, and the production is very large. In fact ones 
wonder is, how such a quantity can possibly be wanted. A large 
proportion of the work produced is for export. 

‘In the boot and shoe manufacture a great number of men, and 
some boys, women and girls, are employed at Portsmouth, 
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Southampton, &¢. Some work in the factories, while a much 
greater number carry the work home. Machines are largely 
used, but the time will probably never arrive when a machine 
boot is to be compared either for wear or comfort to one made by 
hand. Constant improvements are, however, being made in the 
machines, and at present, by the newest processes, a vastly 
superior article can be produced by this mode to anything that 
was done even a year or two back. Jam told that a good hand 
worker can earn more money than a machine worker, partly 
owing to the hand-makers getting scarcer every year. One of 
the most noticeable features in this trade is the fact that very few 
boys are now being put to learn hand-making. This is partly 
owing to the great increase of the use of machine boots, and the 
consequent decrease of hand-work employers. Also parents and 
boys have rather a horror of the trade, the attitude required being 
rather unhealthy, the workshops somewhat confined, and the 
hours proverbially long; but the Factory Act has intervened, and 
all these objections have been removed or reduced to a minimum ; 
and when parents, as they often do, ask me to advise, as to what 
trade to put a boy to, ‘I say apprentice him to a hand bootmaker 
‘if you can find one who will be bothered with boys, for a man who 
‘makes a hand-made boot will soon be able to command very high 
‘ wages.’ 

“The dearth I have foretold is already making itself felt, and 
it is admitted that the race of hand bootmakers will very soon 
have become extinct. In these days of over crowding and want 
of lucrative employment this matter is, I think, well worth 
attention. 

“In this trade, too, I regret to be obliged to say, ‘ drink ’ is said 
to be a terrible curse, ‘Saint Monday’ is largely worshipped, to 
the great detriment of the workers, the trade, and their families. 

“ The Girls’ Friendly Society, which is, I believe, working so 
satisfactorily in Birmingham and some other places, has, so far, 
been able, I regret to say, to make very little progress in my part 
of the country, but I hope some day to report better things in this 
respect. 

*T cannot learn that evening schools, either, have been estab- 
lished with much success. 

‘In regard to steam laundries, there are suggestions from all 
sides that such places should be under Government regulation. 
Very long hours being worked, and a good deal of dangerous 
machinery used.” 


Mr. Lewis, H.M. Inspector for South Wales, reports | 
favourably of the general condition of the district :— 


“ As to the social condition of the wage-earning classes througlt- 
out the whole of the district, my general opinion is, that it has 
very much improved during the last 15 to 20 years. 

‘The people are more thrifty in their habits, and employ their 
leisure time to far better advantage than at one time they were 
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accustomed to. Around the old established works ‘cn the hills’ 
of Glamorganshire and Monmouthshire, this improvement is not 
so marked as in those parts of South Wales, which have, during 
the last decade, developed from small villages into large and 
important manufacturing centres. Here the workpeople are well 
housed, many of them being their own leaseholders ; and the whole 
of the surroundings indicate a condition of social comfort and 
mutual industrial prosperity. 

“The South Wales workman, as a rule, gives his children the 
full benefits of the cheap elementary education now at his door; 
and consequently there are but very few hali-timers employed in 
my district. 

“The number of women and young persons employed in the 
different industries in my district is on the increase, and so, I 
believe, is proportion to the; male adults employed. This is 
mainly due to the continued introduction of machinery, which can 
be attended to by the protected classes. 

“With the exception of a wages dispute in the tinplate works 
of Monmouthshire last spring, and a similar disagreement at the 
Landore Steel Works last September, the relations between 
masters and men have this year been amicable; but in the tin- 


_ plate trade there are indications of a great struggle in the near 


future, unless, by the aid of a board of conciliation, the differences 
ean be removed and a better understanding arrived at than has 
hitherto obtained in this important and most thriving industry, 
which now gives employment to over 30,000 of the workpeople of 
South Wales. 


“A feature which I might here refer to is the tendency on 
the part of inland manufacturers to get nearer the sea-board with 
its many advantages. The freight charge inward of the raw 
material, and of the finished article, cutward for shipment, is a 
very important factor in these days of fierce competition. 


“This consideration it is that has already induced the Messrs. 
Baldwin, of Wolverhampton and Stourport, and Messrs. Nettle- 
folds, Limited, to erect large works near Newport; and even the 
great Dowlais Company have in contemplation the erection of 
extensive works near Cardiff. 


“The metal trades generally show signs of great activity; new 
works and extensions of old being near completion at some places 
in the district. These additions will more than compensate for 
the losses sustained by the compulsory closing of a few very old 
works which were too heavily handicapped by primitive plant, and 
disadvantageous position, to compete successfully with new con- 
cerns fitted up with the most recent of modern equipments. 

“‘ More than one of the old ironworks in the districts of Treforest 
and Hirwain, which have been closed since the supersession of iron 
by steel rails and plates, are about being ‘converted,’ and it is 
expected that the make of steel will, in a short time, be con- 
siderably increased in South Wales, which already stands second 
as a Bessemer steel producing district. 

BE 2 
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Mr. Bowling, H.M. Inspector for Mile End, Limehouse, 
Poplar, Millwall, Bow, Stratford, and the southern part of 
Essex, has superintendence of a district in which manufac- 
turing industries are greatly increasing, reports as follows :— 


“ State of trade—It is a remarkable fact that although the 
amount of distress from want of employment existing in the Hast 
End of London is undoubtedly large, manufacturing industries con- 
tinue to increase, and I should judge that the volume of production 
is greater than it has ever been, and very few factories have been 
permanently closed. No doubt the tendency is for manufactories 
to spread eastwards, but I should not be surprised to hear that my 
colleagues in the centre and west find no diminution in the number 
of works under their inspection. 

“ A case which came under my notice the other day seems to 
me to illustrate the present condition of manufacturing industry. 
Four years ago a firm of manufacturers in my district occupied 
an important factory and were evidently pushing and energetic 
people. Some works close by became vacant, they acquired them, 
and both places are now in full work. I was told by one of the 
firm that though at present with both works going they turn out 
annually nearly twice the amount of produce, their receipts are 
5,0002. a year less than when they occupied only one factory. At 
the present low prices a manufacturer must turn out more than 
twice as much as he used to do before he can see a workable 
profit. Of course one has to admit a falling off in the value of 
the export trade of the country, amounting between the years 
1884 and 1885 to over 24,000,0002., but the larger portion of this 
decrease is found to be in articles very little manufactured in or 
around London, nor does this decrease in the value of our exports 
point as a necessity to a decrease in the amount of stuff produced, 
but I think it may be largely accounted for by the reduced prices 
of almost all manufactured articles, and a larger home consump- 
tion. The one trade which has been conspicuously depressed in 
my district as elsewhere is the shipping, and this incidentally affects 
a good many of the East London industries. Yet on comparing 
the number of factories on the register in Dr. Macdonald’s district, I 
find that in 1585 they numbered 182, while at the present time 
there are 220. Of course some of these places may have been 
in existence in 1885 and not discovered, but very few, I think. 
Dr. Macdonald’s district comprises Limehouse, Poplar, Millwall, 
North Greenwich, and Cubitt Town, and if the above figures 
prove nothing more they show that in districts so intimately 
connected with shipping there has been no falling off in manu- 
facturing enterprise. 

“ Cardboard manufacture from stable manure.—One interest- 
ing instance of this enterprise is found in the establishment of 
a large cardboard factory on the banks of the Thames, just below 
Purfleet. Here a spacious and beautifully arranged mill has been 
started for the manufacture of straw-board from farmyard manure. 
And the proprietors assert that they will be able to compete 
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successfully with all continental producers in our own markets, 
although hitherto straw-board making has made no headway in 
this country. 


“These mills, the St. Louis Park Mills, stand on marshy lands 
by the river side, and oddly enough are built without foundations, 
but rest on an enormous bed of 8,000 tons of concrete, which is 
held together by nearly 500 tons of steel rails. 


“On the river side of the great shed in which the board 
making is carried on are spacious chambers in which the barge 
loads of manure are deposited, and where the ammonia is separated 
and foreign matters removed from the straw, which is then placed 
in the boilers, and from them into the shed below, when it passes 
through the usual processes for conversion into straw-board. 
Experiment is also being made to convert refuse hops to the same 
use. 


“<The effect of moving from one end of the works to the other 
is very strange. ‘The chambers on the river side stored with tons 
upon tons of apparently nothing but filth, form a striking contrast 
to the other or warehouse end of the mill, where the glossy amber- 
coloured board is arranged in piles. If I were the proprietor of 
these works I should take for my motto ‘ Luw e tenebris.’ 


“All the machinery used in the manufacture of the board 
stands on the one floor of the great shed, and the wonderful 
cleanliness and order of the place is very remarkable taking into 
consideration the fact that it requires 150 tons of manure a day to 
keep the machinery in full work. 


‘The proprietors expect that they will be able to get all the 
manure they want at from 4s. 6d. to ds, a ton, and to sell the 
manufactured article at 9/. aton. The machinery is of very 
handsome construction, and all except the engines of Belgian 
make, in fact, when I first inspected the works I could not for 
some time find anyone who could speak English. On the occa- 
sion of my last visit most of the people employed appeared to be 
English. The rate of wages ranges from 24s.a week for unskilled 
workmen or labourers to 38s. for skilled papermakers. In every 
part of the works there are the most complete and perfect arrange- 
ments for economising all power, either in the shape of heat or 
steam, and the most intelligent forethought has evidently been 
exercised over even the smallest details, and I expect to find that 
the proprietors are fully justified in their view that they will be 
able successfully to compete with all other straw-board makers. 

“Five or six miles below these mills is springing up at Tilbury 
what promises before long to become the port of London. The 
docks, dock buildings, hotels, &c. are splendid, and already several 
factories have been started to meet the needs of the shipping in 
the docks. 

“The inference to be drawn from the above remarks seems to 
be that notwithstanding the continued low prices production 
increases, that there is more demand than ever for skilled labour, 
and that the distress existing in East London is almost entirely 
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among a class of people who are in no way qualified to take town 
employment if it were offered to them. 

“The intense and long-protracted agricultural depression 
which has been specially severe of late in the home counties— 
Essex in particular—has had the effect of filling East London 
with the peasants and out-door labourers from the counties. 
These men, honest and industrious in most cases, are quite unused 
to and unfit for the conditions under which labour in factories or 
workshops is carried on; and we have to face the difficulty of 
finding work and food for a town population largely in excess of 
any permanent demand for their labour, and unable to perform 
such labour even if the demand existed. The worst of it is that 
these people are not likely soon again to find country employment, 
and are every day becoming more demoralised in the towns, and 
are helping to form the large body of vagrants which has of late 
been so much exercising the minds of the authorities. I confess 
I can see no other way likely to be permanently effective of 
meeting this trouble than a carefully considered system of State- 
aided emigration. 

“ Social condition —I think there can be no doubt that the 
social, moral, and intellectual condition of the classes employed in 
manufacturing industries shows a marked improvement. I have 
often been struck when conversing with men employed in east 
end factories at their keenness of insight into matters affecting 
the trading interests of the country and the soundness of the 
judements they form on such matters. 

“There is only one point on which perhaps most people would 
consider their conclusions mistaken, and that is an increasingly 
strong opinion expressed by working men of all shades of politics 
in favour of a return to some measure of protection. German 
competition both at home and abroad is, of course, their special 
‘béte noir’ They are reasonable enough to admit that if 
Germans can come over here and oust English working men from 
their places, it is only in accordance with the survival of the 
fittest; but they urge that if the State at home had watched as 
carefully over the education of the people as it has done in 
Germany they would have nothing to fear from German work- 
men in England. 

“ Brickmakers.—lI. think I may take, as an instance of the im- 
provement in the manners and intelligence of the working classes, 
the case of the brickmakers. When brickfields were first placed 
under inspection, it was often not without some danger of personal 
injury, or, at least, insult, that a factory Inspector performed his 
duties, and I was more than once threatened with violence. Now, 
though I sometimes meet with a little rough chaff, it is always good 
natured, and many a time in conversation with brickmakers have 
they regretted to me that the Act had not been in force when 
they were youngsters, and the only legislation about which I have 
heard them seriously complain is the Bank Holiday Act. They 
argue, I think with reason, that when they can only work six 
months in the year it is very hard ‘on them to be compelled to be 
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idle often for several days during the busiest part of their season 
because of the evil development of this well-intentioned Act. 

“ The brickmaker must have his whole gang at work, and 
bank holidays are an occasion when the loose ones of the party 
go in for a drinking bout, which often lasts through the best part 
of the week. 

** Confectionery, c—-There are some industries in my district 
the workers in which seem to have yielded least to the ameliorating 
influences of the day. I might name the making of confectionery, 
matches, and white lead. Some excellent societies have been recently 
started with a view of taking factory girls by the hand and raising 
them to a higher level. I would draw the attention of such 
associations especially to the above class of workers. 

“Only a few months ago I saw a crowd of nearly 100 young 
girls waiting outside some confectionery works; their language, 
their screaming, shouting, and pushing were disgusting; several 
of them were fighting ; two were having quite a stand-up en- 
counter, while one or two of the more delicate ones were fainting 
on the pavement. By the aid of a policeman they were all made 
to move on; but I was informed that such scenes were not in- 
frequent. 

“To refer for a moment before concluding to the administra- 
tion of the Factory and Worshop Act in the eastern metropolitan 
district, it is with much satisfaction that I can report that 
although the number of factories has, as I have shown, so largely 
increased, the number of accidents reported continues to decrease, 
conclusively showing how much good has been effected by en- 
forcing the safe guarding of machinery. In 1883 over 200 
accidents were reported; during the present year up to the date 
of writing only 87. 

“There has been very little overtime worked except in the 
manufacture of perishable articles and dressmaking and millinery, 
but full time has been general. 


In the early part of the year I requested Mr. Lakeman, 
H.M. Inspector for the district bounded by Farringdon 
Road on the west and by the Cambridge Road on the east, 
comprising the densely-populated localities of Aldersgate, 
Bishopsgate, Shoreditch, Aldgate, Whitechapel, the Minories, 
and Tower Hamlets, to collect as accurately as possible 
details of the earnings and social condition of the female 
operatives in factories and workshops in that important in- 
dustrial district. 

The inquiry was limited to the classes of operatives who 
are under the protection of the Factory and Workshop Act, 
because there are so many workshop industries in which 
adult men only are employed, in or over which the Inspectors 
of Factories have no authority whatever. 

Before proceeding to lay before you Mr. Lakeman’s most 
interesting report, | would indicate as clearly as I can the 
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exact position of the Inspectors of Factories in regard to the 
matters over which their jurisdiction extends. 

In the first place in regard to factories, as defined in the 
Factory and Workshop Act, z.e., works in which power is 
used to drive machinery, the administration of the In- 
spectors of Factories controls the following matters :— 

The healthy condition of factories as regards cleanliness, 
freedom from effluvia, absence of dust, and overcrowding. 

The periodical lime-washing of the premises. 

The enforcement of the enactments relating to the em- 
ployment of children, women, and young persons, to the 
due allowance for meals, to the due attendance at school of 
the children employed, and to the examination of young 
persons under 16 years of age by the certifying surgeon of 
the district. 

The prevention of accidents by the secure fencing of 
mill-gearing and machinery. 

The -above regulations, except those’ relating to the 
examination by the certifyig surgeon and the fencing of 
machinery, apply to all workshops in which any child or 
young person is employed, unless such child or young person 
is a member of the family of the occupier of the dwelling- 
house in which the occupation is carried on, and residing 
there, and the premises are called domestic workshops. 

I believe that the regulations are fairly well observed in 
the workshops to which they apply, and the experience of 
the Inspectors and of myself is that the sanitary condition 
of such workshops is generally satisfactory. 

But there is a large number of workshops in which the 
sanitary regulations and the ordinary enactments as to meal 
hours do not apply. 

In the first place, workshops, “ce. places in which no 
moving power is used, and in which male adults only are 
employed, are expressly exempted from all the enactments of 
the Factory Act. 

In the next place, workshops in which women only are 
employed, or are associated with men, are only partially 
affected by the factory regulations. 

The sanitary enactments, those relating to hours of work 
and of meals, and the exhibition of an abstract or notice of 
hours of work or meals, do not apply. 

In the case of workshops which have been built for manu- 
facturing purposes, saniiary arrangements, although not 
compulsory as above under the Factory Act, do not call for 
any special remark. The workshops mostly occupied by the 
sweaters are not such workshops; they are merely rooms, or 
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even one room, in a dwelling-house, and with these the case 
is very different. 

These workrooms abcund in the back streets of Shore- 
ditch, Spitalfields, and Whitechapel. In Spitalfields the 
sweaters have succeeded to the workrooms of the old Spital- 
fields weavers, and in the other districts they occupy one or 
more rooms in dirty, decaying, and dilapidated houses. 

The workrooms are generally at the top of the house, 
access to which is gained by ascending broken wooden stairs, 
protected by shaky banisters, and the plaster is frequently 
crumbling from the walls. When the workroom 1s reached 
there is a coke fire or stove for heating the irons used for 
ironing the damp cloth, and in winter the gas alight nearly 
all the day. This is not pleasant, nor is the atmosphere 
a healthy one; but on ascending and descending the stairs, 
the living rooms, the furniture, the cooking utensils, &e., &., 
the sleeping accommodation, are as redolent of bad smells as 
those of the workroom, but of a more mixed character. 
Then there is the back-yard, with its dustbin and domestic 
arrangement equally offensive, if not more so. 

Now in the classes of workrooms which I have last de- 
scribed the Inspectors have no authority whatever over the 
sanitary arrangements. It is irue|that when an Inspector 
does inspect one of these workshops he urges improvements, 
but the occupiers are weekly tenants at about 1/. a week, 
and not bound to do anything in the shape of repairs. 

In 1884 a special inquiry was instituted by Mr. Lakeman, 
with the assistance of some of his colleagues, into the con- 
dition of the sweaters’ houses, &c. in the East-end. 

They then made inspection of 1,478 houses. In about 
half of these, viz., 724, the Inspectors had no jurisdiction 
whatever, and in 387 other workshops thev had no juris- 
diction as to sanitary enactments or arrangements. Of the 
remaining 367, which were eubject to the provisions of the 
Factory Act, there were 132 in which remedies were applied. 

I believe the proportions remain much the same at the 
present time. 

In considering the condition of the sweaters and how far 
they can be reached by the Inspectors of Factories, it must 
be borne in mind that the jurisdiction of the Inspector of 
Factories extends only to the workroom itself ; he has no 
power over drains, effluvia, filthiness in any other part of 
the premises. The sweaters not unfrequently acknowledge 
the prevalence of dirt, &., but fall back upon their ability 
to spend money for purpozes of cleanliness, which they 
aver is the duty of their landlord. They often ask the 
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Inspector to serve them with an official notice to lime-wash, 
that they may prove to their landlord the necessity of his 
attending to it. 

In common with my colleagues, I willingly bear testimony 
to the courtesy and good temper which we meet with from 
the sweaters, and the tailors and_ tailoresses employed by 
them. 

IT now append Mr. Lakeman’s fee — 


Reporr upon the SocraL Conpition of Factory and Worxk- 
sHoP FrmMaLe OPERATIVES in the CentRAL METROPOLITAN 
District, October 1887. 


It is a trite saying that one half of the world knows not how 
the other half lives, the grades of life being so varied and severe, 
no idea can be well formed of the distances which separate 
luxury from want. 

It may be said that out of the 44 millions of dwellers in London, 
very few know of the extent of the industries of the metropolis, 
nor could they say conclusively what there is so peculiar to London 
as to cause it to grow bigger and bigger every year. 

It may interest the social and political economist to read an 
alphabetical list of the trades of the city of London, and when 
they are told that the products of these industries are sent to all 
parts of the world, they can then give a good and sound reason 
why London is so big; why an attraction of the wealthy and the 
poor is so continuous, why. seekers after investments in trade are 
so numerous, and why those who have their daily bread to seek, 
flock into London to swell an overgrown population of operatives— 
to London where extremes truly meet and where, even in busy 
seasons, misery and want stalk side by side with the opulence of 
manufacturers. 

The subject of my paper, as suggested by you, shall deal prin- 
cipally with feraale labour, for three fourths of the work done in 
the city comes from female hands, and because, from the statistical 

table prepared for you of the amounts of wages paid in the various 
industries, very Interesting conclusions can be deduced. 

The subject being extensive, permits of a range of thought to 
the philanthropist, embracing the entire life of a worker from her 
dwelling to the factory, from the factory to the outer life, and to 
places of recreation and amusement, it involves the consideration 
of a female operative from childhood to womanhood, from inno- 
cence to confirmed habits of life. The task assigned to me is 
very important, delicate, and difficult, for when one is necessarily 
cireumseribed, full justice can hardly be done ; but whatever I 
state shall have the impress of fact, unadorned by idealism or 
sentimental imagery, and if I be not interesting on that account, 
I hope to be instructive, because I have been helped by many 

employers of labour who through their courtesy and confidence in 
me have exposed their wage books for my examination, which I 
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have largely used, so that my figures are principally quotations 
from them, 

All that appertains to the duty of an Inspector of Factories 
leads up to an inquiry into all sorts and conditions of workers, so 
as to unravel, if possible, a mystery why such varied grades and 
rates of pay should be found, and why anes the lowest class 
no upward tendency i 18 apparent. 

Public attention has of late been largely Reel to this ques- 
tion, and sundry writers have taken views according to their rules 
of life ; the moral, the social, the religious, the economic, has each 
been represented, the goal of desire being an approximate happi- 
ness for all. 

Tt is said that public opinion has little strength among the poor, 
and that the bad is too apt to prevail over the good ; if this be so, 
then the question of the social condition of workers involves an 
inquiry into the relationships of employers to employed, and to 
the extent to which the well-being of the latter is promoted or 
retarded by any system now obtaining ; do workers receive a fair 
price for what they do, or are they compelled to accept what is 
offered, and unable to promote their own comfort, or if evil or 
vice be apparent and known to employers, what can they, or ought 
they to do to reduce them ? 

The question is, have our workwomen and girls any hope of 
pursuing a life of happiness, or do they reflect upon what con- 
stitutes the real pleasures of existence ? Are their enjoyments the 
result of reflection and good counsel, or do they emanate from 
momentary impulse acted upon by the frivolities and temptations 
of the day, to which an employer might fairly answer, that he is 
not, nor cannot be, the “ Custos Morum ” of his workpeople ? 

I propose to divide my district into city and East-end, into 
skilled and unskilled workers, defining the former as experts in 
the use of the sewing machine, and the latter as hand workers or 
finishers of machine-sewn goods. 

The table of statistics will show that young girls are kept on 
insufficient wages during periods of pr obation, and it is the 
practice of some employers in the unskilled trades to seek for 
iearners and to replace them when competent by other learners, 
so that the labour price is reduced, a superabundance of such 
workers is set up and wages are kept down. 

The rapid extension of domestic employment, having for its 
object the doing of a larger trade without paying for larger pre- 
mises, and the employment of persons by middlemen, agents, and 
sub-agents, at a lower cost, whereby several profits are made, is 
one of the worst evils in manufacturing life; but profit on labour 
is said not to be so great when work is done in the factory or 
workshop as when given out, although there is a saving in rent, 

gas, and supervision, for the agent who takes the work is paid the 
same price for making up as is paid to indoor hands, plus the 
calculation as stated; but each agent or sub-agent must live, and 
their profits are sweated out of the hands, especial! ly if the work is 

taken to the workers’ homes, but if the agent has a workshop (be 
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sure it will be in the East-end), then he gets those who could not 
find employment in city workshops and makes his own terms. 

It is also found in season trades, that after a day’s labour in the 
factory, work is taken home contrary to the spirit of the law, and 
destructive of health, because a small dwelling-room is turned 
into a workroom, life becomes one round of toil, women and 
girls labour at home for protracted hours in poor-paying occu- 
pations, the nights are far spent, rest denied them, the factory 
must be reached in good time in the morning, and so, during 
pressure of season work, our best and industrious girls make extra 
money at dearly bought prices. ‘The employer seeks to increase 
his output, he accepts orders for completion in a short time, he 
cares not for the means employed, nor has he an atom of tender- 
ness for the weary and worn-out girls who are adding to his 
wealth. 

But I do not assert that all manufacturers are hard task- 
masters. Ido not say that no regulation obtains in fixing a price, 
for I know that employers in skilled labour trades do study the 
welfare of their hands and pay them good money; but I allude to 
industries where labour is not skilled, where afew weeks’ learning 
suffices, and where the value of a completed article is not great, 
and where the price paid for labour is according to the wants of 
the applicant. 

It would surprise many to know that there is no uniformity in 
like trades for price of labour, and it is not difficult to see in a 
workshop how the class of workers appears to fit in with the com- 
mercial activity of the employer. ‘There are occupiers whose 
workers appear to be of a superior class to those in other work- 
shops of a like trade. I am told that by some the profits are 
limited, as the wage books will show, no work is ever taken home, 
for rest and recreation are deemed to be necessary to prepare for 
the coming day; but where workshop homes are found, over- 
crowding, poverty, and even an absence of decency or morality 
will strike a visitor, where 5s. a week is paid for rent of a room 
in which the tenant must cook, eat, drink and sleep, and where 
some persons would be astonished because low habits are seen 
there. Some folks wonder at the distance between refinement and 
vulgarity, as if human nature had of itselt'an elevating tendency 
and an intuitive yearning after the beautiful; but these poor 
people are hard working, struggling to maintain themselves and 
passively submitting to the exigencies of a hard lot. Let us go to 
the East-end sweater, who for a miserable house of seven rooms 
must pay a guinea every week to a landlord, who allows his tenant, 
because he is a sweater, to dwell in a dilapidated tenement 
abounding in filth. At sucha juncture as the present, where a 
superabundance of labour forbids questionings by the worker, and 
shuts out opportunities for seeking comfort in his laborious life, I 
feel very acutely the need there is of men, who in their dealings 
with the very poorest of our workers, can believe that souls though 
dark and unenlightened may be gradually quickened into a flame 
of respect for cleanliness, decency, and morality, if touched by a 
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gracious and an encouraging act and word, instead of being 
pressed down by the heavy-handed master who wields his power 
under the inexorable law of supply and demand. 


An ALpHaBetricaAL List of InpustTRIES in the CentTRAL 
METROPOLITAN DIstTRIcT. 


Artificial flowers. 
Artificial leaves. 
Artificial teeth. 


Baby linen. 

Baskets. 

Baking powder. 

Bicycles. 

Bricks. 

Brushes. 

Beer. 

Buiiding. 

Bonnet shapes. 

Boxes of wood. 

Boxes of cardboard. 

Book edge gilding. 

Barometers. 

Bedding. 

Buttons of bone. 

Buttons of ivory. 

Buttors for uphols- 
tery. 

Blacking. 

Braces. 

Bag frames. 

Bead mounting. 

British wine. 

Boots and shoes. 

Boot heels. 

Boot tips. 

Book-binding. 

Butterine. 

Bacon curing. 
Bread and_ biscuit 
manufacturing. 

Confectionery. 
Couches, 
Cabinet-makine. 
Corsets. 

Clocks and watches. 
Chemicals. 
Clothing. 

Cigars, 








| Cigarettes. 


Cigar boxes. 
Collars. 

Coopers. 

Cricket bats. 
Clay pipes. 
Carpet planning. 
Crinoline. 

Cap peaks. 

Cork cutting. 
Coffee roasting. 
Cocoa fibre. 
Combs. 

Cutlery. 
Calendering. 
Chocolate. 
Capsules of lead. 
Cellulose collars. 
Costumes. 
Chicory roasting. 


Dressmaking, 
Die sinking. 
Down quilts. 
Dolls. 
Distilleries. 
Diamond cutting. 
Dressing cases. 


Embroidery. 
Electro-plating. 


Electric engineering. 


Engraving. 
Electrotyping. 
Envelopes. 
Engineering. 


Flour. 

Fur. 

Fur capes. 
Fur jackets. 
Fur caps. 
Fur dyeing. 





Fiddle strings. 
Fringe. 
Frilling. 
Firewood. 
Foundries. 
Fret cutting. 
Felt. 


Furniture polishing. 


Glass grinding. 
Glass staining. 
Glass bevelling. 
Glass silvering. 
Glass blowing. 
Glass gilding. 
Gold and 
smiths. 
Gold pens. 
Gold beating. 
Gold-beater skin. 
Gold lace. 
Gloves, 
Gelatine. 
Gas meters. 


silver 


Hair brushes. 
Horsehair. 
Hosiery. 
Harness. 
Hats. 
Helmets. 
Harmoniums. 


Tnk. 

Jewel cases. 
Ivory turning. 
Japanning. 
Tron bedsteads. 
Isinglass. 
India-rubber. 
Jewellery. 
Infants’ food. 
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Lath rending. 

Leather bags. 

Labels. 

Lime juice. 

Lapidaries. 

Litho printing. 

Letter-press print- 
ing. 

Laundries. 

Lamps. 


Match boxes. 
Mantles. 
Metal polishing. 
Mustard. 
Mineral waters. 
Millinery. 
Monumental ma- 
sonry. 
Metal working. 
Malting. 
Machine ruling. 


Numerical printing. 


Ostrich feathers. 


Photo frames. 
Perfumery. 
Potted meats. 
Playing cards, 
Paper collars. 
Pocket books. 
Paper staining. 
Paper bags. 
Paper (writing). 
Portmanteaux. 
Pencils. 

Pencil cases. 
Paper colouring. 








Paper glazing. 
Pewter goods. 
Picture frames. 


Racquets. 

Refineries of gold 
and silver. 

Refineries of sugar. 

Railway blinds. 


Sauces and pickles. 
Soap. 
Starch. 
Surgical 
ments. 
Straw hats. 
Saddlery. 
Shirts. 
Sticks, 
Stick mounting. 
Scarves and ties. 
Scarf spikes. 
Stationery. 
Straw-board lining. 
Silk winding. 
Silk spinning. 
Silk sewing. 
Silver and gold flat- 
ting. 

Silver chains and 
necklets. 
Stereotyping. 
Silk finishing. 

Saw mills, 

Sand-blast 
ving. 

Sausages. 

Shoe rivets and eye- 
lets. 

Surface printing. 


Instru- 


engra- 








Sash lines. 
Spice and drug 
grinding. 


Twine. 

Tea and coffee urns. 
Ticket writing. 
Trimmings. 
Tobacco pouches. 
Tobacco. 
Tailoring. 

Tooth brushes. 
Type founding. 
Tinfoil. 

Tool grinding. 
Toys. 


Under-clothing. 
Umbrellas. 
Umbrella mounting 
(handles). 
Upholstery. 


Varnish. 
Veneer cutting. 


Wheelwrights. 
Wooden pipes. 
Wood engraving. 
Weaving by hand. 
Wire drawing. 
Wire netting. 
Wire galvanizing. 
White lead. 


Xmas ecards and 
valentines. 


Zincographing. 


Cabinet-making.——The only trade I shall aliude to in which 
boys and men are employed is the cabinet-making as carried on 
in the East-end, for besides being very extensive it is peculiar and 
shows to what extent a skilled industry can degenerate under ~ 


adverse influences. 


For years past no apprentices have been taken on in the low 
class goods; boys will not learn the trade, nor will such makers 
employ their sons because the work is now so poorly paid for. 
The Bethnal Green Museum in 1866 did much good in elevating 
taste.and in leading to a transformation of a cumbrous and ugly 


ae 
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style into a graceful copy of medieval workmanship; then a great 
impetus followed, the band and fret saws were universally used 
to cut out shapes from solid wood, an improved system for veneer 
catting was also adopted so that the thickness of veneers of maho- 
gany, walnut, and maple was reduced to the thinness of paper. As 
a consequence the cry for cheapness was set up, labour being then 
subdivided and unskilled fell in value; and men who could pro- 
cure material set up for themselves ina garret, or little poly- 
tenanted workshop, or in some saw mill where wood was to be 
had on credit; pretty patterns were made up of “ rubbish,” and 
votaries to cheapness could purchase a drawing-room suite for seven 
guineas, upholstered in “ damask,” presenting taste and exterior 
value. 


I was told by a large manufacturer that he could not hold his 
own were he to pursue an exclusive trade of making up best 
goods; and as an instance he showed me painted bedroom suites 
for shipment to a colony which he bought for less than 52. per 
suite, including a plate glass wardrobe, rather than make them, 
and out of his purchases he would make a good profit. I asked 
him if skilled workers made these goods. No, certainly. not; 
boys come into shops, they pick up a certain branch and stick 
to it, they go from shop to shop in search of higher wages, and 
give their experiences to a man who will profit thereby. These 
men chalk out wood from patterns on paper, the fret-cutter will 
eut out for him, the unskilled worker edges off, glues down, puts 
in a screw, sends off to the polisher, all for a profit of 22s. a 
week. 3 


These men make up for immediate sale, for they are not worth 
a shilling, their goods are hawked about on Fridays from place 
to place, and if wholesale houses will not buy, then retail houses 
are tempted, often by a price under the cost of wood, and should 
the owner fail to find a purchaser, then the mart is found where 
a few shillings are advanced and the goods sold by auction on 
the following day. 


A boy of 14 will get 4s. a week as an errand boy, he creeps 
up to 6s. upon his being useful, at 18 he can get 10s. a week; 
if he want to get on he will go toa better shop, and after a few 
years he may earn 25s. a week as a“ firsi-rate slobber.” Mon- 
days and Tuesdays are saint days, and during other four days 
work is continued till late at night. I am told that old West-end, 
manufacturers are snuffed out because they could not step into 


the low class trade. J do not say chat art is dead in the East-end, 


for I know many large occupiers of extensive premises who 
manufacture best goods, beautiful and high class work, turned out 
by skilled men at a reasonable price, but such men are few by 
comparison. 


Beith, near Glasgow, is said to be a rival of London in high 
elass furniture, leaving inferior goods to London. <A few years 
ago there were 50 only who made good furniture there, now there 
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are 500. And I am further told that Alnwick supplies largest 
London houses with best goods, and that 50 per cent. of our 
high class furniture comes from Scotland and West of England, 
and that Barnstaple pays best prices for designs. It is said that — 
wages in London for skilled makers have fallen 33 per cent. in 
16 years. 

Wycombe also, so noted for its old Windsor chair, is advancing 
to artistic chair-making ; whilst the Austrian bent wood work is a 
large competitor because it gives real value for money. 


Now there seems to be no mental exercise required during 
process of the manufacturing of such low class goods, the task 
allotted to each is done and no ultimate interest is taken in the 
completion of the article ; the subdivision of labour shuts out the 
promotion of ideas of beauty or fineness of work, but quickness in 
making, quickness in disposal, are now the chief motives, and 
cheapness (so that the smallest profit is made) have an established 
hold in the ruling of prices. 


If recreative and instructive pleasures were placed before our 
workers in this trade, I feel sure the bulk of them would appre- 
ciate the opportunities afforded by the guilds and technical schools 
in London. In accepting an invitation by the learned Professor 
of Cowper Street School, I was highly gratified and grateful for 
his explanation of the various mechanical appliances and frequent 
lectures given in aid of technical education for the attendants at 
evening classes. Such an education will teach our boys to abhor 
a thing of ugliness and to scorn the application of mind and 
muscle to the manufacture of a worthless article, for they will 
have to learn that it is preferable to raise the lowest class of work 
to something approaching usefulness as well as style rather than 
that compulsion should be applied to employers who recognise 
their duties through the power of a demand founded upon worth, 
rather than by the adhesion of the masses to a combination of 
unskilled workers. 


The operation of factory laws and the interference of board 
school authorities have quite stopped the employment of children 
by their parents, who were wont to bring them in at a very early 
age before they could read, but as they are now kept at school 
up to 13 years of age they choose other callings for reasons 
aforesaid. 


Let us hope that our young men are being impressed with the 
fact that the days of unskilled labour are numbered, that better 
work in every industry is expected, and as‘we are advancing in 
knowledge and in increasing requirements, so must the conviction 
come home to them that technical education with honest industry 
are the only possessions by which they can regain their lost 
ground and the only power by which aseendency can be main- 
tained. 
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This return is based on actual figures shown in wage books of 
manufacturers, and by statements of masters and hands, cordially 
given tome. ‘he subdivision of labour in most of these trades 
shows that an increased production is in favour of the manu- 
facturer more than the worker, for whilst the machinists are paid 
for amount turned out fairly well, especially if they work vigor- 
ously, the hand worker beiug unskilled cannot assume a like 
position to her skilled sister, but must accept whatever terms are 
proposed; and again, during periods of learning and improving 
very low wages as a rule are paid. 

Mantle making.—This extensive industry employs nearly 4,000 
females when seasons are on ; the majority are machinists, paid by 
piece, the finishing is done by hand and paid for by weekly wage 
chiefly, but at a much lower rate than the former. The best 
hands are kept on regularly, because they are too valuable to be 
lost sight of, and wages are paid during slack time in proportion 
to the work done, which is equally divided between them. In this 
trade are many wanderers, a dissatisfied but independent class, who’ 
go from place to place in quest of variety, for mantle hands can 
work in the costume trade also, and can thereby get 10 months 
work in the year, but costume hands cannot do the mantle work. 

I have found from wage books that very good machinists have 
taken 20s. to 38s. 3d. per week of 59 hours; these are very quick 
and clever and do not lose a minute whilst in the same room and 
upon the same work; others would not earn half this amount. 
‘They come late and leave early, and to all appearances not needing 
to work hard. 

Hand workers earn 9s. to 15s. highest average, I have seen 17s., 
and the like features are presented as in machine workers. 

Some houses cut down the price of labour by securing orders 

from samples before goods are made up, and regulate their profit 
by the pre-arranged cost of production, evidently unfair to the 
worker. 
_ The best prices are paid where wholesale houses make for them- 
selves, because no agents or sub-masters intervene, whereas whole- 
sale manufacturers who make for wholesale clothiers cut down a 
much as possible, even so low as 7s. to 8s. a week for finishing. 

Much mischief is said to be done by married women employed 
at homes by agents, and who work for small wages as subsidiary 
to husbands’ earnings. 

From what I can learn not more than 5 per cent. of the single 
females save money, for as most of them live at home they do not 
strive to advance themselves, but are bent. on pleasure, which 
produces no good. It is said that restriction on labour has done 
much to remove hardships from employment, but when the seasons 
are brisk, good hands cannot be had, and therefcre many of them 
are so independent that they must not be spoken to. 

Costumes and skirts.—In this trade about 4,000 perneies are 
employed during the season. 

Unlike the mantle trade, young hands are taken on sae give a 
little time for nothing and after a month receive 5s. a week. The 
seasons are short and depend on the weather, for manufacturers 
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will not anticipate them, preferring to rush at the work when 
orders come in, which are withheld until the last moment. The 
hands are kept hard to work, and overtime is resorted to.. The 
class of workers is identical with that of mantle hands, they do 
not receive such high wages, because trained skill is not so much 
required, piece-work obtains; a guinea per week is considered good 
wages for amachine hand, whilst finishers cannot make more than 
12s. to 14s. per week. It often happens that workers are sorely 
pressed during times of slackness, especially those who have no 
homes, and many others whose parents are indigent; but I am told 
that numbers are the daughters of clerks, artisans, foremen in 
factories, who can maintain comfortable homes. 

Wholesale millinery.—In this trade the workers are neat and 
presentable, learners are put upon colour work, and after a year 
for nothing, they earn 4s., 5s.,and 7s. per week. When the seasons 
are over they are retained at much lower wages. For three 
months during spring and autumn trade is brisk and a smart 
hand makes 18s. to 21s. per week. For eight months they are 
slack and wages fall to one half; for one month they have nothing 
to do, but seek employment in the retail trade, which begins when 
the wholesale is over. I find that first hands who are skilful and 
can act as forewomen receive 25s. to 27s. a week. I once saw a 
very smart little woman, whose taste was exquisite, and who 
trimmed bonnets as patterns for the workers, turn out one with 
great adroitness, the bonnet seemed to have been touched with 
the lightest of fingers, her reward was 1s. 6d. per bonnet, and as 
she easily did a dozen a day between 10 o’clock and 6 o’clock her 
week’s money came to nearly six pounds; might she not truly be 
designated ‘a classical milliner.” 

Female under clothing.—This trade includes the manufacturing 
of sundry articles, and as it is a light and clean business, girls of 
a superior class are to be found at work, evidently the daughters 
of parents who set them good examples. 

The best quality carries as much as 25 per cent. of cost of 
article in manufacturing, and quickest machine hands earn 20s. to 
22s. per week, but hand workers who must be neat sewers range 
from 12s: to 17s., piece-work. The seasons do not so much affect 
this industry as in the foregoing, and workers can generally reckon 
on steady continuous employment, whereby the class mentioned 
are drawn to it. The price of labour has decreased here owing to 
the development of domestic workshops, wherein cheap goods are 
made, and where no restriction on labour exists. 

The sewing machine whilst cheapening the cost of production 
has increased the wage of operative machine hands, but hand 
workers remain much under the old system of payment. 

Collars.—This industry employs 3,000 females in my district 
when trade is good. Occupiers are rather particular in their 
selection of hands, because the work is light and clean, and fac- 
tories cheerful; payment to machine hands being rather above 
the average of 14s. to 20s. per week. Upon examination of wage 
book of an extensive manufacturer I found out of 33 best hands 
that nine regularly earned above 20s., one made 25s., another 
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27s., and button holers by machine in same factory made 24s. and 
25s. 2d. ene whilst hand workers earned from 8s. 3d. as 
learners to 23s. {ld. highest; this trade is subject to fluctuations, 
and many do not find continuous employment. 

In going to another factory where button holes are worked by 
machines, ‘the collars being made elsewhere, I find that 16s. to 18s. 
is the highest figure reached, whilst 8s., 10s., and 14s. are the 
averages. Here girls come in late, but is it not another proof that 
wages are not defined upon any fixed principle, and does it not 
show how great is the dispensing power of employers. 

There is another and an extreme instance, in low-class collars, 


2s. 6d. is paid per gross for making at home, whereby a hand 


cannot earn beyond 6s. a week, whilst in best goods 734d. a dozen, 
or 7s. 6d. per gross, is paid to picked hands employed in factories, 
and yet in the face of this fact females living at home are satisfied 
with 7s. to 8s, a week so as to be free to go out whenever they 
please. 

Shirts.—Much has been lately written about shirtmakers, and 
the “song of the shirt’ is repeated to-day, but those who refer to 
it forget that a shirt to-day is made in less time than it took to 
think about it then. 

The sewing machine is the transformer of all old systems, and 
in this trade, as in every other where the machine is used, wages 
paid by piece have sensibly increased; but in the making of 
low-class coloured shirts an exception is found peculiar to this 
trade. 

Wages of first- class houses were shown to me from wage books 
to be 14s. to 18s. for machinists from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., and for 
machine-made button holes 15s. a week, whilst the finishers do 
not earn more than 10s., and many being old women do not 
exceed 5s. per week. 

In low-class goods young hands are mostly found and workers 
who do not care to excel and prepare for higher employment, and 
to those about half prices are paid, but the grades of payment 
follow the quality of shirt, because the amount of work put into 
one class would more than double that put into anotber class, the 
stitch of a sewing machine can he regulated to a close and tight 
one or to a long and loose one; it is, therefore, obvious how 
quickly a few yards of material can be sewn. For certain reasons 
I have gone into this business rather closely, and I wish to show 
that domestic employment hereon is not well paid for. 

White shirts are machine-sewn at homes, but the wrists and 
fronts are put in at the factory, but coloured shirts are finished at 
workers’ homes. Whilst the factory gil can make 14s. to 18s. a 
week, the home worker who has a machine cannot make half that 
sum, ‘and those who work on common qualities are the worst off 
of all. 

The lowest class of men’s shirts made is sold wholesale for 11s. 
a dozen and retail 18s. 6d., the price paid for making is Is. a 
dozen, machine work, and 3d. a dozen for button holes and 
buttons. By close application a woman will make one dozen a 
day, and earn 6s. a week, but the finisher is to be content. with 
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3s.a week. There are hundreds of females at work every day in 
their homes, the finishing being done by their adult children or 
by day workers so hired; the grade above my quotation is 1s. 6d. 
a dozen for making and 7d. for finishing, then 2s. 6d. a dozen, 
and if long hours be worked 3s. a day can be made on good 
quality, but any beyond this value, 26s. a dozen wholesale price, 
is made under the supervision of the factory overlookers. 

I was told of one man, wife and three children, who made 
together 27s. a week by shirt making, working from morning to 
night, who paid 6s, a week rent, so that in this case the “ song of 
the shirt’ has not lost its potency. What can nearer approach 
absolute poverty than a payment of 4s. 24d. for a week’s hard 
work; the great sewing mystery shows up here in contrast to 
factory work. ‘Uhe machine hand in the factory can make her 
terms, the worker at home cannot; here it is we see the law of 
the “lower limit” doing battle with the law of “ eleven pence 
halfpenny,” and human life continued between the two by a rigid 
application of the “law of supply and demand.” ‘This branch of 
an extended industry is the one wherein misery abounds, but not 
apparent to outside view. Let an observer watch outdoor hands 
flocking to the factory for work, or waiting until the made-up 
goods have passed the scrutiny of the taker in; he would find 
elderly women, middle-aged women, girls, each presenting a 
decent appearance, not untidy, nor dirty, nor ill fed. What a 
mystery ! The natural life without prospect of improvement is 
denied to many, and a wretchedly paid girl is doomed to the 
misery of work the most helpless and least productive. It is in 
such employments as these that virtue and self-restraint are put 
in the balance to guard against the evils of lives specially fraught 
with temptation. 

Umbrellas —This trade gives employment to a large number 
of females in various grades of work ; it is also a domestic trade. 
The machine hand sews the cover by machine, and clever hands 
can, when working on best goods, make 42s., 39s. 11d., 31s. 6d., 
and 23s, a week, and others upon same kind of work will not earn 
half so much. The best hands are found in large workshops, 
conducted upon a plan ensuring regularity, neatness, and respect- 
ability ; the gradations are met with until we come to the garret 
or top floor of a converted dwelling, where overcrowding exists, 
and cleanliness not observed. In best houses work is regular from 
umbrellas to parasols, but in others, commoner goods are made up, 
even to the cotton umbrella sold for 9d. 

The female workers present differences in social grades even 
more marked than in other trades, and equally so with the differ- 
ence between 42s. and 15s. a week. The tippers, who attach the 
cover to the frame, are hand workers, and make 7s. to 16s. a 
week; old women, as a rule, take the 7s. Learners are not 
usually found in the workshops; they are taught by EHast-end 
sweaters, who work them for a year without wages, and give 
2s. 6d. a week for encouragement after a few months, 

These sweaters take yoods from warehouses at low quotations, 
and pocket the value of the pupils’ work, so that she (sweater) is 
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well paid, and confers a favour upon her employers by enabling 
them to under-sell competitors in the higher scale of manufac- 
turing; generally speaking the girls so trained are rough and 
untidy, and workrooms are not kept cleanly, but, as I have said, 
the best silk work equals in all the characteristics of employment 
any other trade mentioned here. The domestic work is low 
class, the poorest people are employed, and their earnings 
approach in scantiness to those of the domestic shirtmakers. 

Ties and Scarves.—A very extensive industry carried on in 
workshops, domestic workshops, and in homes; there are 1,500 
females at work in the workshops in the city. 

Evening dress ties are the best paid for, 15s. to 20s. are made 
for 59 hours’ work, and out-door work, by far the largest industry, 
is subdivided by the receiving agent, who alone is responsible for 
the return of the material, no check is put on employment unless 
found in workshops, and in these, the payment to hands, is not 
equal to what is given at headquarters. In coloured ties 15s. a 
week can be made in good paying houses, but when work is given 
out to sub-agents, the utmost profit is dragged out of the hands 
by the employment of young ones. The domestic work is 
fostered by manufacturers who want room for stock and show- 
rooms, so that by the subdivision system, low wages rule. ‘The 
factory machinist can earn 18s., 21s., and 30s. a week, excep- 
tionally high wages, but hand workers run from 7s. to 18s., ac- 
cording to regularity of attendance and industry. 

This is a season’s trade, and at slack times much misery is felt 
because girls cannot find work in any other trade. It is known 
that the price of labour is cut down very much in cheap tie and 
scarf houses, and the difference means a profit by which masters 
can sell more cheaply. An ordinary hand will not exceed 10s. a 
week in workshops, nor more than 7s. at home; the unskilled 
hands are at the mercy of manufacturers or their agents, espe- 
eially in the domestic work, which compels long hours to be spent 
in labour, incessantly, to gain a bare living, for the greater the 
quantity forced out of workers the greater the profit for the 
middleman or manager. 

Artificial Flowers.—2,500 girls are at work in this trade 
during seasons, No industry is more fluctuating, for fashion 
alternates between flowers, birds, feathers, and velvets, therefore 
the operatives are not so well off as others, nor are they, as a rule, 
drawn from the class found in the afore-named trades, ‘This is 
also a domestic trade, for supervision in manutacturing is not so 
needed ; little girls are had for nothing as learners, generally 13 
to 14 years old, and for first year 2s. Gd. a week is given; full 
wages do not exceed 10s. to 12s. Artificial flowers are sold very 
cheaply, nature is not copied with exactitude, for French flowers 
still hold the palm in artistic merit, therefore a large quantity 
must be made for a little money. The tinting of leaves and 
petals is done by young hands, the pattern of metal has only to 
be daubed over, the open work exposing the parts of flower to be 
coloured. One dves not care so much now as formerly about the 
lavish paintings of hair, face, and hands, and the covering the 
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front of dress with colouring matter, because pigments of noxious 
minerals are happily not used, and in most instances vegetable 
colours only are worked up. Evidences of home neglect are to 
be seen, girls come in at 9 and 9.30 without a breakfast, they lie 
in bed up to the last moment, for the evenings are usually passed 
out of doors and in places of amusement, they are untidy, even 
slatternly, and in their food taking they do not exhibit advanced 
evidences of civilisations When slack times come these girls feel 
the pinch severely, for parents are labourers who can hardly 
provide for themselves. I am unwilling to narrate what I am 
told is done during periods of depression. 

Bookbinding.—This industry employed an army of workers 
now greatly reduced by the introduction of motive power to 
stitching machines, the value of hand sewing has fallen in con- 
sequence, producing a redundancy of labour and causing much 
misery during slack times. The work being light and clean 
attracted young girls, who were bound for two years, and received 
3s. and 4s. a week each year. Young persons could earn 8s. to 
10s. on fair work, and experienced hands 12s. to 15s., though 
when on cheap work this sum is not reacbed; forewomen earn 
21s.asamaximum. As in other trades, greater advantages can 
be found in some binding factories than in others, and workers 
are classed accordingly. . 

The commercial book sewer finds regular anppliggren stan and can 
earn 15s.a week at machine work ; “the publishers’ sewers are 
subject to the uncertainties of trade, generally giris work in threes, 
two of them at machines, one to prepare work, changing places 
by rotation, they earn 12Zs. to lds. each, but hand sewing has 
fallen to 8s. to 10s. Religious publications are very poorly paid 
for, piece-work rules, and masters accept orders upon _barest 
margin of profit. In best publishers’ binders, hands are not sent 
away in ordinary slack times, that is from March to end of July, 
the little work to be done then is divided equally, affording less 
than half wages; but in extra slack periods large numbers are 
dispensed with, but as the slack time of one class of binders may 
be the busy season of another, girls can go to and fro. The price 
of labour is governed by the trade, which i is said to be unable to 
bear a higher strain in advancing wages. I believe that publishers’ 
binding work is now amongst the poorest paid of city industries. 

It is undisputed that great and sore trials are undergone by 
many young hands out of season. Jam told that the struggle 
comes with heavy temptations, some who cannot be helped at 
home, or who have no homes, are obliged to seek cheap lodgings, 
where companions are met with who, being stronger and more 
skilful, lead them on step by step until the “ facilis descensus ” 
complete. Many employers have told me of circumstances not 
fitting to be connected with so extensive an industry as. this,. 
which is ali the more singular, because throughout my inquiries 
I hear of one trade only of which like things are said. 

Ostrich Feathers.—About 2,000 girls are employed here during 
the seasons from February to June and August to November. 
''o curl a good feather well requires lightness of touch and 
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gentleness in drawing the knife over the feather particles one by 
one to produce the curl, for in an expensive feather the removal 
of a single fibre would damage the whole, hence an apprenticeship 
of three years is necessary, commencing at 13 years of age; when 
learners receive 2s., 3s., and 4s. a week for each succeeding year, 
when competent they are put to better work, earning 6s. to 8s., 
and when experienced 10s., 12s., and 14s. are reached. 


Formerly none but Jewesses were employed, for, as at present, 
the occupiers are Jews, but for four years past it has been found 
advantageous to employ Gentiles because a full week’s work can 
be obtained. Competition has so developed this industry, and art 
in manipulation is so perfect, especially in the splicing of parts of 
feathers to make one, that an ostrich feather is now within the 
reach of all who fancy such pretty decorations, therefore we have 
extensive workshops fitted up with every convenience where 
hundreds of little ones are busy at work. The children are 
generally poor, the Gentiles compare unfavourably with the Jews 
in external comfort, the former do not present like evidences of 
home considerations, whilst the latter are physically superior and 
altogether neater. I may notice that Jewish parents watch over 
their children, they know what they earn, and take the major part 
from them in return for living and clothing; but when girls are 
grown up a relaxation is permitted, but the Gentile child shows 
neglect; boots worn out; clothes without warmth ; person 
neglected ; no little respect for self; they work to take money 
home to mother, and when the mother gets it, what then? Over- 
time is worked as mvch as possible, feathers are taken home by 
Jewesses to curl after hours so as to save up for slack times. 


Years ago a rare profit was made in this trade, the various 
qualities of feathers purchased at the mart allowed a good margin 
in favour of manufacturers; but now a manufacturer observes, these 
“ palmy ” days kave departed and “ Ichabod” is plainly inscribed 
on the yearly balance sheets, yet withal this, when seasons are 
brisk, there are to my own knowledge more girls at work now 
than 10 years ago. : 

Many hands are discharged during slack times, it is a mystery 
how they live, and especially has it been so for this year, as no 
feathers have been worn, the fashion having given a turn to birds, 
wings of sea gulls, and velvets. » 


Boxmaking.—Heavy fancy boxes command good wages, there 
is no slack time unless caused by depression; I find from wage 
books that piece-workers make 17s. to 21s.a week ; week workers, 
only 9s. to 15s., the difference being in the class of work done, 
and to earn this girls must be industrious. The work is rough and 
dirty, and so are the workers, some of whom, like the artificial 
flower colourers, carry about the emblems of their trade, being 
daubed over with glue. I have tried to introduce a high apron, 
to protect dress and person, but to no good. In small fancy 
boxes, wages do not exceed an average of 12s. a week. ‘The 
peculiarity of these girls is loud laughing and singing, jesting, a 
penchant for sham jewellery, silk handkerchiefs around their 
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shoulders and ostrich-feathered hats; festered ears are not un- 
common, caused by the corrosion from brass earrings. 

Hat and Bonnet Shapes, and Making-up.—This trade employs 
many women when busy, seldom are girls urder 16 found here, 
for they come from other industries of a cognate kind. The 
bonnet shape making is not a cleanly trade, for dye and stiffening 
come off during handling, therefore the persons attracted to this 
calling are suitable for it. Wages differ in some factories, 9s. to 
18s. are the extremes, in others, 6s. to 8s. and 10s., the difference 
being due to the classes of females employed. 

Much distress follows the slack season here also, generally for 
five months in the year, young girls save nothing, but are lavish 
when in fair employment; when the seasons are on, good hands 
are in brisk demand, and indifferent cones can find engagements 
upon sccondary work, which gives them an independent and non- 
provident habit, they are known to spend their earnings on fri- 
volities, and to follow their ‘‘ chaps” to have a drink in return for 
some favour previously bestowed, or for a “ button-hole.” 

I know this is true, for I have seen girls leave the factory and 
go straight to the public-house with young men. ‘The season is 
from March to June, and from October to December; and best 
hands who cheose to remain in the factory during slack times cannot 
earn more than 2s 6d. a week. I cannot continue my comments 
on city trades, for | must notice three East-end industries, but 
before I quit the city I should remark that many advantages are 
given to female operatives by occupiers who provide dining-rooms, 
cooking stoves and cooks, so that whatever is brought in can be 
well dressed and served up hot. I know one large employer who 
caters for his people, he provides a dining-room, suitably fitted 
up; clean table cloths, bright cutlery, a dinner of hot, roast 
and boiled, vegetables, and bread, all for 6d., as much as can be 
eaten is not denied; at tea-time women retire to this place for 
tea ; then we have ‘‘ Welcomes ” increasing, 1 am happy to say, 
where a hearty dinner of soup and meat, and notably beef-steak 
puddings, can be had for 44d., and where young ladies brighten 
the dinner hour and tea time by pleasant conversations and in- 
structive readings. 

For the last 10 years i have noticed a gradual improvement in 
the appearances of females in some trades, a growing respect- 
ability in neatness and decorum, as well as evidences of advance in 
habit. 

It is a pleasant sight to enter our best workrooms, where 50 or 
SO girls are busily engaged in each floor, their countenances 
bespeaking a freedom from care, their bodies well nurtured, and 
their clothing quite “a la mode,” even to the accessories of 
fashion’s decree; the majority are nnmarried, but are naturally 
hoping that alliances may be formed, the quo modo of attainment 
suggests regard for appearances, and to keep them up money is 
required. Parents so willing to aid in this accomplishment do 
not receive from their children a sum equal to tbe cost of their 
home expenditure, for in very many instances not a fourth of the 
earnings is handed over, and many industrious girls have 8s. to 
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10s. or more a week for loose cash, quite enough for all wants if 
judiciously expended ; these girls are the daughters of artizans, 
tradesmen, clerks, whose homes are comfortable; these are the 
girls who seek best work, are employed by best masters, and are 
skilled hands, but they are not under the inflvence of strict 
parental restraint, freedom to go and come as pleases them, has a 
great charm, or as they put it, to be “ independent ;” but there i is 
a reverse side to every picture, and so with this. In factories and 
workshops of different industries, we find the children of labouring 
men, operatives in factories, some of them are orphans, widows and 
wives of men who cannot earn much, thes3 hands seek out places 
most suitable to them, and as soon as they are taught and begin 
to earn, there they remain, or remove to a like industry elsewhere. 
The young ones have no desire to appear neat or cleanly, the 
whole appearance is neglect, a don’t-care style about them, loud 
laughing, singing music-hall songs, when at work; their dinner 
consists oe weak 1 tea, bread and pickles, with something else unde- 
finable ; at meal times they will lie on the tables or “sit on low 
stools, if you speak to them you are laughed at, question them and 
you are intruding, follow them out when work is over and they 
exhibit a freedom not bounded by restraint. These are the places 
where work is paid for at 7s. to 10s. per week ; they dwell in 
courts and alleys, their surroundings are evil, their aims onl 
daily existence, their desires promiscuously low. Is it their fault ? 
Are we to reflect on human nature because it is clothed in its 
natural dress, and planted in an uncongenial spot? No, we cannot 
but pity them, for by reason of their poverty and exposure they 
and they only, who are the most numerous, are, as a reward for 
their industry, kept lower and lower as they advance in years, 
only to be instruments in the -hands of others, as unskilled la- 
bourers without any resource and without hope, as was the father 
so is the son, as was the mother so is the daughter, and so will it 
be until homes are made habitable, and incentives to decency and 
morality inculcated and observed. 


East-end.—I now turn to the East-end, where the scene is 
completely changed, where large and healthy workshops cannot 
be found, save in the Bethnal Green Road, amongst the boot and 
shoe manufacturers there, a locality transformed from squalid 
homes, bird fanciers, and rabbit sellers te gigantic biocks of ware- 
houses, where work is carried on under favourable conditions as 
to space, light, and air. 

We have entered the land of the children of Gibeon, hewers of 
wood and drawers of water, toilers for little money, whose lot is 
cast amidst poverty and dirt, and to whom the joy of life is not 
known, the region of domestic workshops and continuous labour 
in low-class industries, where patient endurance surpasses imagi- 
nation, and where the owners of the materials made up are never 
seen. 


Sweaters.—The eccentric and vast industry of East-end tailoring - 
has from time to time been reported on by me, public attention 
has been directed to it, the House of Commons has spoken upon 


94 Annual Report of HM. Chief Inspector [31st Oct. 


it, and meetings have been held to discuss questions of alleged 
hardships under which tailors suffer, 

It is undeniable that overwork is ventured on by some in spite: 
of our inspections and prosecutions ; that workshops are over- 
crowded, ill-ventilated, excessively hot, and filthy withal. 

Those most interested in this wretched industry look to the law 
as the effective source of remedy, and naturally so, when so many 
evidences of the effects of violations have been reported by the 
press; but I deem it right to say that the Factory Inspector is 
powerless in a majority of those sweaters’ dens. 

In every workshop where young persons are found the In- 
spector can inquire into the observance of regulations as to hours 
of labour, times for meals, ages of the young, overcrowding, 
ventilation, and sanitation ; but not under sections 15, 16, and 61 
of the Act 41 Vict. c. 16. alluding to the employment of adults 
only. 

es domestic and other workshops in which adults, whether 
male or female, alone are employed, an Inspector of Factories has 
no jurisdiction whatever in sanitary matters. 

But I can state that in most of these workshops wherein young 
persons are employed there is a manifest improvement in sanita- 
tion and a reduction of overcrowding to 250 cubic feet for each 
person on day work and to 400 for persons on night work, as 
ordered by the Secretary of State in 1882, in imposing conditions 
of employment under the overtime clauses of the Act, and I think 
that those who are best acquainted with the sweating system will 
admit that the employment of females has been for some time 
past more regular and fairly confined to legal limits. 

The Jewish merchants are not in complete sympathy with 
Jewish sweaters; the capital in money seems to war with the 
capital in labour; the maxim that “ All Israel are brothers ”’ is 
not adhered to in the sweating trade, but rather the Ishmael life 
is exemplified and intensified by immigration, whence fresh 
sources of discontent are sprung, prices kept down, the middle- 
man as potent as ever, the sweater as powerless, and the merchant 
smiling through all, gazes upon his enormous stock ready for ship- 
ment and home distribution. 

If industry be a criterion of reward one should expect to find 
in this trade some of the evidences which hard work should pro- 
duce; but here, unremitting energy, unceasing toil, the snatching 
of meals by men whose labour extends to 14 hours and more per 
day, point to a condition not to be equalled in severity by any 
other class of operatives. ; 

This incessant work is not the consequence of any open nigger- 
driving on the sweater’s part, who is as big a slave as his helpers, so 
much as that the spasmodic nature of the trade spurs each on to 
complete the assigned task within the time named by the taker-in, 
so that the chances of getting another batch of work may be im- 
proved. Toa small sweater this is very important, as it equally 
affects his workers, therefore a necessitous co-operation is forced 
upon them all. The Jews are very jealous of the wants of immi- 
grants, who are supplied with food and shelter and put to the 
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tailoring or shoe trades, so that. however destitute an arrival may 
be he is sure to be taken care of. Hence we see no privation 
amongst these peculiar people as is understood and felt by poor 
Gentiles. 

As soon as they are in work they live hard, do not drink, but 
save up every penny; they have no thouglit of cleanliness or 
comfort, and the height of their desires is to set up for themselves 
as employers of labour. 

Labour is so subdivided that production is rapid; the differences 
of amount of earnings are shown by the grades of importance 
attached to each part of the process ; the skilled male or female 
worker is paid a fixed price, and only in the slop-making branch 
is a lower sum accepted; buf the labour price paid to hand 
workers is fixed by the sweater according to his peculiarity of 
reasoning upon the value of the work to be done, and when work 
is slack these poor people must seek for a share of the little to be 
divided, and then the sweater is master of the situation. 

Many occupiers are well off; they will work for one house 
regularly, therefore their hands can be kept on fairly well; but 
as there are many hundreds who cannot depend on regular work, 
and who, to gain the countenance of the taker-in, must yield to 
his cutting down, they accept goods on unrighteous terms, so tliat 
when the tailors are paid, the sweater has but a poor margin for 
himself: Such men prolong the misery of the whole body ; they 
ought to remain workers and so keep down the number of shops, 
for the real evils of the system are intensified by these would-be 
masters, because they will catch at work which has been refused 
by others on account of price, and will work all night to be up to 
time. I subjoin examples of female labour wages, showing their 
differences as a fair specimen of the trade. 

Few learners begin under 15 years old; they receive 1s., 1s. 6d., 
and 2s. a week for first few months, then 4s. to 5s. until they can 
go on to full work. At 18 years of age those who are quick can 
earn 15s. a week as hand workers, and very good workers go to 
17s., the highest reached. 

The best employers cannot depend on more than nine months’ 
work in a year, whilst the low-class sweater is not fully employed 
half his time; but if factory hours were not exceeded, work could 
be spread over a wider space of time, and employment would be 
more continuous; but as long as men will slave themselves as 
now in a calling much over-stocked, intermittent labour is bound 
to be the rule. The skilled worker is the machine girl, who will 
serve a year for very small wages. When competent she can 
earn 4s., 4s. 8d., and 5s.a day, and upon low-class work 2s. 6d. 
to 3s. 6d. The early closing on Fridays is made up by Thurs- 
day’s overtime and Sunday work to 4 o’clock, and I fear also by 
cribbing from the meal hours on Fridays. 

A learner of i6 earns 2s. a week. a worker of six months Is. 4d. 
a day, one of three years ls. Sd. a day, one of two years 2s. a day, 
another of three years 2s. 6d. and 3s., one of four years 2s. 8d., 
one of 24 years 4s.a day, one of five years 2s. a day, one of six 
years 3s. 6d., one of five years 2s. 6¢., one of two years 2s. 6d, 
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one of 18 months 1s. 6d., one of five years 2s. 8d. a day, one of 
40 years of age 2s.a day. A button-holer gets td. each button- 
hole or five for 2d., finding her own braid and sewing silk; she 
can make 2s. 6d., 3s., and 4s. a day, or, when paid by week, the 
averages are 12s. to 18s. 

Proportion of males to females in slop-shop sweaters where 
adults only are employed, and therefore not under the Factory 
Act as to sanitation. The heavier the goods are, the larger is the 
proportion of men labour, and vice versd, for it is in light 
garment making where female machinists are found. All the 
persons I allude to are coat-makers. 


6 males to 5 females, cubic space for each 161 feet. 
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These figures represent the general state of the small sweaters 
taken from extreme points and centre of my district ; there are 
many workshops where not more than four, and six are employed, 
and where the cubic space is below those named, but I am anxious 
not to give the worst. It is said that a tailor is but the ninth part 
of a man, but curiously there are nine persons engaged in the 
making of a coat: 1st, the sweater, who does the part he is best 
qualified to do; 2nd, first male machine hand; 3rd, the presser; 
4th, front hner; Sth, baster; 6th, braider and binder ; 7th, 
second machine hand; 8th, button-holer; 9th, second presser ; 
the 4th and 3th do the intermediate hand sewing. 

In a workshop employing seven women and six men, 35 long 
overcoats are completed in one day; each coat is neatly bound, 
lined, button-holed, and silk corded, a good looking and useful 
coat, all for 2s., cotton, &c. found by the sweater; heavier coats 
make 2s, 6d., 2s. 9d., and 3s., and best quality for East-end, 
3s. 6d. to 4s. 6d. 

The 18 workers will earn 14/7. 14s. 3d. per week, the sweater 
gets 191. 5s. for his 35 coats—giving him a balance of 47. 10s. 9d. ; 
his house will cost him 2!s. a week, his gas and coke in the winter 
15s. a week, his incidental expenses upon transit of goods 2s. 6d. 
a week, equal to 38s. 6d., allowing him a clear profit of 2. 12s, 3d. 
a week without house rent. 

A little man having himself, a man, and woman at work upon 
low-class coats at 1s. 6d. each will complete eight coats per day, 
pays wages 8s. 4d. a day, leaving him a gross profit of 3s. 8d. per 
day. 

A noetige man employing 30 males and females will complete 75: 
coats per day at 8s. 6d. each, he pays daily wages 8/, 6s., and 
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receives 13/. 2s. 6d., being a gross profit of 4/. 16s. 6d. per day, 
or a gross weekly profit for 5) days of 267. 10s. 6d. 

‘There are three classes of tailors; 1st, the bespoke maker, who 
is the largest employer, has good workrooms, and employs under 
fair conditions; the 2nd, the maker for warehouses, who can 
command the attention of the merchants’ foremen, and who gets 
work when there is any; the 3rd is the vast army of sweaters 
who make up slop-work and live from hand to mouth, they are 
without work half their time and live in wretchedness. It is here 
we find children sleeping in dirty workrooms, houses in an insani- 
tary condition, garments when finished laid upon dirty beds, dust- 
bins inside houses, drains not trapped, watercloset filthy, and where 
adult labour is generally found. 

The wages of unskilled labour in the first class are more 
uniform than in the second, because the garments are superior and 
workmanship good. In the second class, wages are regulated 
according to skill of workers, 2s. 8d., 3s., and 3s. 6d. aday. In 
the third class the machine hand will get the usual money, being 
skilled, but in handwork the lowest price is paid as aforestated. 

It is obvious that if good profits were not made so many would 
not rush into the business, and considering how rapidly a pile of 
garments can be made up, it is also conclusive that if work were 
regular, even at the miserable rate some unskilled hands are paid, 
a sweater employing 10 hands could live fairly well, whilst another 
with 30 hands would, in a few years, have made a purse ; but so long 
as there is an endless supply of unskilled labour, and whilst men 
machinists will work for 14 and 16 hours a day, so long will 
sweaters slave away, scrambling for work at any price, and so 
long will the hand-working females be obliged to follow suit, even 


-to the violation of legal employ ment. 


It availeth not to cry out about cheap manufacturing, inferior 
goods, and low wages, because there are consumers for all that is 
made up, but it does avail much to find workshops wherein men 
and women work which are totally unfit for their purpose, and 
wherein men of no means undertake to employ poor labour who 
are so eager to grasp at the lowest penny, and who cannot pay 
their hands until they have taken back the completed goods. 

It is, I think, very evident that such sweaters must be depen- 
dent upon the merchants and the workers upon the sweaters. 

The volume of production in the combined resources of the 
East-end tailors would be incalculable if all hands were regularly 
employed, for I do not hesitate to say that no less than 35,000 
garments could be made up in one full day’s work or 10,500,000 
per year, deducting Jewish holidays, equal to a money payment im 
wages of 1,050,000. per annum. It is depressing to have to say 
of so gigantic an industry that a more wretched trade does not 
exist, there is an anomaly about it which outsiders cannot under- 
stand, garments are made up for Great Britain and the Colonies, 
the workers are servants to merchant princes, whose business 
premises are splendid and luxurious, men who see nothing what- 
ever of the person or place contributing to their wealth, and whose 
lives are in every way external to them, there is no reciprocity, no 
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sympathy, by which a morality may be sustained and under which 
the highest and lowest forms of human existence should meet. 

We need a disintegration of the principles now pervading the 
lives of employers and employed, and the instillation into each of 
a spirit of co-operation which would tend to a cementing of the 
objects of the employment of capital and labour, to wit, good and 
faithful service and fair recognition ; but when the inexorable law 
of supply and demand is so enforced, we must expect to find in 
this trade, as I am told is the case, a merchant saying to his 
foreman, ‘here is cloth, worth so much, there are trimmings, 
“ linings, &e. worth so much, the selling price must be so much, 
“ and no more, and therefore you know what the labour price is 
*“ to be,” every consideration first worked out, to meet competi- 
tion, but the labourer need not be reckoned because his competitors 
are slaves like himself. The poorer a sweater becomes the 
poorer are his hands, they all feel the grip of the middleman who 
prices the payment according to his will, which drags down with 
an increased intensity more hopeless and degraded thousands of 
humen beings who derive no proportionate advantage from the 
prosperity which they help to create. 


Trousers.—The trouser-making trade is, with two exceptions, 
in the hands of Gentiles and Germans, and the two exceptions 
employ Gentile hands. Workshops are clean, the work altogether 
more respectable than that of a slop coat maker; wages are fairiy 
good, and work more regular, but the low class cheap trouser 
making is in the hands of Jew sweaters. 

The German tailor usually works on bespoke goods ; they im- 
port girls in many hundreds, who work for a year for their board 
and lodging ; ; for the second year they get from Is. to 5s, a week 
additionally, and after a day’s tailoring their monotony is relieved 
by doing domestic work. 

It is aid that sudden orders come in from shops which must be 
completed within the specified time by working half through the 
nights and all day on Sundays. Machine work is done by females, 
who are assisted thus: one presser, a male, prepares the work ; one 
female machinist puts it together, and five female hand workers, 
each taking a part, complete the five pair; an average of 20 pair 
of trousers per week per person is reached. 

English girls of 14 are apprenticed for a year, receiving 3s. a 
week; then they are advanced to 5s. in two years, when they 
proceed to full payment for work done. Hand workers get Is., 
Is. 3d., 1s. 6d., 1s. 9d. per pair, and a quick woman will average 
24 to 3 pairs a day, but, as with coat makers, work is not con- 
tinuous. 

The machine hand earns, according to ability, from 10s. I have 
seen wage books which show 10s., 15s., 16s.. 17s., 19s., 20s., 
all week work, and payment is determined by the judgment of 
employer. We hear of no complaints as in the coat-making 
trades, nor is there that everlasting drive amongst them. The 
girls are neat, respectable English-born subjects, and have all the 
evidences of having been well brought up. 


1887.] of Factories and Workshops. 99 


Waistcoats. —The waistcoat trade is in the hands of women, 
who receive goods from agents and sub-agents. It is largely a 
domestic trade, as well as an offset from workshop employment, 
that is, a woman will have her children, and when busy will find 
a few outsiders to help her. In common work a woman will not 
earn more than 9d. a day, but on fair qualities 2s. a day is very 
good; the button-holer can earn 3s.a day, deducting cost of gimp, 
cord, and sewing silk. Many vest-makers get work from sweaters; 
they are the most wretched in the trade ; homes are miserable, 
and melancholy to look at. One woman told me that she works 
for 16 hours a day making button-holes, five for 2d., whereas in 
the shop $d. is paid for each, another preof that the poorest | 
workers on low-class goods are cut down by a subdividing system, 
and are completely in the hands of sharks. 

Fur Cape making.—In the manufacturing of rabbit skins into 
capes we meet with insanitation, misery, and dirt. However 
women can be found who will work in such horrid places is diffi- 
cult to imagine, unless we accept what I fear is too true, that 
‘necessity knows no law.” 

A workshop has a bench whereon the cutter shapes the skins; 
a large coke fire dries wet skins, which are stretched on a board 
before it; the smell from the dye is disagreeable, and the fluff 
from the skins irritating; the walls and ceilings are covered with 
dirt, the floor is strewn with fragments of fur, and heaps of the 
same are piled up in availabie corners, but with which, as afore- 
said, the Factory Inspector has. no power to interfere beyond 
advice. 

The occupier is a wretched and miserable specimen of a Jewish 
cape maker; as an example, four Gentile females, one Jewess, 
three male Jews, and himself complete the number. The skins 
are received in the rough and sewn into capes, the lining and 
finishing being done elsewhere. Subdivided labour is seen here 
as in every Hast-end industry; the occupier is a cutter, one man 
is acutter, another a stretcher, another a nailer, women are sewers. 
One woman says: I have been for years at this work. I work 
from 8 to 8, and earn 5s. a week, sometimes less. I have nothing 
to do for six months in the year. ‘The second woman says: I make 
6s. a week ; am bound to take what work I can get; I cannot 
afford to lose time in seeking for better employment; I find it 
hard work to live, and at times am nearly starving. The third 
says that she makes 6s. a week, and having no home cannot tell 
how she lives. The Jewess, a foreigner, lives in house of occu- 
pier, and what she earns [ could not tell. The combined wages 
of staff amounted to 4/. 2s.6d. a week; he makes six dvuzen 
capes per day at 4s. 6d. the dozen, making earnings for the 
week 7l. 8s. 6d.; therefore he has a gross balance of 3/. 6s. 
for himself, to meet rent, taxes, &c. He will save all he can 
for slack time, but withal he has to pawn his goods to live 
through it. The cost for lining is 3s. a dozen, the material for 
lining 6s, a dozen, the cost of skin dyed 4s. a dozen, total, 17s. 6d. 
for a dozen complete; when sold they fetch, according to fine- 
ness, 2s. lld. to 3s. 11d. each cape. Here is another case; a 
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maker of fur trimmings. The workshop is a garret over a stable, 
filthy, full of refuse ; workers sitting on bags and stools amidst 
dirt and ashes. Six Gentile women, three adult Jewesses, and 
two men are employed. From November to May work is very 
slack; piece-work obtains, wages amount to 6s., 7s., 8s. and 9s. 
per week of full time for Gentiles, and the Jewesses make 10s. 
One, a superior worker, showed me her book, in which her 
earnings were 14s. and 15s. regularly. 

The bands are making boas of goat-skins, the property of occu- 
pier. When complete he gets 15s. a dozen for them, costing him 
13s., and the warehouseman sells at 24s. the dozen. At another 
time he sold goods for 8s., and found that they were offered for 
sale by warehouseman for 23s. It is said that wholesale fur 
buyers will not buy from chamber masters until about the middle 
of the slack season, when of necessity they are compelled to take 
whatever they can get. 

These are two examples of the numerous low-class fur manu- 
facturers in East-end, but where no costly fur is ever seen, for 
the trade in valuable skins is carried on in the city and under 
better conditions. 

We might prolong the jiderle ition of such like places, but to no 
purpose, for in no one could a favourable aspect be seen, either 
in decency of workshop or competency of earnings. A general 
fur sewer will not make more than 7s.a week, and a common cape 
liner about half that sum. Great destitution follows the slack 
period, and as one large manufacturer told me that home workers 
in the cloth and fur cap trade work early and late and then 
cannot make a living of it. Question proposed —Who then gets the 
profit ? 

In the hat and fur cap trade, which employs hundreds of 
females in workshops and in their homes, the rate of wages is 
very low. 

A few years ago this business was worked by Jewesses only, 
but Gentiles are now preferred, because full work can be ob- 
tained. 

A girl of 14 is apprenticed for two years, and will receive 2s. 
a week, then 4s., 6s., and 8s. at each period of six months, and 
when fully competent can earn 10s., 12s., and, if a first-class ma- 
chinist on good work, lds. a week, In lop nad goods 4s., 6s., 
and 7s. are current wages for domestic workers. 

A few manufacturers keep their indoor hands together all the 
year round by making for stock, but the majority of workers are 
dispensed with. 


Boots and Shoes —The women’s and chidreu’s boot and shoe 
industry has developed within these last 10 years throughout 
Hackney, Bethnal Green, and Spitalfields; then there were but 
few workshops in comparison, and the handicraft was carried to a 
completion in one building, as is now done only in the large fac- 
tories, so that we see all sorts of places turned into wor kshops, and 
the manufacturi ing divided into five stages, each advanced in some 
other place. 
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The clicker cuts out the uppers, the soles and heels are cut by 
foot presses or by steam cutting machines, the uppers are sewn by 
foot or steam machines worked by girls either in the workshops 
and factories, or in houses by women who employ labour, or in 
domestic workshops. The laster then puts on the soles to the 
upper, the sole sewer sews on the soles and heels by foot or power 
machine, and the finisher adapts the completed article for sale; 
but in factories where the whole process is carried on, the heels 
are made separately according to sizes, and when put under the 
heeling machine they are firmly fixed to the boot by the imme- 
diate driving in of three long screw nails by a steam working 
heeler, the process is instantaneous. 

But the pegged boot requires no sole sewer, in a curious way 
the laster gets the uppers which he stretches over an iron last 
and to which he attaches a welt, the soles are cut ready for him, 
his iron last is fixed to a bench, and the tools he requires are a 
pair of pincers, a rasp, which is used in preference to a hammer, 
and a monthful of brass nails. Waxed-ends, bristles, and elbow- 
grease are things of the past here, and thus prepared he will begin 
and end his process by hammering in the nails; then the finisher 
puts his handiwork to the whole and the boot is complete. 

The industrial life here presented to us is in sad contrast to 
that of the city, for not only are most of the workshops unworthy 
of the name, but workers and occupiers in the poorest of them 
“seem to have been accustomed to no better; they are indigent, un- 
skilled, and poorly paid, for as in other trades cheapness brought 
competition, coinpetition has provoked the invention of machinery 
which has been extended to every part of boot building (for it is 
nothing else), subdivision of labour supremely prevails, therefore 
expeditious and cheap work must follow, the sweating system is 
adopted here quite as much as is done in the tailoring trade. 

There are many manufacturers who do not make up to any 
extent, they only cut out the materials and give the work out to 
be done in poor workshops or in homes. Women who are known 
to be good workers can get material whereon to employ as many 
hands as their homes can accommodate, and who are paid a like 
price to the workshop hands of a manufacturer; or a man who 
is known gets a supply of leather from a merchant who will make 
special terms with him, and manage to keep him bound by mone- 
tary obligations as long as he suits him. This man is an agent, a 
sweater, who may have several women employing from 8 to 12 
hands working for him at their homes. 

By such and sundry means the trade has degenerated, and 
workers have no incentive to habits of frugality or great self- 
respect, one would be surprised to see the state of some of the 
workshops and the wooden shanties stuck up in the too narrow 
spaces at the backs of houses wherein men work. . 

Females are generally paid by the week, and girls of 14 are 
engaged nominally for a year as apprentices at 2s. 6d. a week ; 
they are then called table hands, blacking the leather, button- 
holes, and buttons, and helping the fitter, for which they get 7s. 
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a week. An ordinary machinist can earn 9s. to 10s. a week, but 
one who works on best goods, can put patent tops on toes, and 
perform gyrations of fancy sewing over the fronts goes up 
to 12s, 14s., and 15s.; a good fitter makes 12s. a week, whilst 
hand workers must be content with 7s. or 8s. A woman will 
take work from several warehouses, and prices vary for the same 
kind of work. From March to November work is brisk, but for 
the winter no great, provision can be made, the out-workers are 
very slack and very badly off, whatever there is to be done is 
generally confined to the factory or workshop proper. Wages 
have fallen year by year for the last five years. Jewish masters 
are said to be exacting and do not scruple to use the ordinary in- 
ducement for men to accept the terms of the inexorable law, “ that 
** if you cannot do them at the price, leave them, there are plenty 
“ who will.” I find that masters pay 3d. per dozen pair less all 
round than they did two years ago, for a cheap pair of boots sold 
at 2s. 11d. to 4s., 1s. 6d. a dozen is only paid for pasting, fitting, 
and sewing elastic sides and uppers, in fact, completing the super- 
structure, and where no fitter is employed in the little workshop, 
5d. per dozen is paid to a woman who fits up at her home, and 
this 5d. is to be deducted from the 1s. 6d. For buttoned and 
leather lined boots sold at 4s. 6d. and 6s. 6d., 3s. per dozen is paid 
for machinery, &c. 

The three instances quoted here have been verified by my seeing 
the wage books. 

A woman employs four others on ordinary work as upper 
sewers, after paying wages, from her total receipts she had but 
15s. to include her own labour and profit on employment and rent 
of workroom. Another woman says: I employ four, that from 
the differences of prices now and a year ago I lose 18s. a week 
in gross receipts ; her wages are ls. 3d. a dozen pair for women’s, 
and ls. 6d. a dozen for children’s, buttoned boots, and for good 
women’s buttoned boots Zs. 6d. and 3s. per dozen; she does not 
clear 24s. a week for herself. 

Another woman employs eight females in sewing boots worth 
7s. 6d. a pair retail; she says that competition by foreign Jews 
has reduced female labour by 2s. a week in three years, and that 
masters are still demanding further reductions; she gets 3s. 6d. a 
dozen for doing leather lined boots and can hardly get a living. 
By her little stock book I saw that she received last week 
51, 3s, 3s., and paid in wages 4d. 10s., leaving her less for a week’s 
work than she gave to her machinist, without considering rent of 
workshop. 

Five women can machine nine dozen of cheap uppers in a day, 
and seven dozen of medium quality, now if we reckon nine dozen 
at ls, 8d. for six days, we get 3/. 7s. 6d., then four wages at 9s., 
10s., 12s., 18s.—2/. 4s.; the mistress has 23s. 6d. for herself for 
labour and rent. 

In an extensive and most respectable workshop, where boots 
are begun and finished, I find there are two seasons, February to 
June, Sepiember to Christmas. Slovenly girls, or any who have 
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been accustomed to the out-door nomadic low-class trade, are not 
admitted, the board schools furnish young labour, many sisters 
of one family are found here and remain, wages rule higher. An 
ordinary machine worker of three years will take 12s., a younger 
one 10s., a five years’ old hand 15s.,a good binder and button- 
holer 18s. 6d., and so in all the large factories and workshops of 
a like character. Why then are not wages paid for like work at 
amore uniform rate? To explain would be but the attempting 
to unfold the great mystery of the sewing machine, and to seek a 
solution would be to investigate into those dark places where 
necessity dwells and where there is no ability to command a 
labour recognition. 

The sole sewer works by pedal and power movement, the usual 
prices are from 7d. to ls. 6d. per pair, which can be sewn at the 
rate of 20 minutes the dozen pair by power, and two dozen pair 
per hour by treadle, so that if plenty of work were given, these 
men would earn a lot of money ; but by: reason of the numbers in 
the trade they are not at work half their time, one sewer told me 
that he had had hard work. to live during slack time, and was 
obliged to borrow as all working sole sewers did. J am told that 
clickers and lasters earn good wages. 

These statements show to what extent production is increased 
and in what proportion wages rule; it is noticeable with what 
regularity of process a system obtains in any certain trade. In 
the city a female machinist earns highest wages, she is in demand 
and is paid by piece work ; in the boot trade she makes less than 
some hand workers and is paid by weekly wage, and because 
nearly all the girls learn machining on account of the lightness 
and cleanliness of the work, the best being chosen, and so here too 
the doctrines of the inexorable law are asserted and felt. 

Conclusion.—In presenting this report to you I have narrated 
what I know from personal observations supported by evidences 
solid and true. 

It might be asked what are the contributive causes which bring 
about so great a variety of conditions of labour and differences in 
rates of pay which tell with such crushing force upon some of our 
female operatives to whom the vicissitudes of life are more potent 
and marked than upon others ? 

Jt is evident that the fierceness of competition and the craze for 
cheapness have quite transformed our methods of manufacturing. 

The vastness of our mechanical inventions does not help the 
whole body of workers, for the army of the unskilled are daily 
increasing and must increase the more they are handicapped by 
elaborate machinery, to which must be added as a natural sequence 
the introduction of labour into domestie and very small workshops 
which serve the purposes of agents and sub-agents who live upon 
the poverty of the poor, whose miserable dwellings are converted 
into workshops where home comforts are not known and where by 
such surroundings the very intent of factory law is subverted, 
But how different with the skilled workwoman who demands her 
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price for labour and gets it, who dresses with taste, attends to her 
toilet, wears a close fitting dress or surtout, her gloves of best 
kid and colour to match, who exhibits a sprightliness of movement 
which does not bespeak the down-trodden oppressed condition of 
the Kast-end girl, but shows that an independence is there and a 
freedom to enjoy it, and such as every respectable English girl 
ought from honest labour to be able to do. 


Manufacturers are shrewd enough to accept the truth of the 
‘* Indigens per se,” for skilled hands are well paid when wanted, 
and many are kept on so as not to be lost sight of when labour is 
not so productive, for these employers know right well that they 
must bend to the “ Alter alterius opibus eget,” therefore, whether 
passively or not, a sympathy is set up even though it be veiled 
with reluctance, whilst the underpaid thousands of unskilled hands, 
increasing continually, are at the mercy of circumstances upon 
whom a commercial value is set only in proportion to the multi- 
tudes of them who are compelled to accept whatever is offered. 


It has been shown that the lowness of profit must necessitate a 
large output, nothing short of continuous labour can feed the 
people, and so long as middlemen are increasing so long will 
labour be quoted at the very lowest price and hands will be en- 
gaged for what they can get. It is really a system of serving two 
or three masters, each of whom must get his profit, for as the 
manufacturing price is so much higher than the middleman’s, and 
as his price is so much higher than the labourer’s price, and as the 
retail selling price is vastly above the labourer’s, so are these joint 
considerations employed in deciding the price for labour of the 
very persons who helped to create three or more separate profits. 
Co-operation must force its way, the consumer and the manu- 
facturer must come closer together, then little men who are sup- 
portea by bigger men for their own ends could not make the poor 
poorer, but higher wages would rule and the fierceness of manu- 
facturing life would be calmed. 


I fear that domestic workshops as now extended are a great 
evil, the object for which restriction on labour was instituted 
for trades under the Act of 1867 is frustrated by the employment 
of adult females on cheapest goods. 


Instead of large factories and legally constituted workshops, 
such as we have successfully contended for in many classes of 
industries, we have thousands of domestic workshops, dark, dirty, 
overcrowded, and which by the operation of secs. 15, 16-61 of 
41 Vict. c. 16. cannot be improved by factory legislation, for at 
the time of the passing of the Act the present state of things 
could not have been contemplated. 


Let not keen competition bear the whole of the blame, but 
rather let the truth be spoken to the credit of greediness and to 
an unconcern for the welfare of unskilled operatives whose homes 
are more desolate as time advances, where rooms almost empty 


can be seen, and where destitution has marked the habitations for 
its own. 
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Our female population has therefore great claims upon us all; 
they are losing self-respect for they have no hope of improvement 
being unskilled operatives, they rush into extremes of the grati- 
fication of the senses, they frequent places where drink is supplied, 
and where utterances are set to music provocative, enticing and 
subtle, a luxurious yet sensuous gratification of untrained minds 
unrestained when their small earnings are paid, but in the end 
they are most assuredly the victims of the Voluptas empta dolore. 


Mr. Whymper, H.M. Superintending Inspector for the 
south, south-western, and southern counties, including the 
‘western portion of the metropolis, who has devoted much 
attention to the prevention of accidents and the promulgation 
of the best means of securely fencing machinery, has made 
some observations upon a comparison of the number of 
accidents reported to me during the past year, with the 
number reported in the year 1882-3, for which he had at 
that period prepared an analysis as a guide to indicate the 
direction in which recommendations and suggestions should 
be made, grounded upon the experieace provided by the 
causes of the accidents themselves. I now quote his report 
an extenso :—— 


“ The call by the House of Commons for a return of the acci- 
dents caused by machinery dealing with wood has suggested that 
it might be useful to go a little further and take count of those 
caused by machinery dealing with some other materials; thus 
making a start towards obtaining an estimate of the comparative 
danger incurred by those employed in two or three of the chief 
employments in which motive power is used. I am careful to say 
a ‘start,’ because there being no available returns in existence of 
the number of factories of the several kinds, an estimate of com- 
parative danger, deduced from the numbers of accidents only, 
would be unreliable in the absence of one portion of the data 
necessary for a trustworthy comparison. 

‘With this view I append two tables ; the first showing the 
number of this last year’s accidents in euch of four different kinds 
of factories ; the second doing the same thing as regards several of 
those appliances for conveying power, which are common to 
nearly all manufactures, and go collectively under the name of 
mill-gearing. ‘The whole number of accidents for the 12 months 
ernbraced in this report, viz., from November Ist, 1886, to October 
31st, 1887, amounts to 6,827, and it must be remembered that 
they include only such as either cause loss of life, or being pro- 
duced by machinery moved by power, &c. prevent the injured 
person returning to work within 48 hours after the occurrence of 
the accident. In the second table I insert ‘cleaning in motion, 
&c.’ among the causes of accidents, though this is of course not a 
cause of injury in the same sense as are cog-wheels or ‘ belts,’ 
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But I venture upon the inaccuracy for the sake of the important 
bearing which this habit has upon my subject :— 








Tape 1, 
Textiles, er. 
Bleach and | Metal Works Mecninery Various, 7.€., 
—e Dye, Print, of all Wo oa Aiacie: not included 
and Lace Kinds. ficlire in preceding. 
Works, S 
Number of accidents in 8,240 2,129 519 939 
1886-1887. 
TABLE 2 
Textiles, : eae 
Bleach and | Metal Works Machinery. ; starene. * 
ae: Dye, Print, of all Wood Manu-| of other 
and Lace Kinds. facture Kinds 
Works. y a 
Accidents from shafts, belts, 381 162 21 63 
steam-engines, pulleys, &c. 
Accidents from cog and 304 114 6 70 
pinion wheels, &c. 
Accidents from picking 1,154 172 23 97 
waste, cleaning in motion, 
&e. 
Accidents from shuttles 128 os —_ = 
flying. ; 
Accidents from circular and 
other saws :— | 
Cuts . e 2 —_ aes 292 = 
Wood flying - e — _ 22 a 
Accidents. from — general 1,183 1,681 155 709 


causes, 7.¢e., which are not 
included in the above. | 





‘‘ Looking at the first table by the light of a detailed examina- 
tion of the contents of the accident reports, upon which it is 
founded, I find that textile accidents, if we exclude shaft, steam 
engine, and belt accidents, are more frequent and less serious than 
those of the metal works, in which blows, falls of heavy weights, 
burns, scalds, explosions, play a much larger part than they de in 
textiles. And this one would have been led to expect on giving 
even a moment’s thought to the surroundings of each of the two 
employments. Ii is confirmed by looking at the several causes of 
injury given in Table 2, where, under the head of metal works, 
the ‘general’ causes of accidents (which would include hurts of 
the last-named sort) reach the large number of 1,681, while that 
of those attributed to the other causes only amounts to 448. As 
regards textiles, on the other hand, the same table shows that 
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nearly as many of their injuries are due to cogs and to ‘cleaning 
in motion’ as to all the other causes put together. Now cog- 
wheels in textile factories are, in the majority of cases, small, and 
the parts of the gearing, with which people most come in contact 
when cleaning, are not very formidable; so that the figures in 
both tables exactly bear out the conclusions which I had come to 
by perusal of the descriptions in the accident reports themselves. 

“* With reference to injuries from wood machinery and to those 
in factories of the ‘various’ class, Table 2 at once shows their 
respective characteristics, In wood a very great proportion of 
them is caused by cuts, nor do even the figures under the head of 
circular saws adequately represent the whole of these; for among 
the accidents attributed to ‘ general’ causes, the knives of planing 
and other machines contribute very largely. In the ‘ various’ 
factories the variety of the machines required in such a diversity 
of processes produces its natural consequence in the assignment 
by the table of a large majority of their accidents to ‘ general,’ 
rather than to either of the classified causes. In wood machinery, 
as in textiles, the hands and arms are the parts of the body which 
suffer most. 

* Perhaps I can best make Table 2 a little suggestive by ex- 
tracting a couple of its statements, and contrasting them with 
similar statements, which J happen to have by me for the year 
ending 3lst October 1883, the interval between that date and 
last year being, I think, sufficient to give a fair opportunity for 
testing progress in the direction of greater safety. I should pre- 
mise that the whole number of injuries in the last-named year was 
greater by 2,169 than that of those already mentioned for 1886— 
1887, viz., 6,827 ; the total in 1882-1883 being 8,996, and I must 
explain that the number of cog-wheel accidents for 1886-1887 
given below, differs from that of Table 2, for the reason that I 
did not there include such cog-wheel hurts as were received while 

cleaning, enumerating them under the latter head oniy. These 
I have now counted under ‘ cogs,’ as well as under ‘ cleaning.’ 





TABLE 3. 
it ee 1882-1888. | 1886-1887. 
Accidents from cogs, bevel wheels, &c. - 1,201 684 
Accidents from picking waste, cleaning, 1,480 1,446 


&e. 


*‘ The first thing that strikes one in the above is that cog and 
pinion wheels occasioned in 1886-1887 not much more than half the 
number of hurts which they did in 1882-1883. This decrease 
points perforce to some cause ; it is too great to be accounted for 
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by mere luck. Accidents, too, as time goes on, and insistence 
upon the requirements of ‘the Act is stricter and more universal, 
are certainly not less accurately reported ; so that any difference 
in that respect would tend to increase the annual returns rather 
than not. 

‘The cause is, I think, to be found in the successful applica- 
tion of the Act. To that success everything has in this case 
contributed. These cog-wheels are almost ubiquitous ; therefore 
they could not escape notice. It is impossible to dispute their 
power of doing harm. Therefore it is difficult to object to their 
protection. To the Inspector’s remark, ‘Put anything in the 
‘ erip of their ingathering action, and see what happens,’ there is 
no reply possible, except, indeed, it be one, occasionally given, 
that ‘If anybody is fool enough to do so, he, or she, deserves what 
‘ they get,’ to be instantly demolished by ‘A possibly life-long 
‘ injury is too severe a punishment for a moment’s carelessness.’ 
Besides, such fencing as these wheels require, costs, in most cases, 
a mere nothing. For the small wheels a twopenny-halfpenny bit 
of tin bent over the ‘bite’ is all that is wanted, while in the 
larger metal works, in which it is that the more ponderous whee!s 
are chiefly used, metal is so plentiful as to become a drug. When 
there are many of these wheels acting on the side of a machine, 
a cage of wire net may be desirable, and for the change wheels of 
lathes moveable covers, adapted to the curves of the wheels; but 
even of these more elaborate requirements the expense is a mere 
trifle. One thing I would mention while on this part of my sub- 
ject. Demur is often made to the protection of ‘ back-gearing ’ 
wheels, and the cortention is that they are safe on account of 
their position. But I find from the accident reports, as well as 
from my own knowledge, that this is far from being the case. 
Not very seldom people manage to get hurt by them. If it be SO, 
if experience proves that they do cause injuries from time to time, 
then they should be guarded, no matter what they may be called, 
or what may be their position. It is enough that the latter does 
not ensure safety to the worker. 

“This, however, about particular kinds of wheels and the need 
of fencing them, is a digression. What I am wanting to make 
clear is that their protection in general is a matter affording pecu- 
liar opportunities for the Inspector’s intervention, and that this 
being so, the Act has in respect of them fully produced the results 
which those concerned have a right to expect. 

“Next, and as a contrast, take the second series of figures in 
the compsrison between 1882-1883 and 1886-1887 ; those which 
represent injuries received in cleaning, picking waste, &c. ‘This 
class is shown to be very nearly as numerous in the latter period 
as in the former. How is this? The aggregate number of 
accidents has largely decreased; so has that of the cog-wheel 
accidents ; while here we have no material difference. The cause, 
I think, is not far to seck. 

** Factory Acts and Inspectors may, should, and, as I am con- 
tending, do help to save life and limbs by their efforts to call 
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attention to, and protect dangerous gearing ; but they cannot— 
although indeed they are often credited with power to do all sorts 
of things—eradicate people’s love for amusement, their inattention, 
their recklessness. One or other of these are, for the most part, 
at the bottom of accidents of this class. The worker cleans in 
motion, that she—it is more frequently than not a female—may 
get away the sooner from work. She picks waste, though she 
has been warned of the danger of the practice, and per haps while 
doing this, she is larking with a fellow-worker. These cleaning 
accidents are matters but very little, if at all, within the In- 
spector’s influence, with the result, that no diminution of their 
number appears. 

“ The two comparisons, when taken together, are encour aging. 
As far as they go they teach, that where effective and beneficient 
results are conspicuously found, is exactly in the cases where the 
Act has had its chance; but that it is in those matters which 
neither Act norInspect or have power to touch with any effect, 
that we have no success to report. This conclusion, without for 
a moment making more of it than it deserves, speaks well for the 
Act and its administration. 

{ will take one more instance in illustration of the same con- 
tention, but without stopping to supply the comparative figures. 
Like accidents from cleaning, the number of cuts inflicted by 
circular saws has not diminished, and behind this fact is another. 
There has, as yet, been no satisfactory guard devised for pre- 
venting these. Let an Inspector but see a pair of ingathering 
cogs, and he at once points out the danger and suggests the 
remedy. Before the circular saw he stands all but powerless ; he 
can indeed point out the danger, but that is nearly all. Here 
again, it is in a case where the Act has had no chance, that no 
improvement has appeared. 

‘While turning back to my memoranda for 1882-83, I find 
among them mention of accidents which were then comparatively 
frequent, but have now become much more rare. These are those 
which I then called ‘runover’ accidents. ‘They occurred in the 
great iron and steel works. In one such place in South Wales 
several persons were, within a short space of time, killed by trucks 
running on the rails, which, over a straitened space and often down 
steep declines, intersected the works in .all directions. Some of 
these accidents were caused by trains running loose, others by 
trucks which were being backed without anybody being placed on 
the look-out in the truck, which from being the last in order, had 
now become the front one. The issue by the management, soon 
after the whole matter had been investigated, of a code of rules 
enacting among other things that there should always be a look- 
out man in the ieading truck, almost immediately caused, or at all 
events was followed by a decrease in the number of these accidents. 
For not only did the rules have their effect upon the drivers of 
trains, but they also strengthened the hands of the Inspector, to 
whom they afforded a basis for cross-examining those in charge 
if any accident occurred, Iam glad to say that this comparative 
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immunity has continued. I have made particular mention of 
these accidents because of their severity (they were as often as 
not fatal), of their frequency at that time, and because they were, 
as I thought, largely preventable. 


“Good fortune in respect to the above has unfortunately to a 
certain extent been counterbalanced by another series of accidents 
arising from the use in similar works of gigantic appliances for 
steel-making, called ‘converters.’ The resulting injuries have 
not indeed been so often fatal, but they have been serious enough 
and frequent enough to attract special attention. Fora description 
of the ‘ converter’ I will quote Mr. Lewis, the excellent Inspector 
for South Wales. He says, ‘The converter is a pear shaped iron 
‘ vessel of from 15 to 20 feet in height, mounted on an axis in its 
‘ centre, und with an open mouth at its apex. Its function is to 
‘ receive the “charge” of molten pig iron (averaging from 65 to 
‘10 tons) which has to be converted into steel’ and to pour it 
into an immense ladle, placed in a pit immediately below and in 
front of the converter. 


To do this the converter has to be inclined slowly on its axis 
downwards and with its mouth in the direction of the ladle by 
means of hydraulic pressure. It is at this stage of the process 
that accidents are liable to happen. From some unknown cause 
the hydraulic pressure at times partially fails, with the result that 
the gentle, progressive inclination of the converter receives a 
sudden tilt, and its contents are violently spilt in all directions, to 
the injury more or less serious of the workmen, who are standing 
in the pit below, prepared to assist in the operation. 


‘“* Fortunately, while accidents of this kind have increased in 
number, a suggestion of means for their prevention has not lagged 
far behind. Mr. Lewis has drawn attention to an invention pa- 
tented by Mr. Evans, of Blaenavon in Monmouthshire, by which 
he professes to be able to do away with them entirely, or, at all 
events, to lessen their number. By an ingenious contrivance, 
Mr. Evans avails himself of the partial failure of the hydraulic 
pressure to grip the spur-wheel which regulates the movement of 
the converter at the moment the latter is about to tilt, thus 
arresting the downward inclination and holding the vessel in 
position. I will not attempt to describe the whole modus ope- 
randi of Mr. Evans’ contrivance more minutely, because I think 
that, except to practical mechanics, such descriptions are of little 
use ; but opposite are two plates. In the upper one the converter 
is at rest in its vertical position. The lower one shows it when 
inclined for pouring. A is the converter itself; B its mouth; 
C is the spur-wheel; D is the grip by means of which Mr. 
Evans arrests the latter and puts a stop on the converter’s tilting ; 
ii denotes the system of pipes and cylinders through which the 
hydraulic pressure is applied. 

“¢ Mr. Lewis and others who have had an opportunity of seeing 
a model of the invention, think highly of it, the Blaenavon’ work- 
people are very sanguine as to its usefulness, and their chief 
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manager has promised to erect one and give it a trial, if he, on 


further examination, is still satisfied. 

‘To pass from converters to ginger-beer bottles is a sudden, and 
might well seem a ridiculous, descent, were it not that both are 
subjects of the Inspector’s care, and equally within the scope 
of his daily work. The bursting of a bottle of aerated water cer- 
tainly does not impress the imagination as does the overflow of 
streams of molten metal poured from the huge vessels of the iron 
works. Still when the result of the former is found in frequent 
loss of eyes or laceration of members, we are bound to investigate 
the causes and, if possible, guard against them. 

‘As far as I can make out, these cases of bursting are occa- 
sioned by two chief causes; the weakness of, or a flaw in, a 
bottle ; or overpressure when it is being ¢ charged,’ t.e., filled with 
gas. Of course some of the new bottles must always be weaker 
fe others ; but beside this, in those which have been emptied 
and refilled, there has been, during use, the opportunity for their 
getting some slight crack, which escapes the eye of the * washer.’ 
For instance, at hotels and public-houses the bottles are habituaily 
kept in open baskets for return to the aerated water maker. 
Into these, as may be supposed, they are, when done with, tossed 
without much regard for their fragility. Hence cracks and flaws, 
only to be discovered when the bottles are being subjected to the 
strain of being ‘ re-charged.’ Overpressure in charging may, for 
the most part, be brought about in two ways. One of these is 
neglect in supervising the gauge, which shows the pressure being, 
at any given time, actually exerted. Not unfrequently this 
supervision is left to the hands themselves ; an arrangement 
evidently faulty, particularly when these hands are on piece-work, 
and every minute devoted to the gauge is being deducted from 
their working time, and therefore from their earnings. The 
other cause of overpressure may be the choking of the air-pipe in 
the lower part of the filling machine. The air in the bottle 
which is being charged should escape through this pipe, which 
is impossible if it be blocked. The consequence is that the 
bottle instead of being freed from the air has to hold air and 
incoming gas together, with a too evident result. 

‘‘ However, let the causes be what they may, bottles do, as a 
matter of fact, only too frequently burst, ard the workers are 
injured, as above-mentioned, when, if only the custom of wearing 
proper guards was adopted, many, probably most, of the explosions 
would be rendered harmless. Masks, gloves, armlets, each have 
their special advantages, and each and all of them have been over 
and over again recommended, at present without much success. 
Many occupiers maintain that their use would impair working 
power, while to the great majority of the workers themselves they 
are distasteful. 

“ A third kind of accident may be mentioned. This is of a sort 
which occurs in factories where metal is cut or stamped; and 
many a finger is injured by it. The workers have to push sheets 
of metal under the vertical ‘stamper,’ which is worked by power ; 
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' and the usual cause of the accident is that when doing this they 
push their hands too far and get the fingers under the descending 
‘“stamper.’ As yet no guard has been devised, though much thought 
has been given to the matter by H.M. Inspectors. Some sort of 
gauntlet has indeed been suggested, but has been at once found 
to be impracticable. The use of anything strong enough to resist 
the impact of the stamper is incompatible with the sensitiveness 
of touch required for the proper manipulation of the sheet of 
metal. And thus these accidents go on, up to this time unchecked. 

‘* Among accidents of all sorts that have appeared, for one reason 
or another especially noticeable, have been several hoist accidents 
to persons who have walked backwards into the hoist opening, 
without looking round to see whether the hoist was there or not ; 
accidents to young people who had got under machines, not in 
motion at the time, but subsequently started by some .one not 
aware of the injured person’s position ; a fatal accident to a young 
person, who wanting to push clay which had lodged on the side of 
a ‘hopper,’ through a hole 7 inches wide, used his foot instead 
of a stick for the purpose; another fatal accident, where a 
man’s own son was killed by powerful pinion wheels, the guard 
of which the father had himself removed only just before ; another 
still, to a man who was seen to jump, to all seeming voluntarily, 
into a furnace in full blast; and as a relief to the above, slighter 
injuries caused by mere reckless folly, such as wrapping a piece 
of string round a rapidly revolving shaft to play with it; and a 
hand crushed all to bits in taking some ‘black stuff off toothed | 
‘ wheels to blacken the face of a fellow-worker with whom she was 
* larking.’ 

“ Finally, the ‘butchers’ bill’ has included no few casualties 
due to the erection of railings and other guards, often of elaborate 
finish and kept scrupulously clean, but not even waist-high ; while 
if workpeople would but remember to replace protections, which 
have been removed for some temporary purpose, their fellows 
would run less risk while engaged in getting their livelihood.” 


I referred in an earlier part of this report to the engage- 
ment of H.M. Inspector Jones by the Government of 
the Bombay Presidency to administer the Indian Factory 
Act in that Presidency, to his having returned to this country, 
and resumed his duties in Lancashire, where his services 
have been unremitting and very valuable. 

In conversations with him upon his experiences in India, 
especially of the conditions of the cotton manufacture in the 
Bombay Presidency, there was so much of interest that I 
requested him to enable me to publish in my annual Report 
an account of the details of that industry, and I now 
append the report which he has made entering into these 
matters :-— 

‘In accordance with your wish I have the honour to send you 
a few remarks as the result of my observations during the four 


: 
: 
a 
1 
5 





1887. ] of Factories and Workshops. 113 


vears I have held the post of Inspector of Factories under the 
Bombay Government. As my connexion with this Government 
only ceased last May the position and prospects of the cotton 
trade in that Presidency cannot have undergone much change, and 
some of the facts 1am going to state may possibly interest the 
many readers of your valuable yearly Factory Report. 

“* Shortly after I arrived in Bombay I found that my inspection 
duties were confined to the Presidency of Bombay, and that the 
great majority of the factories had been established on the eastern 
side of India. 

“The remainder were situated in or near Calcutta, in the 
Madras Presidency, and in the North-west Provinces. 

“TI fully expected that badly constructed mills, driven by second 
rate engines, indifferent management, andan overwhelming number 
of hands for the output would come under my inspection ; but I 
was astonished to find nearly all my ideas were based on false 
foundations, and had to come to the conclusion that at least half 
the concerns could compare in most respects favourably with mills 
spinning the same counts at home. 

“ The Factory Act which I was instructed to enforce was of the 
most primitive character, having only two important clausvs, one 
being the protection of juvenile labour, forbidding the employment 
of children from 7 to 12 years of age for more than nine hours a 
day, and the other the proper fencing of engines, mill gearing, hoists, 
and machinery. Some time before I arrived an agitation was 
started by a few native gentlemen, warmly seconded by the then 
Governor, Sir James Fergusson, having the amendment of the 
Act in view. 

“ Resulting from this, Mr. Meade King, one of Her Majesty’s 
Inspectors of Factories, was invited to come to India and institute 
an inquiry. His admirable and comprehensive report, the outcome 
of six months’ investigations, decided the Government of Bombay 
to appoint a commission of European and native gentlemen to 
amend the Act on the lines of his suggestions and recommendations. 

“Mr. Meade King having returned to England, I was appointed, 
in September 1888, to carry out the law as it existed, and to assist 
in such further inquiries as might be necessary. 

“ The first meeting of the commission was held in the Secretariat, 
Bombay, on the 21st of July 1884, and the last (the 27th) on the 
6th of January 1885. I was appointed secretary. 

“Throughout the proceedings the great anxiety of the majority 
seemed to be rather to protect the interests of trade, fearing that 
an amendment of the Act would hamper its growth, than any 
urgent desire on their parts to secure the well-being of the mill 
operatives. ‘There were honourable exceptions to the rule who 
throughout the sittings warmly espoused the cause of the work- 
people. 

“The result of the inquiry ended in many valuable and im- 
portant additions to the Act being recommended, and the report 
was forwarded to the Bombay Government, who in’ their’ turn 
having given the propositions their hearty support, submitted it to 
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the Supreme Council then at Simla. After some time an answer 
was received to the effect that the Supreme Council did not con- 
sider the time had arrived for interfering with the factory laws. 

‘From my point of view I think that the English Factory 
Acts could not with fairness be put in force in India, the conditions 
of the country, climate, and people being so widely different ; but 
the questions of Sunday labour, long hours of work for children, 
sanitation, and more regular meal hours, ought to receive the prompt 
attention of the Home Government, for in these particulars under 
the present system glaring hardships are inflicted on the hands. 

‘‘ T also cordially agree with the widely expressed wish of the 
public in Bombay, that the provisions of the Act should be extended 
to smaller works, which require more inspection than the larger 
factories. ‘The law at present only touches mills where 100 hands 
are employed for more than four months in the year, and only 
those within the limits of the Bombay Presidency. On my first 
visit to some of the mills up country, gearing wheels of mule 
carriages boxed up and iron bars fixed between carding engines 
were pointed out, showing the useless expense the masters had 
been put to, and the inconvenience caused to the hands by instruc- 
tions given by former inexperienced Inspectors. The millowners 
of the Bombay Presidency, although so lightly dealt with in the 
way of factory legislation, complain bitterly that their competitors 
in other parts of India are not hampered with any Act, but I think 
the English millowner may with greater reason find fault with the 
more stringent restrictions placed upon him, in comparison with 
his Indian fellow manufacturer. 

“The working hours in the Indian mills are from daybreak to 
sunset (a period of nearly 14 hours in the summer months), with 
20 minutes to half an hour for meals at breakfast and dinner time : 
no half holiday being given on the Saturday. 

“Sundays are working days, although some firms, especially 
European, stop alternate Sundays, and in some cases one Sunday 
a month. 

‘*On these stopping days, however, the hands are required to 
come to clean their frames, being allowed to leave the mill at 
different times varying from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

‘“‘Native holidays vary greatly in different districts, and also 
owing to the castes of the preponderating workpeople. The 
average native holidays given are 15 in the year; but on only five 
of these are the hands allowed to remain away the whole day, on 
the remainder they are kept the usual time to do the necessary 
cleaning. 

“The question of factory legislation has been shelved, and some 
time must elapse before another effort will be made, unless 
pressure be brought to bear from the Home Government. The 
moving spirit in promoting improved Indian factory legislation is 
a Mr. Sorahjee. S. Bengallee, a Parsee merchant, who is always 
to the front in every good work, but I am sorry to say he has 
not a great following in this particular movement. 
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‘You are aware from the few clauses contained in the Act I 
had to carry out, my time was in a great measure taken up in 
recommending sanitary and economical alterations in the working 
of the mills, which I had no power to enforce, but which, I may 
state, were eagerly welcomed and carried out by both managers 
and proprietors. Since I resigned the inspection of the mills the 
work has been handed over to the collectors of the various 
districts ; but this arrangement can only be of a temporary nature, 
as these gentlemen have other far more important duties to attend 
to, and cannot be expected to devote the requisite time to this 
work, nor have they the technical knowledge necessary to direct 
what parts of the mill-gearing and machinery should or should 
not be protected. 


“Very few of the mills employ half-timers (if they can be so 
called, seeing that children 7 to 12 years of age are allowed to 
work nine hours a day), and as the fencing of machinery is now 
generally in a satisfactory state, so that my duties were com- 
paratively light. 

“The modern mills are of the most approved designs, being 
provided with rope-drawing engines by the best makers, shafting 
and gearing and machinery which could vie with any mill in 
England. Ring throstles are very popular and several large 
concerns have filled their spinning rooms with these frames. 

‘¢ None of the mills are lighted with gas. ‘Two or three some 


years ago were worked by electric light, but during my stay I 


never saw it used. 


“There is, as is to be expected, a wide difference in the 
management of the various mills. Some are superintended ex- 
clusively by native managers, engineers, and spinning and carding 
masters. 

“ Parsees are, as a rule, employed in the better paid situations. 
A few factories, especially in the city of Bombay, are conducted 
with great ability ; but in others, where the proprietor has little 
or no knowledge of the business, he often on the score of economy 
discharges his European overlookers, putting in their place in- 
competent natives, who soon bring about a lamentable result in the 
way of inferior and lessened production and a rapid depreciation 
of the machinery. I have known in one mill four charges of 
managers in six months, each more incapable than the preceding, 
and having only the most superficial knowledge of his duties. I 
remember going my rounds through the many rooms of the mill 
with one of these managers, and at the close of my inspection I 
entered various recommendations relating to fencing mule quad- 
rants, driving wheels, and upright shafts in a book kept in the 
office for that purpose. He read my remarks and begged me to 
return with him into the mill and explain what I wanted guarding, 
as he did not know the names of any of the machines, excusing his 
want of knowledge on the ground of having only just been made 
manager, being promoted to this responsible position from a seat 
in a lawyer’s office. 

H 2 
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“« A common and curious trait in the character of the native 
mill proprietor is his seeming indifference to the first cost of the 
plant and his intense dislike to spend a single rupce afterwards for 
necessary repairs. Owing to this (fortunately for the English 
machinist) the life of machinery in an Indian mill is not so long 
as it would be in an English mill. 


“Many native speculators, with no conception of spinning, but 
with wild ideas of the fortunes to be made by starting a mill under 
any circumstances, will buy worn out frames by all manner of 
makers, filling their rooms with machines which will hardly turn, 
and soon come to grief. Many of these have come to me with open 
mouth, expressing the greatest astonishment at the result, and 
praying me to explain the reason of their failure. 


“Regarding the profits made by these cotton spinning and 
manufacturing concerns, it will doubtless make the English 
masters envious when I say I know of more than one concern in 
the Presidency which has paid back all the subscribed capital in 
four years to the delighted and fortunate shareholders. 


‘“‘ Generally speaking, with fair management a good profit can 
be made every year, unless there has been a deficient cotton crop 
throughout the country. The greatest curse to the trade is the 
abominable system so generally followed by the native mill agents 
of deducting a per-centage for management on the output, whether 
the goods have been made to a profit or loss. Added to this in- 
justice he frequently charges a commission on all coal and mill 
stores which are supplied to the factory, leaving the poor share- 
holder nothing except the knowledge that the agent is waxing 
rich whilst he is growing poor. In the face of these results it 
seems beyond comprehension that very little inducement seems 
requisite to persuade the native capitalist to take shares in 
ventures conducted on this basis. 


** Until this iniquitous system is abolished the cotton trade in 
India must always be subject to over-production, and no united 
action can be taken to check a supply beyond a legitimate de- 
mand so long as these men hold the power they possess; their 
sole thought being to fill their own pockets at the expense of the 
shareholders, none being given to the condition and future pros- 
pects of the trade. ‘The largest millowner is a Parsee millionaire, 
Sir Dinshaw Mameckjee Petit; he runs seven mills, all well- 
managed, many of them superintended without the aid of any 
European foreman. ‘The factories owned by Mussnlmen are 
seldom, if ever, insured, and one which has been built 20 years 
has never had a coat of paint applied to any of the woodwork. 
There is great speculation continually going op in mill shares, 
and with the exception of a few native concerns those under 
European management and direction find the most favour. 


“Many of the mills up country use wood for fuel, but several 
masters recently have laid down coal burning boilers as the 
country round is becoming denuded of timber. All the coal 
consumed is imported from England. 
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“The position of the Indian cotton spinners and manufacturers 
is undoubtedly a strong one, owing to the many advantages which 
their situation affords. 

“In a few words I may mention some, cheap and abundant 
labour, the raw material close at hand, many of the factories being 
in the heart of the cotton-growing districts, a ready market being 
found in the neighbourhood for all cloth without the intervention 
of middlemen, few strikes, and those of an unimportant nature, 
and trifling factory legislation not curtailing the working hours 
and employment of juvenile labour. 

“ The disadvantage may be summed up in the increased cost of 
engines, gearing, machinery, and coals owing to freight and 
carriage, more hands being required per spindle, although the 
ratio is ever on the decrease, restricted choice of competent over- 
Jookers, and occasional stoppage of the whole mill owing to a few 
of a certain caste taking their religious holiday. ‘Twenty years 
ago 14 winders and pressers were employed ona pair of mules 
where seven or eight are now considered sufficient. ‘The dry 
electric state of the atmosphere during the hot season in parts of 
the Mofussil renders damp cloths thrown over the laps at the back 
of carding engines and running water in troughs in every room, 
necessary to carry the cotton through the preparations. 

“A curious feature in the management of a native mill is the 
large number of watchmen employed, often poor relations belonging 
to proprietors or managers, 14 to 16 being no uncommon com- 
plement for a single mill. 

“ Added to these there is the same trouble in getting hands 
together after a holiday as exists in England, and the immense 
damage caused by damp to machinery which is obliged to stand 
during the monsoon. Unless the premises be properly fitted with 
heating apparatus a single night’s rain will cause every atom of 
steel and polished iron to be coated with rust. 

“‘T should recommend inventors and makers of coal-saving 
appliances to pay special attention to Indian mills as a profitable 
field for the extension of their business, as the price of fuel isa 
great item in expenses, and any reduction in the consumption 1s 
hailed with delight by the large consumer. 

‘‘There is an immense difference in the yarn and cloth manu- 
factured in the Presidency ; some being equal to the turn-out of 
our best English concerns, and others so outrageously bad and 
defective that how any firm can be induced to purchase it, at any 
price, exceeds my comprehension. 

“‘ With regard to the mill hands, there is no doubt in my mind 
that their hours of work are too protracted, their meal hours too 
short, and their holidays too few, but their lot compared with the 
average outdoor labourer is to be envied. They earn much better 
wages and are protected from the great heat of the sun and the 
heavy rains of the monsoon during the hours of work. 

‘‘ Owing to the higher scale of income they are naturally better 
fed and clothed than the general run of natives. ‘The great cause 
for apprehension is, that by allowing children to commence work 


118 Annual Report of HM. Chief Inspector [81st Oct. 


at such a tender age, and for such long hours, the factory operative 
race may, in course of time, sadly deteriorate in physique. 

“Tn 1884 there were 44 cotton mills in Bombay city, containing 
1,217,730 spindles, 12,135 looms employing 40,879 hands; and in 
the Mofussil 17 mills containing 274,404 spindles, 2,232 looms. 
employing 9,049 hands. 

“Since that time about 10 mills have been opened in Bombay 
and four in the Mofussil, making a total of 75 for the whole 
Presidency. The factories up country are situated as follows :— 
Ahmedabad nine, Surat four, Broach three, Nadiad one, Jalgaon 
one, Sholapur one, Hubli one, and Veramgaum one. ‘The ten- » 
dency now is to erect mills near the sea-coast, as the dry air up 
country renders spinning and weaving a difficult operation at 
certain seasons of the year. 

“All the factories in the Presidency are built within easy 
distance of a line of railway; but the ground to be covered by an 
Inspector is very great, as one may judge, when I mention that it 
takes 52 hours by rail to reach the mill at Hubli from Bombay. 

‘‘ Labour is abundant, and I see no difficulties ahead in the way 
of getting any number of workpeople, fer the average native will 
work any number of hours for a trifling increase in his pay, and 
the conditions under which he is employed do not seem to be the 
matter of consideration to him even though they may materially 
affect his health. Women work usually shorter hours than 
men, beginning about 7 a.m. and leaving off at 5.80 pm. Wages 
vary in different districts (Bombay paying more than inland 
stations). The average wages of a man in a cotton mill is from 
10 to 20 rupees per month, and woman’s from 7 to 9. 

‘“ Women are principally employed in reeling, winding, and 
cotton picking, and it is the exception to find them either in the 
card room or weaving shed. ‘The native operative seems, whether 
from overwork or from natural aptitude, to be able to fall asleep 
a amoment’s notice. I have seen hands fast asleep on the mill 
floor directly they have thrown the strap off their machines and 
before some of their fellow hands have been able to get out of 
the mill doors. 

“The meal question is a difficult one to legislate on owing to 
caste prejudice. Some are obliged by their religious tenets to eat 
at stated times, and if that opportunity is denied, they are obliged 
to fast for a long period. 

“ Different casts, will not eat together. I have always been 
obliged to be exceedingly careful whilst walking between frames 
during meal hours to avoid touching the person who might be 
taking his meals in the room, for if by accident I came in contact 
with them, they would not hesitate to throw their untasted food 
away. 

‘“‘ The general run of hands will not work with lower castes, and 
the latter have to be kept in certain parts of the room to them- 
selves, and in some cases in a separate building. 

“Many of the bands employed in Guzerat are so exceedingly 
dirty in their habits that I have been obliged to ask the proprietors 
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to order them out of the mill in batches, not allowing them to 
return until they were more decent and presentable. Washing 
seems actually to be a once a year business, and their hair is so 
matted that combing is out of the question. Their clothes, if 
they can be so-called, are simply filthy rags. These people belong 
to a gipsy tribe called Wagris, and are largely employed in 
reeling in the towns of Ahmedabad, Broach, Surat, and Neriad. 
Skin diseases and ophthalmia are very prevalent amongst this 
class, I have seen as many as 30 sufferers at work in one room. 
Scores of cotton ginning and pressing factories are scattered over 
the cotton-growing districts, but do not come under inspection, as 
100 hands are not employed for more than three months in the year, 
the extremely busy season only lasting about seven weeks. Many 
of these places are a scandal as regards want of ventilation, awful 
dust, unprotected prime movers, and the protracted hours of 
work. 

‘TI will here give a few particulars of the evidence given before 
the Factory Commission by Rustomjee Framjee Wadia, manager 
of the Pachora Press and Ginning Factory at Khandish :— 

“<]T know of one ginning factory of 40 gins where there are 
only four doors and no windows. ‘The length of this factory (the 
walls of which are chunam) is 120 feet, and the doors 7 feet by 4. 

‘<< The management of the engines is generally not in compe- 
tent hands. ‘They are chiefly worked by those who only know 
how to produce steam, and who know absolutely nothing about 
proper level, soundness, the proper fitting of the several parts, 
steadiness, cleaning of the boiler, &c. 

“<¢] myself know several factories where the person in charge 
is quite unfit for his duties. 

“<The engines also are often worked when out of order, and, 
being under 10-h.p., they are never examined by the boiler 
inspector. The boilers often are not fit for use. In many cases 
boilers rejected by the larger factories are bought and used by the 
smaller factories. I deal in machinery, and have got a large 
establishment in Bombay. I have disposed of some of these 
rejected boilers which were quite unfit for use, but I got my 
money. The ——— Mill has just rejected a boiler which has 
been bought by my firm. Both I and the consulting engineer in 
my office examined this boiler, and we found a plate absolutely 
curved in the dome where the water stands. It was most fortu- 
nate we made this examination, J have rejected this boiler as 
being unfit to work at 40 lbs. pressure. I tested it with both 
water and steam. Ihave not sold this boiler, but it is now on 
sale. 

“¢Tt is my opinion that five sevenths of these small ginning 
factories are in a dangerous condition. 

“¢Tn ordinary seasons, that is when work is not very pressing, 
the engine starts between 4 and 5 a.m. and 7, 8, or 9 p.m. without 
any stoppage during the day. The hands work continuously all 
these hours, and are relieved by one another for meals, In busy 
seasons, that is in March and April, the gins and presses some- 
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times work day and night, and the same set of hands work both 
night and day, with half an hour’s rest in the evening. The same 
set continue working day and night for about eight days, When 
the hands have been working day and night for about eight days, 
and it is impossible to go on longer, another set of hands are 
procured from Bombay, if they can be found. In this case the 
work is distributed between the old and new sets of workers, half 
working all night and half working all day. 


‘*¢ More women are employed in gins than in presses. Both 
the men and the women come to the factory at 3 a.m. as they have 
no idea of the time, and they wish to make sure that they are at 
the factory door by the time it opens at 4am. I have 40 gins in 
one of my factories at Pachora, and I have only 40 women attend- 
ing to these 40 gins. I have only eight spare women, I never 
allow these women off the gins. I am not alone in this respect, it 
is the general system. There is no change of hands except at 
meal hours. ‘The women, who work from 4 a.m. to 10 p.m., are 
paid 3 to 4 annas per day. (There are 16 annas in a rupee, which 
is equivalent to 2s.) All the factories pay at this rate; sometimes 
we pay our hands 6 pies as a bonus (12 pies to one anna). ‘There 
is no work in the district at which these poor women can get 
employment. 


‘© ¢ We work these long hours from the 15th of November till 
the 3lst of May, but only about 10 days in each month. Some- 
times we work day and night for two months, but in this case we 
employ two sets of labourers. We employ no children. When 
the wages are so low for the adults there is no advantage in 
employing children. I certainly would recommend that legislation 
should be extended to these factories. Jam personally largely 
interested in this matter, being a proprietor, secretary, and trea- 
surer. I should like to see these ginning factories worked only 
12 hours a day, as we could then charge double rates for ginning 
the cotton, and, of course, we could pay our labourers better 
wages; but if the Government forced us to pay our labourers 
more wages, without restricting our hours, we should be obliged 
to charge the merchants higher rates. The hands who work 
these long hours frequently die.’ 

‘The above evidence speaks for itself, and needs no words of 
mine to convince the public that legislation is needed for this 
class of factories. 

“‘ Mills are increasing at a great pace. During my stay in 
Bombay, a period of four years, about 18 new ones were started, 
and a great number of concerns enlarged those already erected, or 
built sheds for reeling cr warehouse, to enable them to turn out 
these departments in order to make room for more spinning and 
carding. 


‘‘ Other industries are springing up in all directions, Flour 
mills have been started ,so rapidly that the supply has greatly 
exceeded the present demand, and shares in these concerns have 
become a drug on the market. 
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* Seed crushing, oil mills, foundries, and dye works are increas- 
ing in the Presidency ; but no machinists have any footing, and all 
the cotton machinery has to be imported. Very little use has, up 
to the present time, been made of the enormous water power 
which is available in many parts, although the Government, alive 
to these advantages, have otlered great inducements to promoters 
of new works, but they are slow to seize the opportunity. 


“‘] foresee in the future, huge fortunes to be made by adven- 
turous and plucky manufacturers, who will turn these great natural 
means of motive power to a practical use. My remarks do not, 
of course, apply to those wide, tearing torrents which for three 
months only during the year would be available, but to those 
rivers which are always flowing, and never fail in the driest 
season. 


“The position of many of the English managers in India is an 
enviable one, and would surprise men in like situations at home. 
Some receive 1,000/. a year with free bungalow, gas, water, coal, 
and medical attendance, and many from 400J. to 750/. with like 
perquisites. I should, however, wish the English manager, who 
has any idea of trying his luck in India, to understand that it is 
not all gold that glitters. 


“ Many have to return with broken health, not being able to 
stand the climate ; others have to pay away half and sometimes all 
their savings in sending for and sending back their families, for it 
is the exception when wives and children can remain for any 
considerable time without returning to England to recruit. We 
will not allude to those who are carried off with a rapidity which 
would startle the good folks at home, by cholera, heat, apoplexy, 
and other sudden and fatal diseases. There are expenses which 
must be incurred, such as a carriage and horse, frequent journeys 
to the hill stations to avoid the heat of the plains, and lastly, the 
reduced value of the rupee which, from a buying value of 2s. in 
India, is worth only Is. 43d. when it reaches England. All 
managers, engineers, carding and spinning masters, who think of 
engaging for India should be careful to have their agreements 
properly drawn up, and not forget that the items of passage to and 
from India, medical attendance, free bungalow, part of wages to 
be sent home at full rates of exchange, should be included or left 
out according to the terms agreed upon. 


“Some of the men who have engaged have been driven away 
from their situations owing to the native masters requiring them 
to make so much overtime, besides insisting on their devoting 
their holidays to overlooking repairs being made in the mill. 


“T give these hints hoping that they may have the effect in the 
future of leading to proper understandings between employer and 
employed. 


“TY cannot refrain from here acknowledging the kind reception 
I met with at the hands of masters and managers; no obstacles 
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were ever thrown in my way, and every facility afforded me in the 
prosecution of my duties. I seldom, if ever, made any recommen- 
dation which | thought would tend to the better conduct of the 
mill or amelioration of the condition of the workpeople which 
did not at once receive the sanction and adoption of the master. 


“Difficulties would arise in the way of prosecution, I give one 
instance. On my way to inspect a mill in Guzerat I noticed a 
group of small children squatting on the roadside. As I ap- 
proached them the leader of the band presented me with a written 
petition asking me to inquire into their grievances. 


“The paver stated that these lads, whose ages varied from eight 
to twelve, had been for months employed over hours, and had not 
been allowed the legal time for meals. It went on to say that the 
master, a well known rich miser, had deducted half the amount due 
to them in wages on various pretexts, and that he was then owing 
them the remainder. J took the children to the Government 
bungalow, where the children separately made their statements to 
the assistant collector, he taking down the particulars. A pro- 
secution followed in due course, and when in court I called these 
children as my witnesses to prove the case, they one and all swore 
that their former declarations were entirely false, and that their 
master was a kind and good man who always treated them with 
the greatest consideration. ‘There was no doubt in the minds of 
the magistrate, my own, and the police that these children had all 
been frightened into making this denial of their first statements ; 
but as their master was the only large employer of labour in the 
district a quarrel with him meant semi-starvation. 


“Fortunately I was able to prove one case of overtime, and got 
a substantial fine ; but no conviction in the 14 others was possible 
under the circumstances. 


“ Jute manufacturing is carried on almost exclusively in Caleutta; 
the only jute mill in Bombay being converted during my stay into 
a cotton-go-down and the machinery shipped to Calcutta. Many 
of the hands are provident and put together sufficient to buy a 
small piece of land in their native country, leaving it to be culti- 
vated by some members of their family; whilst others, having 
put by their savings for long weary months, go to their birth- 
place, feed a lot of lazy Brahmins for the edification of their 
souls, returning (having spent their all on these drones) to their 
work again without a rupee. The great proportion of the mill 
hands of Bombay are drawn from tke Southern Marathi country, 
and are a quiet, harmless, hard working lot, falling an easy prey 
to the grasping native money-lender or marwaris, who lies in 
waiting for them at the mill door, making tempting offers, and 
who, once on the track, does not leave his victim until he has 
dispoiled him of his all. They charge as interest from one to 
three annas per rupee per month, there being 16 annas to a 
rupee. 
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“Three quarters of the yarn spun in India is sent to China in 
the bundle, the remainder being manufactured into cloth and dis- 
posed of in various parts of the country. In case of a war with 
China the cotton industry in India would for the time utterly 
collapse, as there are so few markets open to their goods. The 
Chamber of Commerce in Bombay is now directing its efforts to 
remedy this position of affairs. ‘The temperature in some of the 
mills, especially just before the burst of the monsoon, jis very 
oppressive. JI have seen 117° registered in a spinning room in 
Broach. 


“In Bombay city, besides the cotton mills and founderies, there 
are two immense dyeing establishments and one silk mill, making 
goods for the Rangoon market. Several of the mills manufacture 
towels, sheets, hosiery, &c. 


*“¢ Another hint to managers intending to take up a situation in 
India. 

“‘T should not advise any man to think of emigrating who has 
not a perfect control over himself in the way of drink, Living in 
such a furnace, the enforced solitary life as regards meeting with 
his fellow countrymen, frequent periods of depression owing to 
being separated from his family, and the effects of the trying 
climate, all conduce to habits of imtemperance, and the many 
loafers whom one meets with and is pestered by prove how many 
have succumbed who have started with fair and even bright 
prospects. 

“T do not think that more serious accidents are reported than 
at home from a work of the same size, but the slight accidents 
are of more frequent occurrence. It is often found impossible, 
owing to the superstition of the relatives, to keep an injured 
person in the hospital, and several have been removed who were 
rapidly recovering from their injuries by a mob who have hurried 
the patient to the magic man. He, having waved a few peacock 


feathers over him and plastered the wound with dung, saying at 


the time a few prayers, often leaves him to die.” 


IT have quoted at considerable length reports made to me 
by Superintending Inspectors and Inspectors of districts. 


These reports embrace matters arising in various parts of 
the kingdom. The information contained in them has been 
collected with infinite pains and care. The reports are not 
only interesting in their relations to the districts from which 
they emanate, but many of them deal with details which have 
an important bearing upon subjects of general discussion 
and consideration. 


I gladly avail myself of the opportunity of bearing warm 
testimony to the assiduity of the whole body of Inspectors, 
and the earnestness with which duties are performed, duties 
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which at times commence at 5.30 a.m. and at other times 
end at 11 p.m. and midnight. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEXR, REDGRAVE. 
The Right Hon. 
The Secretary of State for the 
Home Department. 
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APPENDIX No. 3. 





SparistrcAL TaBLe oF ACCIDENTS REPORTED BY CERTIFYING Factory 
SURGEONS DURING THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 318T OCTOBER 1887. 


‘The only accidents to be reported are the following: -- 


(a.) Any accident which causes loss of life to any person employed in a 
factory or a workshop; and 

(b.) Any accident which causes bodily injury to a person employed in a 
factory, and is produced either by machinery moved by steam, 
water, or other mechanical power, or in a factory or a workshop 
caused through a vat, pan, or other structure filled with hot liquid 
or molten metal or other substance, or by explosion, or by escape 
of gas, steam, or metal, and is of such a nature as to prevent the 
person injured by it from returning to his work in the factory or 
workshop within 48 hours after the occurrence of the accident. 


——_—__ oO SS 


Young : 
Adults. Piesbus, Children. Total. 


Nature of Injury. ene penene Wa Paes ee 
M. | F. M. |B. M. | F. m. | R, wa F. 











Causing death - - - | 314) 5 e 3) 8] 1 | 359] © 9} 368 
Amputation ofright hand orarm| 26) 7} 17) 6) -—| 2] 43] 15) 58 


Amputation of left hand or arm | 23) 3) 13) 2) -| -| 36) 5) 41 


Amputation of part of right hand | 187} 52} 106) 51; 11 | 4 | 304] 107) 411 
Amputation of part of left hand | 154} 33] 101) 47) 16 | 4 | 271) 84) 355 
Amputation of any part of leg] 

or foot - 3 -f 20) - Dp 2h de | OO) ge Sheree 


racture of limbs or bones of 173] 211 110 18| 10 | 3 | 293] 421 335 





trunk - - - 
Practure of hand or foot - | 144] 26] 57) 31] 5 83 | 206) 60! 266 
Injuries to head and face ~ | 442) 93} 92) 51) 17 | 9 | 551) 153) 704 


Lacerations, contusions, and 
other injuriesnot enumerated > |2127/408|1168 386,108 | 60 |3403] 854/4257 
above - - - 


ee ff ee | | tf a | ee | ee 


Total = |3610/648/1715'597/171 | 86 |5496)133116827 


i} 
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